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Diſcourſe 
OF THE 


SABBATH: 


OR THE 


Controverſies about the SABs | |-: 


BATH Stated and Examined; 
with Reference unto the LAW of 
NATURE, the LAW of MOSES, 
and the LAW of CHRIST. 
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It is time for thee, Lord, to work : | }© 
for they have made void thy LAW, Þ+- 
Plal. 119. 126. © 
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ways? . 


| Is our Duty to Henowr him who 
has given Being tous: We owe our + 
ſelves, and all we have unto him - ©; 
| and therefore of rapht, whatſoever EE. 
He Commands us, we ſhould do, * ij 
There is n0 "Truth bat 25 Excellent, for al | 
_:Truth-3s from God, from whom i< nothing bitt - 
what is ſo. Andit is all Mens Duty to ac, fe 5 
themſelves therewith, and be Obedient, "Tis nit 4 
-ouly Dury, but priviledge ; for whatſoever He 5 
: boo te ef Is oongaNþ Good, er few = 
| Aer aft as if” they believed it, 2 
1 There is no Truth ſo Circumſtantial, or- of 
þ ſmall a moment, but is worthy to be krotdire 
No Duty /o inconſiderable, . as renders Obearente 2 
unneeeſſary or 3ndifferent, Was not Nadab and: 
| *Abihu,- /mirien with Fire from Heaven, for y 
| fern hy 4 ire ? _— ad: his Faitss Ms 4 
_ or ſaving of the ſpoil "| 
| y Ar - cnlBheWrry ?  Bry {irene SO pr 
| Joſs of his Kingdom, for ſparing Agag in dif= 5% 
|  obedzence ?. Uzah flam for Leke®, F pl Ark?-.* 
. The men of Bethſhemeſh, for looking into it? 4 
And the Young mans Salvation, rendered ims 7 
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E probable, for not. parting-with his Poſſeſſions 
E  - whencommanded by Chriſt? And yet theſe by ma- 
| ny, would be thought but ſmall circumſtances, 
were if not for the judgments » attending theſe 
Simers: 'Fis but Jult, that they who will not 
Obey in little things, ſhould be denyed a great 
Reward, Wt nog V, uns 
That men donot obey, becauſe they do not. know, 
35 not zn all caſes excuſary (much leſs juſti- 
ye ) ; _ men are therefore ignorant becauſe {| 
they love to be ſo, They love Darkneſs, - ra- 
ther than Light, becauſe their Deeds are e- 
vil; Truth 5 againſt Vice, and Corruption; 
which ſome men love better than to part with, 
for Truths ſake. Some are at amity with the | 
"World, andeſteem its Acquaintance & Friends | 
ſhip, before that of a 4iſp ſed Truth. 1here 
have been and are particular Truths, attended 
ith Worldly hazzards and lefſes; and. often- 
times Perſonal ſufferinos, for the ſake of which 
ſame are at enmity with them, and others 
ſhun their Acquaintance, Some - ſtifile Truth 
(with the Phariſees) for that They love the 
Praiſes of men, more than - thoſe of ' God. 
[Truth puts men upon Activity, and Diligence, 
, whereas many love nothing - leſs then Spiritual 
Pains. And no wonder that they, ſhould -be ig- 
porant, who- will nct give themſelyes the trou- 
ble, of ' an impartial and diligent inquiry. 
Iris net doubred, but ſome have died 
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- who'have live 


-Cornelius, though he feared God, yet wanted as. 

 quaintance with great Truths. But then.that they 

were —__ was not becauſe they were willing 
03 


reſolution, not to know better. Men muſt do what 
ignorant of, elſe can they not approve themſelves 
. as upright : Truth and Wiſdom are of the ſame 


find what they ſeek for ; as too mary bave done, 
ta the caſe of he Sabbath. | Y 


' prophanation, has nos been one of the ſmalleſt oc- 
caſrons of. Religions decay. And it g 


—_—_ 


#n Ignorance of ſome truths: The. "1 
Patriarchs d:d- not know Polygamy to be a Sin: -* 


tobeſo; or from an averſion, much leſs a willful 


they know. and be willing to know what they are 


Nature, and muſt be ſought for, as for hid 
Treaſures ; and not as if Men had no mind, to 


The Sabbath 7s not one of the leaſt Truths 
(though often repreſented ſo); What bitter Fruits 
bas the Antiſabbatarian Dottrine been produttive + 
of ? Sadexperience tells this Age, that Sabbath= * 


it gs n0 wonder, . i 
ſmce from worſhip, to worldly cooberſat i0n, and. 

Recreation. (if not ſinful divertiſements and de- | 
bauches, which.is in common uſe) 1s both juſtified, 
and anſwerably conformed unto in praCtice ; which -* 
things take up the thoughts Þ much, that there*s 
fſearce room for any thoughts about the word % 
heard, and duties preſſed. And thus the ſeed 
fown, becomes of little ſiqnificancy ;, and Godli» ® 
neſs in the general thereby invaded, But bow to. ; 

eetrieve this, nathing ſgems more proper, than ag" 
RI. adhering | 
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& -#fhering to Goes Sabbath ; There*s mo drvme 
* : Atthority for any Sabbath, bt God's Seventh- 
.day-Sabbath, as the ordinary time of publick 
| . *worſhip. 4d People mow will not be 1mpo- 
ſed upon, by impertinent. Allegations of: Scrip- 
-tures to keep a day as ſacred» which 15 net there 
commanded : Nor mill Church-ſanctions or ap- 
-pointments, be of any great weight wi th them. 
-.. 2T'is God's day, and it alone, that has divine pre- | 
--. «cept, that wants not ſacred Laws to make it ves 

. © 'nerable, and beget conſcience, and reverence 
- .reowards it, and the duties of it. | 
-.., Since. Sabbath-prophanation # ſo great. a 
| fin, ?r#s the leſs ſtrange, that ſome Men, ſhould 
; -- -emet with immediate Judgment, in their propha- 
F . neſs 0n the firſt day, though it nerther was, nor 15 
: -tbe Lord's Sabbath : For. den to Sin againſt } 
| 4brir Conſcience, argues them preſumptnous 4 
| Sanmers, and to have. but little of the Fear of | 
# God; and therefore deſertful of [Tudgment. He 
: *rlaet. kyrows 20 other Sabbath, and yet. prophanes, 
{--ofr. romtemns that he 15 a pretender. to, gontemns 
- Sabbath iz the general, and ſo merits puniſhments, 
Ctark; reports,  fome who contemned the Gods, 
aimere #7mmediately plagued for it from Heaven, 
{for 3n:dignity to the Notion-of 4 Diety. And 
Pegs: likew! r- a contempt of the. worſhip of the 
EDay ; for thas on no other day was ſuch Ordinan- 
irges:t0 be injoyed: And therefore culpable 'of 
. ages for-contempt of God's Worſhip, mm 
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To the Reader. © 
mon never had a ſweeter Viſion, than in the 
High-place; and yet the Bligh places Were. a=. | 
gainſt the Will of God attended, 7:5. 

"I's true, the Seventh day (amongſt Men) 
find, not many advocates; the Learned and 
Mighty oppoſe it - | But it #5 not therefore to be 
; condemned as' an Exrour. For ſhould it, what. © 
Truth # ſecxre ? The Fear of Godard true Res: - + 
| ligion, had but few Proſelytes 7 Noah's t 1 tz. 
only Eight Souls were ſaved : . 1» Abraham's 
time, ſcarce of but bis Famuly : The Church of, 
Iſrael, were but few, compared to the World: 
Elijah thought himſelf to be alone in {ſraet;, and. 
| thoſe ſeven Thouſand were but few, Omr Lord: + - / 

Chriſt 2t firſt hadbut few followers ; and thoſe, |: 

mot the Wiſe andLearned,but fooliſh, poor, . &c.:: - 7 
&& Few of Learning or Power appeared for Protes | -3 
 Naniſme at firſt; the Learned Rabbies of thi. "5 
World deſpiſed it. If the Inferior ſort of Peg- © 
ple muſt ſee the Great and Learned go before. -* 
them, .i» matters of Religion, the World back -7 
yet remained all Pagans,. Jews, or Papiſts, The' :: 
Learned, zor the Multitude, 78 not be fol- © 3 
lowed, in in or errour 3 If the blind lead the: 
blind, they*l both fall into the Ditch. Avdi 2 
.\- though practically, few Men conform wnto the' + 
4 Sabbath ; yct 15 it neceſſarily included, in the a= :; 
' | 
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vowed principles, of (almoS#) all ſorts of Peo-  * 
ple that - pretend to Chriſtianity : Papiſts;' a4 # 

well as Proteſtapts allowing it a place in their 
| Cate- : 
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BR" To the Reiter 
-- Catechiſms: They do'not inſert any part of the aholiſhed 


. Laws there. Our?Engliſh: Parliaments do not altogether 0: 
mit the Reverence due unto it, but file it the Sabbath day, 


when they Enaft upon it : They donot call the Tenth of the. 


Seventh Month, or any other Jewiſh Time, ow n0t in 
obſervation, by the ancient, -honourable Names, given by 
God. Our Church walls, as well as Catechiſms, declates 
the Seventh day to be the Sabbath : And by the Prayer- 
book, 7t is every Week proclaimed ſuch. And the Peo- 


le pray, that their Hearts may be inclined to keep that 
ww :, though by their Attions, one would think, they meant. 


nothing leſs. 


But Cuſtom and Carnal Intereſt, are both again/t the 


| Sabbath, which when \oyned together, are very prevailing, 


and will barden againſt the influences, and ConviQtions of 


Mens own declared principles. 1t may be, the diſpenla- 


E_.. tion may, in the iſſue, make Men more willing to follow 
x God inall Zis Commandments. The contempt of Light, 
' bas been very provoking to God, and brought down Judg- 


* ments from Heaven : The prevention of which, and Refor- 
- mation of the preſent Age, is wiſhed for, as in other things, 
- fo in this of the Sabbath. And for this End have we pub- 


k:-- Ziſhed this ſmall. Treatiſe. For our parts, as we pretend 
= xt to any thing of infallibility; ſo we declare our ſelves, 
»". 2villing, yea ex. Kb to be informed, and reaified in any 
- thin atiſs jn us. Although with reſpe# to the Caſe of the 
=” Sabbath, - we have carefully, examined ſeveral Learned 


reatiſes on this Subject; and ſee vot any ground from 


= thence; to alter our apprehenſions ;, but do verily. conchude, 
*:- We have the Truth ozour fde;, and Truth is every Man's 
intereſt, 'as well-as our own: which confederation maves 
5g '20t 10 omit any thing, that we cau do, for the promo- 
&.” ting of its, That God would give thee an underſtanding 


and. obedient Heart, ſhall be our Prayer, 
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| A 
DISCOURSE 
Of The 


SA DD AL Hogs &c 


Hat the Maker of the World hath- a - 
Soveraignand juſt Right to the: oe 

- rationof his Creatures, all men: of:Re-» 
ligion conſentunto: nor do they. deny-- 

but that he ought to have publick Acknow-. 
ledgment, in the way of his Worſhip by Aſ- 
ſemblies of Men; Nor is there any that are : 3 
; conſiderable; who oppoſe A certain fixed time, - © = 
for the performance of the ſame, as being of- W 
indiſpenfible neceſſity. But what that”: time : 
þ is, and whether it be determined by a Lay: 3 
Divine or Natural, is not a little COntrover-. + 
ted. oY 
., Some Men affirm, That no aay or time is 
Fg to be ſeparated by virtue of any Law of God 
' For his publick Worſhip, Others again allow, 
Th bat a ca time for the Worſhip of God 
B i 3 


, i « 

is an indiſpenſible Duty, by the Law of Nature ; 
but that the ſaid Law doth not determine one 
day in Seven, or five ; more than one in Ten. Some 
again aſſert, One day im Seven indifferently (not 
one in Fiveor len) as Univerſally Obligato- 
ry, but not any preciſe and certain day in Seven, 
either by the Law of Nature or Scripture. There 
are not a few nor inconſiderable for Learning, 
who allow, That theugh the Law of Nature 
(as they ſay) do not determine any preciſe or 
certain day of the Seven, but only one in Seven 
days,or a Seventh part of time ; yet that the preciſe 
Seventh day, was determined by Divine Law 
from the Creation to the Reſurrettion of Chriſt 
nd ſince the firſt day of the Seven, Laſtly, Soms 
there are who affirm, That the preceſe Seventh 
day (commonly called Saturday ) :s determined 
both by the Law of Nature and Scripture, and 
diteted unto as the preciſe and certain time 
and Sabbath, to be obſerved by Man, for the or- 
Ainary time of pablick Worſhip. 

In favour therefore to the Opinion laſt 
mentioned, what follows is propoſed to the con- 
ſideration of all men, and in purſuancethereof, 
the matter may be firſt ſtated in a gentral and 
brief way. The Seventh day of the Weekss.e. 
that preciſe day was it on which God reſted 
from the great Work of Creation, .*tis not 
Faid that he reſted on one of the Seven, but: 


3 on the Seventh + for upon the other Six he 


wrought 


wrought, and therefore not one of the Seven - 7 
days indifterently direCted unto by, the order 
of Creation, and Law of Nature ; much leſs 
one in Five or Ten days indifferently, or no 
day or time at all; 1t was the preciſe Seventh 
day that God Bleſſed and Sarttifieg at the 
Creation; before ſin entered, and ſo before 
the ſhadows of Chriſt (the Saviour from ſin) 
exiſted. . ?T was the Seventh day that Jehovah 
| Writ with his own Finger, 17 1 ables of Stone, 
when he had declared it (with the reſt of the 
Ten Commandments, the great Tranſcript of 
the Law of Nature) with his own voice as 
the Sabbath day : viz. the day of ordinary 
publick Worſhip. Of this great Law our Lord 

- Chriſt ſaith, Not one jor or tittle ſhall paſs away, 
Mart. 


5. 18. Totheſe Commandments Chriſt 

directs in a way of Obedience to Obtain E- 
ternal Life,Mat. 19. 17. Of this Law the Apo- » 
ſtle ſays they Did not make void through Faith,.  :-: 
but eſtabliſh it, Rom. 3. ult. ?Tis of this Law: 3 

: James ſayes, He that off ends in one Point is gulty ©; 
of all, James 2. 8. ?Tis of the Seventh-Day- 
Sabbath, that our Lord Chriſt ſpeaks and Com- 
mands his Diſciples to pray, That their flight _ 
might not be onit, Mat. 24. 20, This was the: 
day The Holy Women reftgd upon according to 
the Commandment, Luke 23. 56. This was the 
Sabbath the Chriſtian Fews, who were z.ealos of ©: 
of all the Law, kept ; This was the Day, the _-4 
} | B 2 Sabbath * - } 
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- Sabbath: on which many of the Gentiles were 
Converted to Chriſtianity, and on which they 
Jjoyned with the Chriſtian Jews (members of the 

ame Church with themſelves) to Worſhip the true 
_ God,inthe Primitive times of Chriſtianity, As . 
13. 42, 44, ©c. -The due weighing and con- 
ſideration of theſe things hath prevailed with 
ſome againſt -many difficulties to Turn their 
feet unto the Lords Teſtimonies, and in parti- 
cular, to the obſervation of that of the Se- 
venth-day-Sabbath. 

- But the oppoſition made to the Seventh-day- 
Sabbath, is as fierce, and yet as various as hath 
commonly befallen any truth ; and therefore 
it will be abſolutely neceſſary that the Princi- 
ple matters objected ſhould be conſidered, 
and for this end we ſhall reduce them unto 
theſe 3 General Heads. | 
- 1. That whichis excepted againſt it, As be- 
longing to the Law of Nature, 

' 2, As Obligatory on Chriſtians by vertue of 
Old Teſtament Authority. | 
3. Thoſe Objettions from the New Teſta- 
ment againſt it, But to the firſt of theſe, 


F.-: Many men affirm, That the ſeventh day be- 
* longs not tothe Law of Nature, and that theres 


fore tis not the Duty of Chriftians. In Op- 

ſition hereunto, two things are pleada- 

ble. 

I. It follows, not upon a ſuppoſition that 
the 


wa — 
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the Seventh day belongs not unto the Law of 
Nature: that therefore *tis not the Duty of 
Chriſtians, we ſhall produce evidence hereat- 
ter to prove it Obligatory to Chriſtians, by 
| vertue of both the Old & New Teſtament Autho- 
rity; either of which will appear to be ſuffici- 
ent to bind the Conſciences of men to con- 
formity and obedience to the Laws of perpe- 
tuity which they declare. And therefore _ 
2, Let men give but any tollerable definiti- 
on of the Law of Nature, and we doubt not 
but to evidence that the Law of the ſeventh- 
aay-ſabbath belongs thereunto; of which not- 
withſtanding, we ſhall give ſome further ac- 
count elſewhere in this ſmall Treatiſe, and 
for the preſent, conſider of the Propoſitions 
on which great weight is laid for proof of 
the negative. The firſt whereof is, 

' That the Seventh-day-Savbath cant Le krown 
wirhout Divine Revelation. Suppoſing then 
that every thing that belongs to the Law 
of Nature, may be known without D:v:ine 
Revelation, how 1s It demonſtrable that the 
ſeventh day might not be known without Divine 
Revelation ? without doubt, Adam knew by Nan 
ture, what corrupt meitnow do not, nor cannot 
know; and *twere a great preſumption in any 
Are of en, fince fin was fo generally pre- 
valling, to ſay they know or can know all in 
4 Natural way, that Adim in his innocency 
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, - . knew; much more preſumption in Particu- 
| lar Men. The whole World ina manner for 
ſeveral Ages in ANimrods time 'and after 
were ſo far from conſenting to the Law of 
Natures condemning Image-Worſhip, that 
they attelted the contrary. Good as well as 
bad men knew not by the Law of Nature 
that Polygamy was a fin, but by their prac- 
tice believed the contrary ; wherefore ?tis no 
argument that the Seventh day could not or 
cannot be known without Drvine Revelation ; 
for that many men, or many ages of men,did 
not or could not attain to the knowledg of 
it, by Natures light now {ſince the fall; *tis 
{ufficient that it was knowable to innocent 
man, and that it was not ſo, is preſumption 
in any ſort of Lapſed men to affirm. He 
knew how tv give Proper Names to the Beaſts, 
@'c. wpori firſt fight which is as great a 
wonder to corrupt man, as how he ſhould 
know-rhe Sabbath. 

2. Dr. Owen and ſeveral Learned men af- 
firm, that the Heathens without the Advan- 
tage of the Divine Scripture, knew the Se- 
venth day to be Sacred, and therefore gave it 
Honour. Exer. de Sab. p. 139, 140. _ 

3- The Antient; ; Phyloſophers knew as 
much of Nature as moſt men do now, 
and yet were they divided in their Opint- 
ons about Moral good or evil in a mul- 
5s ; | titude 


Pp 


thence aroſe the 7wo Hundred Eighty Eight 
Sets of Philoſophers. Some aſſerted that to be 
openly againſt the prevailing Law of Nature, 
which was not, viz. the killing any lsving Crea- 
tare ; others aſſerting that as Lawfull which 
was not, viz. Jnceſs in the neareſt in- 
ſtances ; with Sodomy by the Hagr, and ſome 
of the moſt Learned Greeks : Others, That 
neither Theift, Adultery, nor Sacriledge, had 
any thing Evil, or Filthy in them mm their own 


Nature : Plats promiſcuous uſe of wives, 


was Confirmed by Law at Sparta ; with other 
inſtances to the ſame purpoſe: inſomuch that 


Plato in his Obſervation of the difference a- - - 
bout good and evil, duty and vice, &c-af= 


firms,that if any one name either Silver or Iron; 
preſently all men agree what it is that is intended; 


but if they ſpeak. of that which 1s juſt, and good, 2 


preſently we are at variance with others, and a= 


mong our ſelves, Page 141. ?Tis therefore to 1 


be fear'd, that if men wholly rejected D:vzx6 


Revelation to know Natural good or evil by ;. 


the ſame Unhappineſs and Confuſion might 
re-enter the world, aud infeſt the Church. 


4. The Papiſts do aſſert the Adoration- and - | 
Worſhip of Images to be not onely Lawful, but . 


Vertuous, though they have both Natural and 


Divine Revelation; and ſome of them af- © :; 


firm the Second Commandment to be a T1 empo- 


. rary Law, Were Proteſtants to deal with them 
| MW B 4 in 
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titude of Caſes, as the NoCtor ſheweth ; and 
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in this caſe, or in that of their Wafer-God, they 
would certainly labour under great difficulty to 
Convert a Pap:ſ}} without Divine Revelation : 
would they not ſtripthemſelves of the moſt pre- 
vailing & convincing Arguments that could be 
brought againſt them, ſhould the Scriptures be 
laid aſide 1n the deciſion of this controverſy. 
5. ?Tis concluded, that Adoration to the 
Creatour is due upon the Authoriy of the 
Law of Nature ; And that the Son of 
God Created the World is alſo Aſſented 
to: but how. men ſhould know that the 
Son of God Created the World without Dz#vine 
Revelation, is as great a Myſtery, if not greater, 
than to know the World was S:x Days in ma- 
k:ng, and that the Seventh 1s the Sabbath : 
Wherefore ?tis evident>that things may belong 
to the Law of Nature that areevery way as much 
out of the Common Reach and Cognizance of 
mankind as that of the Seventh-Day-Sabbath. 
6. If Divine Revel.:t1on muſt be excluded from 
knowing the Law of Natare by :;, Divine Illumi- 
zation on the ſame ground may, for that Dzvine 
THluminiation is as truly Supernatural, as Divine 
Revelation,ard both of the ſame Goſpel-Nature 
fince the Fall of the World ; if then Divine 
” JIJllmination ſhould be Rejected as unneceſla- 
{ - Ty to know the Law of Nature by, not only 
-- freewill, but the purity of nature muſt be main- 
>. tained in the higheſt degree, contrary both 
-- to the truth of Scripture and manifeſt Expe- 
= TIence, 
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rience; for from both it is evident, that with- 
out Divine Illuminating Grace to inlighten 
darkned underſtandings, men would be ſo 
far from knowing all the particulars of the 
Law of Nature, that ſcarce any part of it 
would be known by them; or knowable to 
them ; *tis certain, that. the very adherance to 
good, in point of doing or knowing) is attri- 
butable to the influencing Power of Divine 
Grace. But | 
7. May not Humane Information come 
under the ſame Notion of uſeleſneſs to 
know the parts. of the Law of Nature by ; 
as well as Divine Revelation, every man will 
allow a far greater certainty in D:vime Re- 
velation than in Humane Information: And 
can any man ſuppoſe then, that that which 
has the leaſt of certainty is indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſlary unto this end; and that which hath 
infallible certainty,is altogether uſeleſs and un- 
neceſſary : Beſides» that-the firſt man before he 
had any of mankind to converſe with (and 
ſo was uncapable of any humane information) 
did without queſtion know the Law of Na-. 
ture. And hence here were {ome colourable plea, 
to rejeft Humane Information as being indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary unto this end.Notwithſtand- 
ing which, if D:v:ze Revelation ſhould he laid 
aſide, and Humane Information alſo, as not. 
neceſſary to the attaining the knowledg of 
the 
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the Law of Nature by, what a miſt of dark- 
neſs would hereby be brought upon the World 
about the particulars of the Law of Nature. 
The Apoſtle argues the Natural Preheminen- 
cy of the ar above the Womar, and io the 
Womans Subje&tion; from the Mans being 
firſt made, But how this ſhould have been 
known by us without Divine Revelation or Hu- 
mane Information want?s a Solution. Our Lord 
Chriſt argues the unlawfulneſs of Putting away ; 
and thence implies againſt Polygamy, for that 
they were Created ale and Female, not Male 
and Females; but that they were ſo Created, is 
only knowableby us from D:v:ne or umane In- 
formation : Many Children do not know their 
own Parents, nor Parents their Ch:ldren but by 
Humane Information, or that which 1s equiya- 
lent to it; Does it hence follow;the F:*frb Com- 
mandment is not belonging to the Law of Na- 
tare ? Almoſt all Caſes of Right in a Judiciary 
deciſfion, is dependant-upon Humane Informa- 
tion, between one man and another, and be- 
tween God and man, for that the Judicial 
ſentence is regularly attained and pronoun- 
ced upon Moral evidence or Humane informa- 
tion: Superiours & Inferiours are known thus one 
unto another, and yet *tis preſumed, the duties 
relative in ſuch Perſons, are not therefore diſ- 
ſolved as Arbitrary or Ceremonall, becauſe the 


- © Knowledge of the Perſons,and ſo of the things, 
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comes this way; we might inſtance in a mul- 
titude of general and particular Caſes, to give 
further Confirmation unto this ; but theſe are 
ſufficient, to build this Concluſion upon, viz. 
That ſince the fall of Man,humane Information is 
not wnneceſſary,much leſs Divine Revelation for the 
attaining of the knowledg of the law of Nature by. 

Creation and Providence.- Declara- 
tion ſince the fall; are manag*d in a ſub- 
ſervient way to accommodate Goſpel-ends ; 
there is frequent Supernatural declarations in 
and by Created exiſtences and providential 
occurrences,the Sur ſtands ſtill to favour a Goſ- 
pel-like obedient people who were ſo in Cere- 
monialls as well as Morals, it goes back on the 
ſame account in Hezekahs time ; the Heaven 
is made Braſs, and the Earth Iron, becauſe 
of ſin, and as well for Ceremonial as Moral ;; 
for ſuch ſins againſt ( not natural, but) Cere- 
monial Laws was Chorah, Nadab and Abihu, 
the men of Bethſhemoſh, & Vzzah ſmitten, the 
Corinthians ſick, and ſome dead for their abuſs 
in the Lords Supper. Hence therefore it ap- 
pears » that the Heaven and Earth, and 
providence-declaration are ſo much of a Goſ- 
pel Nature, that there were no more certainty 
of meaſuring what is of or belonging to the 
Law of Nature; by the Voice and Language 
thereof, than by Divine Revelation ; but by the 
ſame meaſures one 1s ejected, the _—_ : & 
PRRnts © | rom 


from all that has been urged on this account; 
*tis concluded ; 
- 1. That the poſition is untrue,that affirms the 
Seventh-day unkzyowable wit hout DivineRevelation, 
2. That in caſe it were never ſo true, yet 
it follows not thence, but that the Seventh-day- 
Sabbath belongs to the Law of Nature. 
Exc.2.That which belongs to the Law of Nature, 
has a goodneſs in its own Nature ; but the Seventh 


day 1510 better in its own Nature than the Firſt, or 


any other of the week, Tt may. be obſerved, 

1. Thatmany mendo often ſo State Mat- 
ters, as that there is ſcarce any difference to 
be diſcerned between Y:ce and YVertue, Good 
or Evil: and ſo *tis indeed in the Caſe before 
us 3 for inthe Nature of killing, without other 
Circumſtances and Conſiderations, there is no 
difference in the nature of the thing between 
| killing one man and another ; but every man 
knows there 1s a great difference in the Na- 
tare of the thing between killing a Prince and 
a Peaſant ;, between killing in Se/f-defence and 
preſervation,and in a bloody malicious arogant 
frame ; the one 1s a Duty, and the other is a 
'great Sz - juſt ſo ?tis in the Caſe of the Se- 
venth day, for though days be allowed under 


this bare Notion (which yet ſome do not) to- 


have no difference in them, yet it hence fol- 
lows not but that the Severth day as ?tis di- 
rected unto by the Law of Nature (of which 
here» 
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hereafter in the ſequel, and ſo is by Nature 
determined as the Sacred Day of Reft ;) has 


a natural goodneſs in it more than the other 


S:x days of the week, which by the ſaid Law 
were made Common days for Labour. 
2. There is in the nature of it no excel- 


| lency (without other Circumſtances) in one 


day in Sever or Ten, more than in one day in 
Fourteen, Twenty, Thirty, or a Hunared ;, but 
notwithſtanding, if we admit days to be ſtated 
with that. neceſſary Circumſtance for the or- 
dinary time of worſhip, few -men that have 
any. care for. Religion but will allow a Na- 
tural Excellency. and Juſtneſs in one in Sever 
for that end; above and beyond what is in 
one in Fourteen, 1 wenty, Thirty, or one Hun- 
dred; in Like manner, Reſt ſucceeding La- 
bour, and that the time of Gods Working and 
Reſting is moſt proper to be a boundary and 
direCtion to mans Labour, and Reſting ; be- 
fides (as before) that *tis the determined day 
by the Law of Nature, That time that God 
work?t upon is moſt proper to be mans work- 
ing time; and that time that he Sabatized upon, 
moſt fit to be a Sabbath for Mar, unleſs we will 
juſtifie a running Coxnter unto God. Where- 
fore we conclude, againſt the propoſition op- 
poſed by us, that there 1s that goodneſs in the 
Nature of the Seventh-day, taking in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances and Conſiderations that appertain 
unto 
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| (14) 
unto it, that is not attributable to any other 
day of the Week or Month, &c. | 
Excep- 3. That belongs not tothe Law of Na- 
ture which is impoſſible to be known and obſerved 
by all the World at one and the ſame time; but 
the Seventh-day-Sabbath is ſo, the Sailing and 
Paſſing, ſome Eaft and others Weſt, will occaſion 
the loſs and gain of a day between them. 
'Tiscertain, that God reſted the Seventh day, 
and therefore Commanded the obſervation 
of the ſame Seventh day to Iſrael; and it is 
thence evident, that the Seventh-day-Sabbath 
' was not then unknowable or unpracticable 
to Iſrael in the Wilderneſs, and that alone 
were a ſufficient guidance to all other Parts 
of the World ; for ſince that time, it has ne- 
ver been loſt. ?Tis evident in reaſon and 
experience, that the adjoyning Inhabitants to 
Canaan or the Wilderneſs,need not Labour un- 
der any difficulty, much leſs impoſſibility to 
to know the Seventh day there ; ſince *tis 
well known by their Neighbours, and ſo from 
one to another to the utmoſt part of the 
World; beſides that the $4 Conſtantly runs 
\ his Courſe, and divides between Day and 
Night, and does ſo every 1 weanty-Forr hours : 
And what ever men Loſe of Gain in their Paſ- 
ſages, the Su7 never fo Loſes or Gains; that 
which is the Seventh day in Canaan, Is not the 
Eighth in any part of the World, *tis only 
{ome 
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ſome hours variation ; and what ſhould make 
men then dream of a difficulty, yea an'impoſ- 
ſibility, notwithſtanding this, to find ont the 


the Seventh day ; the Sun never Loſeth one in 


Seven, much leſs one in one. The Jews who 
have been and now are diſperied almoſt in- 
to every City or Nation, yet never Labour- 
ed under any difficulty, much leſs impoſſibility 
on this account that ever we heard of; ?tis 
ſtrange, that theſe men who know ſo much 
at Sea, ſhould not alſo know as much by Land, 
1-e. the Courſe of the Sun: their Art ſeems to 
exceed in Gain and Loſs, but in Reduttion to 
the proper courſe and Center of things *tis de- 
fetivezthey had rather puzzle themſelves with 
Loſs and Gain, than expel ſuch Confuſions by 


- reducing. But 


2, This Exception makes as much againſt 
the Firſt, or any one day in a week as the Se- 
venth ;, for if it be impoſlible to know or ob- 
ſerve the Seventh day in all the parts of the 
World at one time; fo *tis the F:rft, or any 
other day : and tis as irrational to think that 
a poſitive Law of God ſhould Command im- 
poſlibilities, as the Law of Nature exact 
ſuch. 

3. The Exception in the Conſequence of it 
leads to nothing but Confufion ; by the ſame 
meaſures the Seventh day is rendered impofli- 
ble to be known or praCtifed ; the F:rf day 
Is, 


> 37 "<a V . " = - : 
ak” o py % 4 "I y % b = , 3 
i= I I IEICE. . ld a l act 
( 


| is, and ſo any one day in Sever, Ten, Twen« 
ty, a Hundred, or Three Hundred Sixty Five: 
ſo that no one day in a Tear can be ſuppoſed poſ- 
ſible upon the like grounds at one and the ſame 
time tobe obſerved. And then, if ſuch Objec- 
ters allow any time as duty for publick worſhip 
(which ſome of them deny Ytis with the greateſt 
Confuſions imaginable, i. e- Some Nations keep 
one day by the will of God; and others ano- 
ther, or every Nation or People to do on this 
account what is right in their own Eyes. But. for 
further Anſwer to this, we will inſert what 
we find from one who 'tis like underſtood the 
Mathematicks better than many of theſe pre- 
tenders, viz. Shepherd on the Sabbath, pag. 
148. Theſ. 207. whoſe words are, 

TI (hall therefore conclude, and ſhut up theſe 

things with anſwer to Mr. Carpenters and 
Heylins iventgs 47 argument againſt the Sah- 
bath, which they have F van compaſſing the whole 
Earth and Heavens about to find out, never 
heard of till their days, and now it"s brought 
to light, I would not make mirth with it (as 
ſome have done, ana left the ſcruple untoucht) 
but in words of ſobriety, and ſeriouſneſs, and 
plainneſs. If the Sabbath or Lords Day (/ay 
they) be moral, then the moral Law is ſub- 
ject to manifold mutation ; becauſe the Nati- 
ons iſſuing out of Noahs Ark, ſpread them- 
ſelves from thence over the Face of the 
whole 
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- whole earth, ſome farther, ſome at a ſhor- 
ter diſtatice, whereby by changing the lon- 
gitude ' with their habitation, they .muſt of 
neceſſity alter .the differences of times; nei- 
ther can any. exa(tly and preciſely obſerve 
any one day, either as it was appointed by 
Moſes, or as it was inſtituted by Chriſts Apo- 
ſtles afterwards, by reaſon of the manifold 
tranſportation of Colonies, and tranſmigra- 
tion of Nations, from one region into ano- 
ther, whereby the times muſt neceſſarily be 
ſuppoſed to vary. The Anſwer is ready and 
 eaſie, viz. Although the Nations Iſſued out of 
Noahs Ark, py ſpread themſelves over the 


face of the whole earth, ſome farther, ſome at 
a ſhorter diſtance, and whereby changing their 
longitude altered the differences of time ;, ſome be- 


sming the day ſooner, ſome later, yet they might 
W the fs day, for the is ts bot jap 
and meaſured by the Sun, and the Sun comes to 
one meridian ſooner or later then to another, ' 
and hence the day begins in one place ſooner or 
' later then in another, and ſo the beginning of 
the day is (reſpettively) varied, but yet the 
day it ſelf remains nnchangeably the fame - 
what though our Countreymen in Old England 
begin their Sabbath above 4. hours before us in 
the New ;, they begin at their evening, we at our 
evening, yet both may and .do obſerve the ſame 
$ aay ; all Nations aye bound ta keep holy a ſe- 
Ls G venth 
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venth part of time, but that time muſt be re- 
gulated by the Sun, neither 1s it neceſſary that 
the ſame individual 24., hours ſhould be obſer- 
ved by all, but the ſame day asit is meaſured 
by the Sun in this or that place, which may be- 
gi in places more Eafterly many hours ſooner than 
n other places more Weſterly;, a aay 1s not pro- 
perly time, but a meaſure of time,” and therefore 
the manifola tranſportation of Colonies, and 
the tranſmigration of Nations from one Region 
unto another, hinger not at all, but that they may 
exattly and preciſely obſerve the ſame day; 
which was inſtituted and appointed: for al- 
though the time of the beginning of the day be 
varied, yet the day it ſelf is not, cannot be va- 
ried or changed, Now whereas they ſay, 
That if any man ſhould travelthe World a- 
bout, a whole day muſt needs be varied, and 
if two men from the ſame placetravel, the 
one Eaſtward, the other Weſtward, round 
about the Earth, and meet in the ſame place 
again, they ſhall find, that he who hath gone 
Eaſtward hath gotten, and the other going 
Weſtward hath loſt a Day in their Account ; 


yea, the Hollanders after their diſcovery of 


Freetum de Mayre, coming home to their 
Countrey, found by comparing their Ac- 
counts with their Countrey-men at home, 
that. they had loſt a Day, having gone Weſt- 
ward, and ſo compaſled the Earth _—_ 
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F anſwer, what though a. Traveller varying per 
petually the quantity of the day, by dog" of his 
continual moving with or 4ganſs the Suns moti- 
on, in time get or loſe a:day in his account? us 
the day therefore of it's own Nature variable 
or changeable ? God hath placed the Sun in the” 
Firmament, and appointedit for times and ſea- 
ſons, and in ſpecial for the regulating of the 
day, and as the motion of the Sun is conſtant, 
ſo there is an ordinary and conſtant ſucceſſion 
of days without variation; for unleſs the Suns courſe 
be changed, the day which is regulated by it, 
#snot changed, Now if any will travel round a- 
bout the world, and ſo anticipate or ſecond the 
diurnal Motion of the Sun, and thereby varying 
continually the quantity of the day, at length 
gainor loſe a day, according to their reckoning, 
they may and ought then to corre - their . ac--* 
counts : Gregory the 13. having found the Ty- 
lian year to be too preat for the motion of the 
mn, cut off ten days, by which the e/Aquinoxes 
and Solſtices had anticipated their proper places, 
that ſo the year might be kept at it*s right peri= 
ods : andis it not as good reaſon that a travel- 
ler who oppoſing the Suns diurnall-courſe - conti- 
nually ſhortens ſomewhat of the day, till at laſt 
in compaſſing the earth round he gains a whole _ 
day, Now cut off in his accounts that day which 
be bath gained by anticipating the Suns courſe, 
and ſo retifie his arcount.. of the day ? For ws 
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. every Region and Commtry 
F- fred [2 Janch as Men are to begin the day at 
b that time when the day naturally begins in that 

Place; ſo likewiſe they are to reckon and count 
- The dayes as they are there regulated and Ordes 

Yed by the Sun, and that ſhould be the firſt or 

ſecond day of the week_to them, which is 1a- 
 twrally the firſt or ſecond day of the week, to that 
place where they are : and thus their daubts are 
eaſily ſatisfied when they return to tbe place 
from whence they firſt came. But if any ſhall 
ſay it's very difficult for men thus to rectify 
their accounts, and to obſerve that time in 
every place which was at firſt inſtituted, and 
it's probable that the nations in their ſeve- 

ral tranſmigrations and tranſportations never 
- ufed any ſuch courſe. The anſwer 1s obvious, 
mens weakzeſs, or mplet and careleſsneſs to do 
what they ought, is not a ſufficient argument to 
prove that mr to be' their duty; beſides *tis not 
probable that any nations were thus put to it to 
travel rowd about the whole Earth (althongh 
fome parricular perſons in this latter age have 
favled "_ _ 2, and _— could- not 
mary a whole day poſſibly, but going ſome Eaſft- 
= a. ſome Weſbwod os F, ba nmr ſome 
-  Northward; they ſpread themſelves over the 
face of the whole earth, ſome at @ ſhorter, ſome 
 #'# farther aſtamte; and. ſo ſome began the day 
- fowiy, ſore later, and yet all (as bath beep 
«& Fs  ſhewn) 
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fhewn) might obſerve the ſame day: The imv- 
rality of the Sabbath is not built upon Aftro- 
| nomical or Geometrical principles, and therefore 
k  #t cannot fall by any ſbady ſpeculations fo far 
fetche. Es 
E-xcep. 4. Morals give not place to Ceremo- 
nials, but the Seventh-day-Sabbath doth, as in 
the plucking of the ears of Corn; Gircumci- 
fion. on it, &c. therefore it does not belong 
to the Law of Nature. | » 
That ever the Sabbath gave place fo Ce- 
remonials, wants a cogent Reaſon to eyince 
it, C:rcumciſmg, offeting Sacrifice, &c. yyere 
the Worſhip of God, and fo proper fofthe 
Sabbath ;, for That's the day of Sacred Wor- 
| ſhip: Nor was the Plucking the ears of Corn, 
im the Diſciples Circumſtances, any breach of 
the Law of the Sabbath, | £ 
Secondly, Moſt Men yet allow, the Prohi= © 
bition againſt Aarrying a Natural Sifter 5 : 
and that a Man ſhould have but ove Wife at * 
once (they being oze Fleſh ;) to be oral Laws: .. - 
How came then the firſt Ages to be allowed int 
Marrying Natural Sifters : And the Jews dif- 
fpenced with, .in putting away their Wzves; -: 
Þ (though oze Fleſh ;) ſo that were the Propo- 
ſition granted ; that the Sabbath gave way 
to Ceremonials, it follows not, that it belongs 
not to: the Law of Nature. _ 
Fhirdly, The Wiſe, and great Conniander 
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(22) 
and. Law-g:ver, did certainly intend, that 
the Ceremonial Laws ſhould be Obſerved with 
equal C:rcumſpettion and ſtrictneſs, as his 410- 
ral Laws. And therefore His ſever:t:es have 
been equally manifeſted againſt Ceremonial Sin- 
ners, as againſt Moral : And for this, was 
Nadab, and Abihu, the Men of Bethſhemoſh, 
UVzza, and the Corinthians, ſmitten. Where- 
. fore it is no Argument of force, that the 
Sabbath- was Ceremonial, in that Chriſt juſti- 
fies his Dsſciples in pulling the ears - of Corn, 
by inſtances of a ceremonzal Nature; becauſe 
the ceremonial Law ought to have been pre- 
ſerved equally inviolable with the ſame ſtrict- 
neſs as the oral. 

Theſe are the moſt material Exceptions 
againſt the Seventh-day-Sabbath, that we have 
taken -notice of from the Law of Nature. 
We come then in the next place, to thoſe 
_ that relate to the Old-1eſtament ; 

' The 1. whereof is, That the Seventh day 
3 Gen. 2. #s ſpoken of only by way of Antici- 


3 | pation, 07 4s God's Reſt ; and not relating un- 


zo Man : And that the Law of the Jews on- 


E- - ly concerned thery ; not the Gertiles. 


Wee ſhall endeavour the demonſtration of 
Three things ; 
I. That the Seventh day is not inſerted 
in Gen. 2. by way of Prolepſis. 
2, 'That-it is not abſolutely relative unto 
_ | 3. That 
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3. That the Laws given to the Jews con- 
cerned the Gentiles; And therefore 
_ Firſt, To the firlt, Whereas ?tis urged, 
That the Record un Geri. 2. touching the Se- 
wventh day, ts only inſerted ” way of Prolepfis ; 
and that Conſequently by the ſame Record, the 
Obſervation of the Seventh day was not incum- 
bent on the Gentiles. VOOe 
To which we ſay, that ?tis ſtrange Men 
ſhould content themſelves with bare Afirma- 
tions and Negations, as they do in this caſe. 
*Tis not therefore to be concluded ?tis ſo in- 
ſerted in the Record; becauſe ſome Men ſay 
*tis ſo: Nor did we ever ſee or hear any 
thing Rational, pleaded or pretended, why 
it muſt be ſo; but the contrary, as we ſhall 
now evince. And therefore, Aj 
Secondly, No Anticipation is to be put up- 
en any Text of Scripture, unleſs a juſt ne- 
ceſlity compel it, for otherwiſe the order of 
Hiſtory may be inverted at Mens pleaſures : 
And therefore the Reaſon why Anticipations |} 
are allowed in any Text of Scripture, is be-\ * 
cauſe there is ſome neceſſity or other ariſing, | 
to preſerve the Verity, or Sence of Scrip- 3 
ture; but there 1s no ſuch thing to- be plea- 1 
ded in this caſe: Therefore no Arricipation * 
to be obtruded on the Text. WW 
Thirdly, Anticipations are only to be al- 4 
| lowed in any Texr, when either the ſame or 3 
U4. _, my 


ſome other Text, diſcovers that fo it is. . But 
we preſume no /«ch Thing can be aſſigned, 
relating to the thing under conſideration ; 
therefore none here to be admitted. 
Fourthly, The Learned Excercitator or 
_ Heb. 4. at large proveth. the contrary ; from 
the ſaid Text, in that the Seventh day is 
there ſpoken of, as a Reſt of Man from the 
Beginning. For ?tis not of God's Keſt ab- 
 ſolutely, that the Author to the Hebrews 
treateth. 
Fifthly, The Parallel Text, viz. Exod. 20. 
& In conſiſtency with the Coherence of this {ext 
'.. of Gen, 2. doYote againſt this Fancy; For on 
-- the ſame ground that it is ſaid to be ſartt;- 
fied, Gen. 2. *tis ſaid to be commanded, Exod. 
20. And the Keaſon of both, every way as 
+. _-Proper to Man at the Creation, as to Man or 
©  Jſſracl afterwards. 
--, Sixthly, Asthe aforeſaid Learned Man faith, 
{7 Tis an unparallePd Anticipation for Age, 
-  *viz, of Two Thouſand years Length ; So un- 
--.couth and Monſtrons, that no Writer, Com- 
IF _=_ or Sacred, can afford an inſtance of lik 
- kind. | 
Seventhly, Antieipations do, when meetly 
- allowed, afford ſme Savour to ſuch Texts, 
” - Which otherwiſe were harſh. But this con- " 
| -trary hereto ſuggeſteth, That God did not 
Command the Sevemrh Day till Two Thouſand © Þ, 
b- | years 
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+. years after the world was. made : And that 
' then He commanded the Seventh Day of the 
Week, becauſe He had reſted on that Day of ' 
the Week, Two Thouſand years before He com- 
_ -manded it. Whereas if we take the Text as 
it lies, as a proper part of the Hfory, and 
; Narative, in Ger, 2. then all things run clear 
\ and Savoury, viz. God the Firſt-Seventh Day 
© Sandvtified it; becauſe that in it He had reſd. 
And having at the Creation Sandtified it, He 
''” added again at Sima: a Command for it; on 
' the ſame ground. x 
ff Laſtly, The Law of the Ter Command- 
+ - ments 15, by the New-Teſftament Writers, de- 
- clared to Exiſt, before given at Simar; in 
' which Law the Seventh Day was comprehen- 
a ded; and Adam, & all the World brought by 
' it under Guilt; which could not be, unleſs the 
\ Fourth, as well as the other of the ſaid Com- 
mandments had been the Firſ# Man's Duty ; 
and therefore no Antic:pation is to: be allow- 
._ ed or admitted, tonching the Seventh day as 
.* - *tis recorded in Gen. 2. 
j Secondly, The ſecond thing: Excepted: as to 
\-* this Text is, {hat the Seventy Day mentioned 
i #1 the Record, Gen. 2. was Santtified for God: 
hk bhimfelf. not for Man. Ein 
{© The ſame words of Sanftifying the Se- 
i wventh Day, Exod. 20. reſpected Man, and 
bound Men to the Obſervation of the Seventh: 


Day ; 
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Day z' Why then ſhould the ſame words, and 
| on the ſame reaſon, and with the ſame pro- 


Priety and fitneſs elſewhere, 7. e. in Gen. 2, 


e denied to concern Man, and bind him 
to the Obſervation of the Seventh Day. Iſra- 
el ought therefore to keep the Seventh Day, 
becauſe God Bleſſed and Santtified it. And 
for the ſame Reaſon, if God at the Creati- 
on, Bleſſed and Santtified it ; ought not' Adam, 
 and-other Men to keep it ? 

Secondly, Chriſt aſſerts the Sabbath to be 
made for Man, Mark, 2. ult. but contrary 
hereto, this Conception denyes it to be made 
for Man, but for God only ; for making a 
Sabbath, is to Santtify and Bleſs it. 

| Thirdly, The Creatour of the ends of the 
earth is not weary, nor needs He Keſt, nor 
has He any to Worſhip; for He alone is to 
be Worſhiped ; neither does He want Edi- 
fication, nor needs He a Day for Aemorzal, 
ſeeing He is not incident to Forgerfulneſs : 
for what end: then can it be Fancied, that 
this Seventh Day ſhould be SanCtified by God 
for Himſelf only? - it really ſeems to us to 
be an undigeſted Fancy, for which no cogent 
Reaſon is aſlignable. 

Fourthly, if God SanCtified the Seventh day 


for himſelf abſolutely ; then it was. certainly - 


on ſome Moral account, not for a ceremon:- 
ous end ; for though He command Ceremonials 
to 
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- to Men, yet. does He not propound any for - 
himſelf abſolutely. | 


Fifthly, If God Bleſſed and Santified the 
Seventh Day for himſelf abſolutely, then *tis to 
all Ages a ſufficient Rule for Men to walk by; 
to chuſe time or ſeparate it, for *tis every 
way meet that Men ſhould imitate God, to 
be as like him as they can: And it will 
follow, that his ſanCtified day ſhould be Mans 
Holy-day-. But we-haſten now to the third 
and laſt thing of this Exception, which is, 

Thirdly,That the Old Teſtament-Laws, or thoſe 
given to the Jews, aid n0t concern the Gentiles. 

That the Laws of the Old Teſtament 
did not concern the Gert:les, nor bind them 
to the Duties therein ſpecified ; we take to 
be of ſuch dangerous Conſequence, that ?tis 
abſolutely neceſſary, we take ſome pains to 
refute it, eſpecially for that *tis a prevailing 


Opinion amongſt ſome ſorts of People. And 


therefore, 2704 
Firſt, Circumciſion was the Concernment 


of the Gentzles before the coming of our Lord 


Chriſt, as well as the Jews. And that it was, 


is thus evinced : 
. Firſt, The Lord, by the Prophet Feremiah, 
threatens to puniſh the Circumciſed with the 
uncircumciſed, and reckons up ſeveral of the 
Heathen Nations ; and then adds, for all the © 
Nations, as the Hebrews has it, are uncircumci- 
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ſed (that is to ſay in Fleſh) and'the Houſe of 


Iſrael is uncircumcſed in heart : And "tis al- 


ways to be noted, that when God affigns 


Cauſes for puniſhing Men, ?tis for Sin ; there- 
fore it was the Gentiles Nations Sin. they 
were not Circumciſed. 

Secondly, Who ever of the Gentiles the Jews 
baught, or were bor» in their honſes, were 
to be Circumciſed ; therefore Circumciſion 
belonged to more perſons than. Fews. And 

T birdly, If Circumciſion were abſolutely 
the. Duty of all thoſe Gentiles the Fews had 
er over ; (for elſe why ſhould the Fews 
commanded to compel them to be Cir- 
cumciſed, if it were not their Duty) it ne- 
cellarily implyes, that it was their Duty be- 
fore they were ſo bought, or born in their 
houſes; unleſs it be thought that the Ger- 
e#les, when made ſlaves to 1ſracl, were then 
0 be Circumciſed ; but when they were Free 
Men, it was neither their Duty nor Privi- 
ledge : But *tis alien to the Scripture to af- 
firm, That the Worſhip of God, and the 
Laws thereof were a duty to Servants, but not 
to Free-Men : And if it was their duty be- 
fore they were Servanes, then it follows, That 
it was all Gezriles duty. SE | 

Fourthly, By the Record, both of Old and: 
New-T eſt ament, *tis manifeſt, that many Ger- 
ties were Circumciſed ; We demand os 

Whe- 
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Whether herein they did aft conformable 3 
pr” repugnant. to Duty, or only as a matter IJ 
Oo . 
For the 1/}. If the Gentiles were Circum- 
_.ciſed in conformity to Duty, then the Cauſe 

is granted. 
The 24. is too notoriouſly abſurd for any 

to affirm, viz. That thoſe Gent:les who were 
proſelyted to Iſrael, and thereby came under 
the bleſſings of that, Covenant ; did therein 

att repugnant. and contrary to Duty. 

The 34. we now examine, #*. e. whether 
the Gentiles in ſubmitting to Circumciſion, 
did it, or were to do i, only as a matter 
of Liberty, and not as Dnty. . wu 

_ Firſt, Then, that Laws ftrictly obligatory 
to oe ſort of Men, ſhould be fuppoſd mat- 
ter of Liberty to another fort of Peopke, is 
an unparalkePd Cafe. To threaten ruine - 
to ove for non-obſervance, and declare ano 
ther at Liberty, and a-like acceptable in ob- + 
ſerving, or not obſerving, is very unſuitable 
; to any wiſe Law-gzver; though of frail Man- 
3 Kind; much more unworthy of the All-wiſe 
' and perfeft One. To leave the Gerriles at 
{5 Liberty, whither they would obſerve his 
2 Laws or not, is to repreſent God as indiffe- 
* .” rentabout the having his Laws done, as Men 
too commonly are in doing of them. 
Secondly, The Lord gives gracious Encous 


. i» 
» , IT C S.- -* "4 LOW w_ 
44.5 - mga in & - > tn 


"7 


4 
. 
, 


4 , "» : FY 7, * 5: 4 _ " i [9 
"* < bad , : , PA LR *: i " 4 6 2 Ee, w. k ”—_ « k ” , £4 / " *. #4 ' , ' . "Fr . , 
- W- PM Wa "V1 ras 1 ' ov, : | . F "Fq *& T "1 y : 1 # 3 *» a id ad" _ o 
KY . = Sy = : - "\d R 2 : bs "2A % . , d be , - bs ps 'S . 
$ - wr w "3 KY 44 mo f, 's : : S - | . a F 
” G A 7 *2 L : . . . . . * as - b a . = 1; . 4 i - . £1 = Ty * = C 2 : 
; 4 , » + » : ” ” F , 
A 'o thoſe of iles. 


joyned- themſelves to his houſe and. people, 


and to theſe that ſhould ſo do, 1/a. 56. And 


ſuch encouragements as are comprehenſive of 


the greateſt Bleſſings and. Good: Can any- 
then imagine, that ſince their being Circum- . 


ciſed, #. e. the Gentiles, and joyning to the 


Lord and his People 1/racl, by obſerving his 


Laws; had fo great a good, and bleſſings 


of ſo high a nature attending it, that the. 


Gentiles were at Liberty by the Will of God, 
whether they would ſo aft, as to obtain 
thoſe great. Bleſſings or not. 
never to be indifferent about that which 


=: is really for their great good and happineſs : 
E-. - Muchleſs can any think that God is ſo, by ma- 
*- - king it only indifferent to Men, whether they 
© take thoſe meaſures that will, upon the in- 
fallibility of his words and promiſe, pro- 


mote their ſingular good and advantage. 

. - Thirdly, *Tis evident it was not barely 
matter of Liberty, for things ſo done, or 
to be done; have not the availing conſequent 
of ſuch bleſſings as before ſpecified ; and 
when Circumciſton was aboliſhed, the Apo- 
ftle gives this Charatter of it, That neither 
Circuniciſion, nor uncircumciſion availeth any 
thing; and He that is uncircumciſed, let him 
-not "become Circumciſed ; which are of a quite 
difterent nature from that in Iſa. 
tes ec | Fourthly, 


Men are. 


3 +: Fourthly, I demand, wheth 
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er. 
Worſhip was propounded by God ta the: 
Gentiles, different from that appointed to the 
Jews; and where *tis to be found, and what 


' were the Ordinances and Laws-of it; - and 


whether in ſo doing, they were capable of 


. attaining the bleſſings of God for Soul and 


Bady, of Heaven and Earth ? If they were, 
and things really ſo, then, what Reaſon can 
be aſſigned, wherefore they ſhould have a Li- 
berty to conform alſo tothe Fews Laws,though 
diſtinct and different from their own ; where- 
as the Jews, though far more priviledged 
than they, were never diſpenſed with, to 
vary from their Laws, or add to their Ob- 


 ſervances? And if they were capable of at- 


taining ſuch Blefledneſs in that diſtin& way. 
of Worſhip of their own, - of what ſignifi- 
cancy then are the promiſes of God, to ſuch. 
of the Gentiles as ſhould be Circumciſed, and 
joyn themſelves to his Houſe and: People, 
if they could attain ſuch Bleſſings without 
ſo doing? And if they could not, then was 


Circumciſion & the Laws of 1ſrael your neceſ- 


ſary Duty to attain them. From all which 
we conclude, Circumciſion was the Gerrzles 
Duty, as well as the Jews - And he that was 
Circumciſed was made a Proſelyte, and was 
a Debtor to do the whole Law. And hence 
then the Law of the Fews concerned the Ger. 
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_ Secondly, That the Jews Law concerned the 
Gentiles, - is manifeſt, in that there was as 
in the general, to be one Law for the ftran- 
ger, as the home-born, Exod. 49. Numb. 25» 
 t5, 19. So particularly, as 1ſrael was to Af- 
fli their Souls on the Tenth day of the Se- 
venth Month, fo was the ſtranger comman- 
ded to do, Lev. 16. 29. As they were to per- 
form their Offerings, ſo were the ſtrangers 
to do, Numb, 15. 16. As Death was appoin- 
ted for the Puniſhment of Blaſphemers in 
Iſrael: fo it was proportioned to: the Stran- 
gers, and inflicted on the So of the Egyptian 
Man.z and therefore oze Law commanded 
for the ſtranger and home-born, Lev. 34. 16, 
_ 22, Hence, If one Law was for the Stranger, 
and home-born in Iſrael, it was ſo for the 
ſtranger elſewhere; unleſs it be ſuppoſed, That 
Men were. to faſhion their Religion accor- 
ding to the cuſtom. of the Country where © 
they came, v:z. That a Curſing Eyyprian 
- might blaſpheme God in Egypt, without. de- 
ſert of Death; but not ſo in ſrae!l: Nor is 
the Plea any thing leſs than a miſtake, that 
is urged by ſome, viz. That the ſtrangers 
mentioned in thoſe places, were aCtually Cir- 
' camciſed, and ſo of the ſame Religion with 
the Jews: For had it been ſo, there had 


FE {rongers, or preſcribed oz Law to them 
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both, ſince they had taken upon them the 
obedience and yoke of the Law ; beſides, 
the contrary is Manifeſt, in Exod. 12. where 
*tis forbidden, That the Srranger ſhould eat 
of the Paſha; And inver/. 45. when a ſtran- 
ger ſhall ſojourn (v3z. uncircumciſed) for *tis 


\ 


added, Let all h:s Males be Circumciſed, he ſhall - 


be as one Born in Thy Land, not then: as a 
ſtranger ; wherefore by the ſtranger there, is 
to be underſtood ove uncircumciſed. = 
Thirdly, The Laws againſt inceſtuous Mar- 
riages, and other things mentioned in Lev. 18. 
were the concernment of the Gertzles as well 
as the Jews; for that in ver. 24.. the Gentiles 
are ſaid to Defile themſelves in all theſe things : 
And *tis Sz that defiles Men ; therefore the 
Gentiles Sinned in tranſgreſſing thoſe Laws ſpe- 
cified in the ſaid Chapter - and conſequently 
the ſaid Laws were their Duty; and in the 
ſaid Chapter *tis commanded, Not to approach 
unto a Woman, during ber Separation, ver. 19. 
which was Seven days by the Law. Canany 
then think, That ſuch Separatons were the 
concernment of the Gentiles; and yet that 
the far greater parts of the Law were not : 
"Tis then plain, that the Laws in Lev. 18. 
were the concernment of the Gertiles; and 
by the ſame reaſon, the. Laws ſpecified in 


chap. 17. and 16. were in like manner the 


concernment of the Gert:les; for that *tis 
__ | D Cer - 


certain. the Gentiles did defile themſelves in 

| the matter of Offerings, which'were their Du- 
ty to God, as well as the Fews - Beſides, that 
there is no ſuch diviſion of Chapters in the 
Heb, as in the Engliſh; and therefore *tis an 
unwarrantable, and unreaſonable Limitation 
of the Text, to reſtrain it only to the Laws 
of the 18. chap. Another may as well deny 
It to belong, or refer to all thoſe Laws in 
that chapter, as one may limit it to them 
only : This 1s yet the more confirmed, if 
chap. 20. be conſidered, wherein Charge 
is given againſt defiling God's Sanftuary, and 
Commands to keep all Gods Statutes, as 
wer. 3,8, 22. Te ſball therefore keep all my Sta- 
rutes, and ſhall not walkin the manner of the 
Nations, &c. For they committed all theſe 
things, therefore T abhorred them, as ver. 23. 
Hence therefore the Gent:les, ſinned in not Re- 
verencing God's Santtuary, and in not keep- 
ing all God's Statutes; therefore they were 
abhorred of him : And conſequently all God's 
Statutes were the Gent:les Duty, and then 
not the Jews Concernment only. 

- Fomrthly, Sacrifice and Offering was Noah”s 
Duty, and ſo equal to Fews and Gentiles in 
concernment : And after the Church-State of 
the Fews was Erected, we find the good Ger- 
teles generally Proſelyting to the Jews, and itt 
that capacity Sacrificeing, and receiving ſuffi- | 
; cient 
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_ cient Encouragement from Gqd in fo doing : 
But we never find the leaſt encouragement 
by God, or acceptance from him) to perform 
Sacrifice in any other manner than in union 
f with the Jews; it follows then, unleſs we 
P derogate unto uncertain conjettures, nay re- 
pugnant contlrſrons, to the declared way of 
God in accepting the Gertzles Sacrifices, that 

it was their duty to become one with the 
Jews, in order thereunto, ' viz. To be Cir- 
cumciſed, &c. For without doing ſo, there 

is no ground in Scriptzre, in ordinary Caſe, 

to ſuppoſe they could otherwiſe obtain fa- 

. vourable acceſs. Wherefore it then appears 

| that in as much as Sacrifice was the Duty of 
the Gentzles, and that there is no Record to 
warrant the performance of it, but in union 


- with the Jews, after their Church-ſtate was 
erected ; that the whole of the Jews Laws, 
was the Gentiles Duty. CE 

Fifthly, Solomon prayed, 1 Kings 8. 43. that 
All the People of thegearth might know, and 
fear God, and as did his —_— Hrael. S0- 
lomon was without queſtion guided by the 
Spirit of God in his Prayer, and 1/rae! was 
to fear God in the way of his Statutes ; and 
all his Ordinances, and ſo to worſhip him 3 
therefore in that Solomon thus prayes. it 

' was the will of God all Nations ſhould ob- 
ſerve the Laws of 1/rael. ; 
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S:xthly, The very Shadowy-Law was repre- 
ſentative of our Lord Chriſt, and of his un- 
dertaking; and what was to. be accompliſh- 
ed-by his coming, as Heb. 9. and 10. de- 
clares. And he was equally, the Saviour 
both of the Gentiles and of the Fews; and 
his undertaking concerned the Ore as well 
as the Other, ſince therefore thoſe Laws were, 
as hath been ſaid, ſuch a Repreſentation of him, 
the Gentiles wete equally concerned in point of 
Duty therein, in as much as they were 'of an 
iaſtructive Nature , to lead to the Meſſtah, the 
Gentiles had equal neceſſity of the inſtruction, 
and therefore their concernment. 
 Seventhly. If the Gentiles were unconcerned 
in 1/raels Laws, then either there mult be two 


' Religions, for ſome” Thouſands of Tears at 


One and the Same Time in the World 
by the Will of God, or elſe the Gerrzles 
were to be of no Religion at all ; either of 
which is too abſurd to Patronize. There mult 
be ſuppoſed one Religion for the Genriles, 
viz. A certain Way of Worſhip, and Body of 
Laws for them to walk in and another way-of 


worſhip for the Fews ; & ſuch a Syſtem of Laws, 


as was none of the Gentiles concernment ; & ll 
this by the deſign & appointment of God, when 


yet there is fiot one word of this ſignified in 
- Scripture: Inſtead of healing the World 
this had been the way to, divide It. | 


Eighthly, 


== 
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. Eighthly. If the Jews Shadowy-Laws were not 
l the concernment of the Gertzles; then there 
was no need of any repeal of thoſe Laws on 
a | «the Gentiles account ; tor they needed no diſ-; 
* charge from that which never was their Dy-- 
ty: But contrary hereto, Eph. Col. and the: 
Heb, ſhew ; that the Gentiles are therefore, 
and thereby, ſecured and warranted in the 
Omiſſion of ſuch things ; for that Chriſt hath 
| blotted out, taken away, or changed, &c. ſuch 
Laws. For want of: a due Conſideration of 
which, ſome deny a repzal of any Laws, ei- 
ther to Fews or Gentiles, and therefore con- . 
clude Offerings and Sacrifice, and all that was 
Noahl”s Duty to be {till in force to the Ger- 
tiles, though they ſay, the Laws of the Jews 
never bound the Gerrzles, 
Ninethly. If the Gentiles were nnconcerned 
in the Jews Law, by what rule ſhould they 
; ' know their Duty to God? and why was it 
_ not Their Duty ? is it ſuppoſed therefore not. 
the Duty of the Gerrzles, becauſe it was writ- 
ren to the Jews ? then the whole 014 1 eſt ame :t 
by the ſame Rule may be rejected by the Ger - 
riles as not belonging to them; And the. 
Four Evargeliſts of the New, [n like manner - 
the Epiſtle tothe Hebrews, that of fames, thoſe 
ro Ti, (who was a Circumciſed Perſon) and 
ſeveral of thereſt may be called in queſtion 
ON the ſame ground. Yea, even thoſe that 
D 3 -.".-* EEE 


(33) 
were diretted to the Romans, Corinthians, &c. 
It will be very difficult in the urging or ap- 
plication of duty from thence, for that in 
_ all thoſe Churches it may be preſumed there 
was Fews ; and then what duties belonged to 
the Chriſtian Jews, and what to the Gerrzles, 
might on this Foundation be a great Queſtion ? 
Or, was it becauſe they were not given in 
writing, to the Gentiles, as they were to the 
Jews; {o neither were the Laws in Lev. 18. 
| and 20. given thus to the Gertzles : does it 
hence follow they might lawfully break thoſe 
Laws, and commit Inceſt,Sodomy, and the grea- 
teſt Abomynations in the World ? Or, was it 
becauſe they were not made known to the 
Gentiles? neither wereall theſe Laws in Lev. 18. 
any otherwiſe made known to the Gertiles,than 
the other parts of the Law was: 1ſrael was 
once without Law as well as Przeſt; does it 
| hence follow it was not their duty ? the promiſe 
of Chriſt to Adam made it duty to believein the 
Meſſiah;and that to Abrabam,though Thouſands 
and Hundreds of Thouſands never heard it,or of 
it. God commanded all men every where 


\ . to repent, becauſe he has appointed a day in 


the which, &c. whereas Millions of 124:ans 
never heard of ſuch a thing. Ignorance ne- 
ver uſeth to diſanul Laws, and make void 
the duty; though ſometimes it may excuſe or 
leſſen the puniſhments of the Ignorant ag: | 

| | ut 
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but. Sins of Ignorance are really Sins: it was 
certainly the Gerriles duty to ſeek after God, 
and learn the way of his true Worſhip, 5. e. 
that of his own appointing, which after the 
General Apoſtacy of the World in NNimrods 
time and after, was hardly to be found, but 
in and by Abraham and Jacob, and afterwards 
the Church of Iſrael; theſe they might hear, 
and learn to hear and fear the true God: 
Or, is it ſuppoſed to be, for that all Nations 
could not attend, neither Three times, not Once 
a Tear at the Sanfuary ? Neither was it 
commanded either Jews or Gentiles from all 

arts of the World, Anmallyſo todo. The 
ews in their diſperſions could not do it, and 
therefore I ſuppoſe none will conclude they 
were on that account exempted, and diſcharg- 
ed from the duty of the Law of the Jews. And 
thence neither did this exclude the Gerrzles 
from being concerned in 1ſraels Law. 

10. 'The Chriſtian Gertz:les are declared by 
the New Teſtament Writers to be under the, 
Law, viz. that of the Fews (this we ſhall de- 
monſtrate in the ſequel): Therefore are all 
Fews and Gentiles Concluded under Sin by 
the Law, and every mouth ſtopped before God, 
Rom. 3.10.(Not two Lawsone of the Gertiles, 
and another of the Jews) therefore are the 
-Romans Exhorted to owe no man any thing 
but Love, for that Love 1s the fulfilling of the 
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Law, viz, the Law of the Fews; for there the 
ſecond Table is mentioned in the Fews Law. 
They are warned not to avenge themſelves, 
for that *tis Written, Vengance is mine, Cc. 
ViZ.in the Fews Scripture; Therefore were the 
Female of the Gentiles to be in ſubjeCtion; for 
that the Fews Law and Scripture inforced it, 
the Chriſtians Peter wrote unto, were there- 
fore to be Holy, for that God was Holy, be- 
cauſe it was ſo Written : Hence then, if things 
were therefore a Duty on the Chriſtian Gez- 
tiles becauſe they were Written, and ſo com- 
manded in the Jews Law: Then the Fews 
Law is the concernment of the Gertles. 

11, -We ſhall only add, that the Gerrzles in 
their diſtance from the Jews before Converſi- 
on, are declared to be Strangers to the Co- 
venants of Promiſe, without God, Chriſt, &c. 
Hence therefore it appears by the confide- 
_ ration of the Text and Context, that the de- 
clared way of Salvation, Covenants of Pro- 
miſe for the attaining of Bleſſedneſs, was 
before the Coming of Chriſt in and to the 
Gentiles, by an uniting to the Jews; for other- 
wiſe, as to viſible appearance, they were 
Looked upon as in that deſpicable candition, 

to be without Hope, ©c. for that indeed there 
was no other way,of Hope but what lay in 
the Promiſes, | $ 

But there is one Scripture commonly W 


ed in oppoſition hereunto, viz. Pſal. 147. 
* 20. 728 ſheweth bis Werd unto Taco, 
his Statutes and his Fudgments unto- [ſrae] : He 
hath not dealt ſo with any Nation ; and as for 
his Fudgmentsthty have not known them. 
From whence *tis by ſome inferred, that 
the Laws of Iſrael concerned not any other 
Nation. | 
1. The weakneſs hereof may eaſily be diſ- 
cerned, if expreſſions of like import in Scrip- 
| ture becompared, and conſidered, God faith, 
Amos 3. 2. You only have 1 known of all the 
Families of the earth; therefore will I punsſh you 
for your iniquities ; And Chrilt faith, Mart. 15. 
14. 1 am not ſent, but the loſt ſheep of the Honſe 
_ of Iſrael. Doth it therefore follow, that God 
did not know, nor yet would puniſh any o- 
ther Nation or People {but his //racl) for 
their iniquities ? or that the Gerzile World 
had no benefit by the ſending, or coming 
of our Lord Jeſs, certainly not ? But as the 
clear intent of them is, that as God, emi- 
nently with Favour, knew his people; ſo would-. 
he eminently puniſh them for their iniqui- 
ties ; and that Chriſt in the firſt place, 'orby 
way eminency, was ſent to the loſt ſheep of 
the Houſe of ſrael; ſo in theplace under con- 
ſideration, the Lord had' not ſo eminently 
ſhewen and made known his Statutes to any 
other Nation. Not that they were not in any 
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true and real ſenſe ſhewn 'and made known 


utito therh. = on 
2. This interpretation, not only ya- 


ries: froth, but clearly ſubverts or 258 ayes 
| the evident intent of the Spirit © 


fitent. « God in 
that place ; which was to ſhew the eminency 


of their Bleſſing above the other Nations in 
their enjoyment of the Light, or knowledg of 


his Laws; whereas had they not obliged the 
lives and conſciences of other Nations, they 
had Þe&en therein more happy than the 1/ra- 
elites, Inas much as where any «Laws are not, 


'. > therecanbe no tranſgreſſion of thoſe Laws;and 


conſequently no puniſhment 'for the breach 


4 of them: and ſo the Jews laid under greater 
© ſeverities, in.being more liable to Gods diſ- 


pleafure. 


Except. 4th. It was not the Seventh-day 


tt order of Creation that was commanded unto 


Ifrael, biz the Seventh after Six dayes raining 
of Manna, Exod. 16. Sy 

' The Text preſſed to ſerve this fancy: In 
in the firſt place, Does not ſo much as ſug- 
weſt that the Adama rained juſt Six dayes, 
efore that Seventh or Sabbath afterwards 
ſpoken of: And therefore it is denyed, that 
any Text of Scripture will prove or ſhew the 
Seventh day from the beginning of Manna to 
rain. was made or appointed for the Sabbath- 


But 
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But Secondly, Suppoſe it were: ſo, yet fiow 
doth it appear, that it was not the Severth- 
Dayin Order from Creatios?if that canbe made 
out, we ſhall deſire to ſee by the light of it. 
But if not, then ſuppoſing the {ana to be- 
gin to rain on the Firſt-Day of the week in 
Order of Creation, and ceaſing the Seventh ;, 
and {ſo the Seventh in Order of C reation, the 
Sabbath there appointed. What does this 
make againſt the Severth-Day, unleſs it can 
be proved that it was made the Sabbath to 1/- 
rael;, not becauſe God reſted on it, but becauſe 
the. Manna Trained Six Dayes before? A 
task we believe too difficult ever to be per- 


formed : And therefore 


Thirdly, The Seventh. Day in Order of Cre- 
ation, was that on which - God Reſted, and 
which he Bleſſed or made a Sanitified Day, 
which is all one with a Sabbath-Day, And 
on the ſame ground that he did ſo bleſs that 
Seventh-Day, He commanded the Seventh- 
Day-Sabbath to Iſrael, Exod. 20. viz. be- 
cauſe That in it he Reſted from all his Works ;, 
but not one word of the raining of Mana, 
as the ground thereof 3; which if the rain-- 
ing of ama had been the Foundation of, 
and that it had not been the Seventh-Day in 
Order of Creation, with what right or pro- 
perty can that Reaſon of Gods Working and 
Reſting inſerted in the Body of the Com- 
þ & __ mandment, 
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mandment, be alledged for another day, and 
on another occaſion, viz. the raining of an- 
7a, and the conceived proper occaſion wholly 
omitted ? But we Conclude, *tis much more 
becoming men to call that day the Seventh, 
that God called fo, Ger. 2, and that the Sab- 
bath that he Sanctified and Commanded, 


, 


_ than to forſake the word of Truth, to ad-. 


hear unto unheard of Notions till of Late, 


and things that neither Scripture nor Reaſon: 


will warrant. 

Except. 5th. The Seventh-Day was not 
commanded by the Fourth Commandment, but one 
Day of Seven #7 the Original, or a Seventh part 


_ of time. 


Firſt. *Tis ſaid ſo, but not therefore certain. 
*Tis very ſtrange with what conſcience ſome 


Men pretending to Learnne, can thus abuſe 
the Simple. May not Feſwtes take the like 


Liberty in other caſes ? if the Tranſlarion be 
not as it ought to be, why do they not move 


For an amendment? Or, why is it not Cor- 


rected" in the Aargine, as many other places 


of Scripture are? The 1{ranſlators were, Mer 


of their ow: Apprehenſions, and favoured not 
the Seventh-Day : only It may be they dealt 


more conſcientiouſly with the Text, than *tis 


like their followers now. would do, if they 
had the like occaſion of tryal-; however,Others 
that know the Hebrew as well as themſelves, 
does aftym the contrary. Second 


-— 
ow - 


Secondly, Not only the Seventh-d 9 cxpl empha- 
tically is expreſſed to be the Sabbat 

the Hebrew and Engliſh ;, but that day is 5p 
ted out by the Reaſon urged in the Com- 
mandment, v:z. that in S:x dayes God made 
Heaven and Earth, &c. and reſted The Se- 
venth day, not A Seventh day ; it was the St 
venth-day on which God reſted : And there- 
fore *tis the S2verth that he here commands 
in Exod. 20. For it is the ſame day of the 
week that he Commands, on which he reſted. 

And the Argument of the Lext were very 
incogent to carry it otherwiſe, v:z. that be- 
cauſe God reſted the Seventh-day : ; therefore 
you muſt reſt A Seventh-day. 

3. The day here Commanded as the *S4- 
bath day, was before this known to 1ſrael, as 
iy 16. witneſleth ; and that day was known 

o be the Seventh day. and ſo called : It was 
ho ſame day that 1 rael ke pt before that was 
here Conrnded, but har was the Seventh 
day ; therefore the Seventh day was here Com- 
manded. 

4+ That Seventh day here Commanded, ei- 
ther was a day called Seventh by God, or a 


ow that man might call Seventh as they pleaſ- 


: If it was a Seventh day of Gods naming, 


| on where ſhall we find a account of 


it than in Ger. 2. which was the Seventh day. 
If it were a Seventh of mans naming, as 


. they 


x they pleaſed, then any Severth day wonld an- 
| Iwer the end of the. Commandment, and ſo 
it Commanded no certain Seventh day ; and | 
thenthe man that gathered Sticks, had he known 
of this Evaſ#on, might have eſcaped death, by 
allowing another day, calling it Seventh in its 
room. | | 

". 5. Why may not the Imphatical Particles 
_ elfwhere in Scripture relating to the Se- 
wenth day,be denyed to have Emphaſis in them, 
as well as in this place ; and then alſo-why 
in other Caſes may not a Redundancy be 
allowed in the Hebrew Articles ? and by this 
means a thouſand things rendered wncertain, 
that now are eſteemed plain and evident. 

_ Laſtly. In caſe it ſhould be granted that *tis 
a Seventh, (which yet is denyed in the Forth 
Commandment) yet is nothing gained or loſt 
thereby, Conſidoring that the day was known 


I .- to be the Seventh day: for example, ſhould a 


Law be pybliſhed here in England for a more 
ftrict and ſolemn obſervation of the Armnal 
JHemorial day of Powder Treaſon, almoſt 
eyery Child would know what day were there- 


by Commanded to be ſo obſerved, i-e. The 


- 


| Fifth of Novem, So in the Caſe under con- 
by Tra the Seventh day being well known 


'by 1ſrae! to be the Sabbath, the Law of the 
Foxrth Precept, if it only Commanded the- 
Sabbath it neceſſarily commanded the obſer- 
vation of the Seventh day. Except. 
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Except. 6th. The Seyenth day 5s akby Conſe: 
quentially Commanded inthe Fourth Command- © 
ment, *tis not the originall deſignmyent of it ; far 
that in Nature, one day in Seven muſt proceed the 
Seventh day, or be prior to #.- | 

There 1s no Clear evidence, that in the 
Nature of the thing relating to the Seventh day; 
there is any priority of oze in Sever to the Se- 
venth day, for the work of God S:x days and 
reſting the Seventh, being one of the princi- 
pal dictates of the Law of Nature about the 
Sacred day of Res, it lyes every way as neer 


the preciſe Seventh day, as on one of Sever; 
; neither indeed 1s the Notion of 07e in Sever 
! * ſo ſuited, and accommodated unto this Founda- 
- tion in priority, but conſequentially only; for -. 


from the Order of Nature *tis more Cogent to 


to the Reaſon of mankind immediately tofix on: 


Natural Reaſon, that becauſe God wraught -2 


| Six days, and reſted the Seventh; that there- 
; . fore Man ought to reſt the Seventh, then that - 


| . /becauſe God reſted the Seventh ; man ou Ve E *c 


;/ therefore to reſt oze of Sever : And therefore 
' this being the Original ground of the preciſe 
time of Sacred Reſt, 7. e. The Seventh day, 
Hereunto we conclude the Fourth Command: 
ment. of the decalogue is accommodated, and ' 
thence infer, that ?*tis not only Conſequently 
commanded, but as the Or:g:zal deſignment of 
it relating to a Stated fixed time. . But, - © 
FIN  Secona- 
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* Secondly, Suppoſe it were only in a: Conſe- 
quential way, to oc in Sever Commanded, it 
makes nothing againſt the Morality, and per- 
petuity of the S-venth day, fimce ?tis expreſ- 
ly in the Decalozue Commanded ; for after the 
ſame Notion of priority, may ſeveral of the 
Commandments be ' ſtated ; The Duty of 
Worſhip is in the Notion of it, prior to 
true and right Worſhip, and tis certainly the: - 
deſignment of the Second Commandment, that 
men ſhould perform Worſhip to God ; but 
as to the Particulars of Right Worſhip, and 
the Particular Prohibition of Falſe Worſhip ; 
'.  * theſeare Conſequentialto, and dependent up- 
* on, the Or£:-al right of Worſhip that God 
.. has in hisCreatures: And in like manner it 
E-* with the Third, that forbids A taking of the 
==>: Name of God in vain; prior whereto is the 
=. making mention of his Name. Hence no- 
- thing ts inferrable againſt the oral Worſhip, 
and Keverence required in theſe command- 
ments; nor yet againſt the Moralliry of the 
prohibitions expreſſed in the Commandments; 
wherefore we ſee not how any Concluſion can 
be hence made againſt the perpetuity of the Se- 
 venth day. ESR 
Except. 7th. The Penalty of Death was 
inflitted upon the breakers of the Seventh-day 
Sabbath, by the appointment of God ; and if it 
remain, ſo muſt the penalty, which is a Sangui- 


- © 0p 


nary Opinion. F ſt. 


| 0 49: 

Firſt, The Seventh-day Exiſted before the 
P:nalty did, and why may it not after it 
isended ? if ſuch a Penalty were evidenced 
to be unſuitable to the Nature of the Goſpel, 
we ſee no neceſlity atiſing from the Seventh 
day to defend it ; but that 2s the Sabbath 
| has been without it, ſo it may. | 

Secondly, Do not Chriſtians own the Second, 
Third, Fifth, Seventh, and Ninth Com- 
randments, with the reſt to be in force ? and 
do they think the Penalties are too, or arc 
they diſſolved ? is not that againſt Images 
in force ? What then becomes of the Peral- 
ty? is it not againſt the T:i-d, to Curſe God ? 
And was not Death afp»inted in that Caſe ? 
was not he that Cr/e4 Father, or Mother, #3 
be put to Death ? was not the Adulterer 70 be 
Stoned ? And the perjured to be retaliated. Ate © 
theſe Laws all gone, and out of date. as weil 
as the Sabbath ? or do Chriſtians hold ſuch San- 
guinary Principles as theſe ſeveral penalties 

itrply ? Let thoſe that thus oppoſe the Se- 
 wenth Day, firſt deliver themſelves from what #4 
they Load it with, in the Caſes beforz ins . © 
ſtanced. (INI - 

| Thirdly, We never underſtood that the . = 
Penalty was deſigned or allowed: to be in- © 
flicted, no not In /raels time, when they 
had the Governmenr, but in caſes of Pre- 
ſamption> never for tgnorance or meer frail- 
X E ry - 


ty: And: therefore we do not know what 
| Sanguinarineſs can appear in the face of the 
Penalty,: unleſs it be to thoſe that are reſol- 
ved, or Willing to have Liberty to be Pre- 
. ſumptious Sinners in the Face of the Sun. 
Excep. 8. The Seventh Day was comman- 
ded to Iſrael, becanſe of the deliverance they 
had from Egypt; but that does riot concern 


WF; 


The whole Decalogue is inforced with the 
Motive of 1/raels deliverance out of Egypt ; 
© does not therefore the Decalogue, 57. e. the 
.* Firſt, Second, Third, Fifth Sixth, &c. con- 


- cernus? The Judgment of the ſtranger was 


4 tives 


Commanded not to be perverted, nor the 
Fatherleſs, & that they being bondmen in Ezypr, 
and delivered from thence, God therefore 
Commanded them to do that thing, Dent. 24. 
17, 18. It is not hence to be concluded, 
That the ffranger and fatherleſs may be abu- 
fed in Judgment; and that *tis no Sin ſo to 
do: But it 1s ſufficient that there are other 
Aral Reaſons ſufficient to ſecure the ſaid 
Laws to perpetuity, though Arguments and 
Motives from the Providences of good), is, 
and may be uſed to ſtir up and ingage to 
the Obedience of perpetual Duties ; and this 
is the utmoſt that,-can' be made of that Mo- 


' Excep. 9+ The Sabbath was a Sign, there- 


F forebut aCeremony. There 


There are Watwal & Mora Sfors,: asMe. B'- 
on the Sabbath largely ſheweth, unto which we - * 
refer the: Reader : And' ſhall only ſay, That 
ſo the 4foral Law is repreſented to be, 
Deut, 6. 8. The State of Weadlock_ is repre- 
ſented under a Figurative Notion (Eph. 5.) 4 
of Chriſt and the Church. It is theti no © 
proof of Laws, not being Moral; for that” .- * 13 
they are expreſſed as ſigns; nay, though it 
ſhould. be of ſomething that were .not of a 
Moral and Natural Conſideration, as far as 
Motives of an occaſional and providential 
Nature, is urged to ſtir up to the Obedience 
of Moral Laws; ſo Moral Laws are in the 
Obſervation of them, real ſigns of Goſpel- 
bleſſings; and do afford Argument or Motive 
unto £varzelical Obedience. 

Excep. 10. The Seventh Day was Loſt in 
the Patriarchs time, or by: the ſtanding . ſtill of 
the Sun, vr goins back of it afterwards: | 

We have before conſidered, and conelu- 
ded it unreaſonable to think, The Parriarchs 
did not keep it, and niuch more that they did- 
not kzow it; and no- Man can proye that it. 
was loſt then. But if it were, certainly God 
did not loſe the knowledge of it; and He” 
Commanded the Seventh Day in Order of Crea- 
tion on Monnt” Sinai: Nor 1s it Rational that.” 
the ſtanding ſtill, or the going back of the* 
Sun, ſhould put the World into any diſbr-" 
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der, about the days of the Week; in order and. 
ſucceſſion ; it only ſuppoſes thoſe days ſo much 
longer, :on which ſuch things . were done : 
And beltdes, the Jews were not only preſer- 
ved without Confuſions, and Difficulties about 
the knowledge of the Seventh Day, and right. 
Sabbath: But the Prophets, Iſa. Fer. and 
Ezck. afterwards preſt to the obedence of it : 
And Chriſt, with the Apoſtles, and holy We- 
men, all knew it very well. So that here's no 
appearance of zts being loſt, but the contra- 
ry. And to this day, the World of 1 urks, 
Jews, and Chriſtians agree about it; Ore pro- 
feſſing to keep the S:xth day, the ſecond the 
Seventh, and the third, moſt of them, the 
Firſt day of the Week; fo that the Evidence 
IS as good for the Sevemh Day, as perſons 
have fer their Diſceze from ſuch and ſuch 
Parents. But *tis now time we come to the 
Conſiderations of thoſe Exceptions revealed 
againſt the Seventh Day from the New-Teſt a- 
ment; the firſh whereof is, | 

Excep. 1. 41hat the Seyenth-Day-Sabbath 
by Command, 1s not repeated in the New- 
Teſtament, or #0: Commanded io Gentile 
Churches. | 

Firſt, It is no good Argument, That things 
are not a Duty, becauſe not Commanded it) 
the New-Teſtament;, for firſt there is no Text 
in either Old or New-Ieftament, to Org 
The 
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the Argum?nt, and to evince, that nothing 
elſe but what is there repeated, is of obli- 
gation to Chriſtian Churches. 

Secondly, There are a multitude of Inſtan- 
ces to the contrary, v:z. Many of the Law; 
in Lev, 8. as againſt Marrying a Natural 
Siſter, &c. the obligation whereof cannot 


be inferred from the inceſtuous perſons Con- -- 


demnation, in 1 Cor. 5. for that it does not 
appear, That ever a Mans having his Fathers 


\ . Wife, was diſpenced with or allowed: But 


to have a Natural Siſter, and ſeveral other 
near degrees of Kindred there prohibited, 
were allowed in the f:r/# Apes of the World: 
The whole of the judicial or penal Law is 


omitted in the New-Teſtament ; no Com-, - - 4 


mands being exhibited there to Chriſt:ars, 
or Chriſtian Magiſtrates; ſo much as to di- 
re:t the putting a Aurd:rer to Death: ls 
therefore the whole, and all the parts of the 
judicial Law ceaſed ? 

Thirdly, Though many Old-T1cſtament Laws 
he repeated AS Obligatory wy C hriſtians ; yet 
it wants proof that they are ſo repeated, as 
to derive their Authority ſingly, and alone, 
from that Keperit#92 ; but on the contrary re- 
peated as Laws Antecedently Obligatory, as 
Eph. 6. 1. Children obey your Parents, which is 
the firſt Commandment with promiſe, 1. e. The 
_ firſt of the ſecond Table in the Old Law, or 
2 E 3 the 


054) © 
the firſt in the Decalogue with promiſe, in 
reſpe&t of it's firſt fulfilling, viz. in this 
World; for in the 1Vew-leſtament Laws, 
BY, can fay which is firſf, or that this is 
Tit « 

© Fourtbly, The frequent uſe of the Old-Te- 
ffament in the Miniſtry about matter of Duty, 
15 inconſiſtent with this Exception; for if no- 
thing be duty, but what is in the New; to 
what purpoſe 1s the 0/4 alledged to explain 
or prove Duties, ſince the ſame perſons by 
ſuch Excepticns as this, deny any Authority 
in it to Chriſtians ? 

Fifthly, We ſhall ſhew hereafter, that both 
by gereral and particular Expreſſions in the _ 
Wen -Teſtament ;, the Seventh-Day-Sabbath is 
ratified, and made ovligatory to all Chri#t:- 
AT, | 
 Sixthly, The Duties of Chriſt:ans, if this 
Excepticn were allowed, would be confined 
within a narrow Compals, as Stczet ſheweth, 
and as we have given a Specimen of before 
' to another Objection, 
| [iz .2, Laws binamng to Chriſtians are 

ert her A by vertue of a Moral good in ther, 


-. . ct upon the acceunt of the Old-Teſtament, or 


as they are delivered by Moſes, or as they are 
poſitively commanded m the New-Teſtament ; 
i but there 1s on either of theſe accounts, no Au- 
E- thcrity for the Seventh-Day-Sabbath. 6 

Ip \S 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| but becauſe of the Moral good that is 


As to the Authority of the New-Teſtaments 
inforcing the Seventh Day, weſhall diſcourſe 
that afterwards: And now chiefly conſider 
of the former part of the Exception, gviz. 
That Moral Laws are not therefore bind- 
ing, becauſe (or as) delivered by Moſes, 


in them; and that the. Seventh day 1s not 
ſuch. 

That the Laws of the O'd-Teſtament givenby 
Godto his people (or as ſome will have it worded 
by 4oſes) are not obligatory on Chriſtians, 
neither oral nor Ceremonial, as ſo given or 
written, implies z that ſuch as ſo conclude, et- 
ther ſuppoſe, that as ſo gzver, they never 
were obl:gatory on the Gentiles ; or that they 
are done away or expired, both Laws of NNa- 
ture and Ceremonial, As to the Firſt, We 
have ſhewn before, That, the Gentiles were 
concerned, and bound in duty to God by 
theſe Old-Teſtament Laws; and therefore 
ſhall add nothing here about it. But for 
the Second, We now examine it, viz. That _; 
the Law Moral and Ceremonial in all the *% 
parts of it, in the Old-1eftament, is done a= 
way or expired. And _— 

Firſt, They that thus Affirm, had need of # 
evident prcof from the Scriptures, before they 4 
expel by Whole-ſale and Bulke after this man- ©; 
ner, the Old-1cftamert, and Laws thereof - 3 
E 4 from- + 
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#”.” from the Coafts of their Duty. For our parts, 
-- we declare our ſelves wholly Ignorant of 


,. Any one Text, either in New or Old-Teſta- 
" "+ that favours the Poſition, of any one AMo- 
=... ya! 


aw being 4doze away, (much leſs exp:- 
red) as given by doſes. And much leſs do 
. we know of any Text that gives it againſt 
all oral Laws, as being done away ; Were 
the common Op:n:02 true, z. e. That the Law, 
as in the hands of Moſes, was given as a Co- 
venant of works to 1ſrael, to obtain Juſtifica- 
tion and Life by; and as ſuch done away 
by Chritt at his coming : yet this has no ap; 
parent Conſequent, of ſuch a Natrre ; foe 
were the Covenant of works rightly ſtated, 
and timed, it may well þe allowed, that as 
{ſuch *tis done away, and the Laws thereof 
to attain Juſtification and Salvation by ; tho 
ſtill the /doral and Original Laws thereof, 
maintained- to be of Vnverſal Force and O- 


& + bligation, to bind all Men to the duties of 
Abraltty: Nor do we know of any perſons, 


Prudent and Sober, that improve thoſe Ex- 
preſſions further, that ſpeak of the Covenants 
_ being ready to vaniſh, or the Glory done 

away, &c. To aſſert thoſe Laws purely 4o- 
-ral-in the very Expreſſions of them, as they 
- were given by Moſes, and declared by God, 
#.e. 1 hou ſhalt do wo Murder, nor commit A- 
Eulte;y, &c, done away, or aboliſhed by Chriſt, 

a; ” gs «iy 0 
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$ as a Rule of Obedience, is ſo great an Ab» 
ſurdity, as *tis verily believed, few Men 
in their Senſes, will take part with: For 
that, Laws abol:ſhed by Chriſt, as a Rule of O- 
bedience, do not convict of 5/7, when Men 
live contrary to them. And therefore *tis 
no Sin for Chriſt:ans not to be Circumciſed,. 
| offer Sacrifice, &c. becauſe Chriſt has done 
them away, and diſcharged perſons off, as a 
Rule of obedience in thoſe caſes. But none; 

'_ unleſs an Atheiſt, will ſay iq of the Laws a- 
| gainlt AMurdzr, Adultery, &. And *tis the 
Acral Law, as a Rule of obedience, as given 
by loſes, that is now under Debate, Whe- 
ther Chriſt, as ſuch a Kwle, have done it a- 

_ way? | 
Secondly, There are many inſtances that 
may be given of Old-Teſtament-Laws, that 
have more of difficulty attending their pro- 
bation, as belonging to the Law of Mature 
' originally, than that of the Seventh Day ; 
 \ as ſeveral of the Prohibitions in Lev. 18. a-: 
gainſt Marrying of a Natural Siſter, and ſome 
other degrees of Kindred z which yet Chri/t:- 
aus do confeſs to be obligatory, as Commanded 
-+ in the Olad-Teſtament. It behoves 4m be- 
F. fore they renounce all Duty, as Commanded 
by Moſes, and betake themſelves to what . 
they think is Duty by the Law of Nature, 
to conlider how they. can acquit themſelves 
ASS in 


B 7 in” ſuch caſes, to prove them belonging to 


the ſaid Law; and to give the World ſome 


certain Rules, about what belongs to the Law 
of Natare; that ſo what is on that atcomt 
a Duty, may be known; but of this we have 
ſaid ſomewhat before : Beſides, if nota S:/- 
lable, had been expreſſed in the New-Teſta- 
ment, about the Duty of Sinners, praying to 
God, Reading the Scr:ptures, &c. Can any 
Man doubt, but that by the Old-Teſtament 
thoſe would have remained duties? And yet 
there is not a little Qxe/#:02 of theſe things 
belonging to the Law of Nature in the Or:- 
ginal State of the World. 

Thirdly, The Apoſtle ſayes, If I build again 
the things I have deſtroyed, 1 ſhould make my ſelf 
a Tranſereſſeor, Ga]. 2.18. But ſuch Ovjettors 
repreſent our Lord Chriſt, as diſſolving the 
Moral Law, as Commanded by Moſes; and 
yet again bmilding it by his Apoſtles in the 
very fame words of oſes, in many inſtan- 
CES 5 for the Law of Mofes, Commanded, as 


well Morally as Typically, 


.. . Fourthly, The New-Teſtament Writers in- 
force things, as they were commanaed in the 
Law ; and becauſe ſo commanded or written, 


as afterwards ſhall be ſhewn: But this Ob- 
Jeetios denies things to be a duty, as there 
Written, or becauſe Commanded in the Law, 


A. 15. 21. Chriſt declares a continnance of 
ſeveral 


(59) 
ſeveral Old-Teſtament Laws, on the Chriftian —f 
Gentiles, as Blood, and things ſtrangled, &c. *$ 
Can it then Comport with &eaſor, to think, 
That theſe were firſ# aboliſhed by Chriſt, 
and afterwards erected on a New Authority ? 
The very place and context forbids thoſe that 
Conſult it, to believe ſach a thing; for the 
Preachers of Circumciſion preſſed all the Law. 
And the Apoſtles, they diſcharged the Gez- 
tiles, of theſe impoſitions, except thoſe neceſ- 


ſary things : It 1s plain they preſled it, as the 


Law of Moſes; and the exception of theſe ne- 
cellary things in the decree, were continued 
as branches of the Law of Moſes, And there- 
fore, as ſuch, the Apoſtles did not think it 
all to be done away. | 

Fifthly, We ſhall evince, that the Seventh 
day belongs to the Law of Nature; and is. 
alſo made the Duty of Chriftians, by New- 
Teftament Authority ; and therefore ſuppo- 
ſing, that nothing in the Ola-Teſtament as 
fuk and becauſe there Commanded, were a 
dity; yet it follows not but that the Seventh 
day 1s. 

Ls 3. The Obſervation of aays is made 
ind:fferent, Rom. 14+ and the Seventh day was 
one of thoſe days, therefore *tis not a duty. {. 

That the Seventh day 1s intended under 
the term [every day] Rom. 14. wants to..be 


proved. For 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, By every day, ſometimes is only 
intended the ſix working days, as Exod, 
16. 4. Therefore ſuppoſing every day, to be 
rendered there inditterent>, it follows not 
that the Seventh day is included; for that 
it 1s elſewhere excepted. 

Secondly, There 1s no ſyllable in the Text 
or Context, evincing the Seventh day to be 
included ; but rather the contrary, in as much 
as the matter intended ſeems to be about 77 
different things, as in caſe of eats; for 
ſome thought only Herbs was to be eater, 
which could be no ſcruple arifing from the 
Law ; for that it allowed other things to be 
eaten; if then the caſe be the ſame about 
days, the q#c5#:07 cannot be ſuppoſed, to lie 
about days commanded by the Law, but 
fuch as were of the ſame Nature with un- 
| prohibited fears; and then the Text may 
be interpreted, either of the Weekly Pha- 
raſaical Fafts, or thoſe of the Fifth and Se- 
verth Month, conformed to the Jews prattice, 
or ſome deputed and efteemed days by thoſe 
Chriftsars; conformed unto their former Prac- 
esſe, or their voluntary Elett:on. 

* Thirdly, Suppoſing Jewiſh days to be in- 

tended ; it may be underſtood of their Ann:- 

verſary or Mcnthly days; and not neceſlari- 

Iy of the Weekly Sabbath. 

: Fowrthly, If every day be alike, and no 
NE divine 


> Wild 
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divine Santiion on any day, then the Firſt 
day of the Week is to beeſteemed no more 
than the S:cond ; and conſequently, it is no 
errour to work on the Firs? day: And hence 
it may be inferred, That if there be no day 
to be eſteemed above another, then a Tenth 
or 41 wentyeth day 1s equal untoa Seventh day ; 
for that by the ſame Kules, the Seventh day 
is excluded from preeminence or eſteem ; 
a Seventh day,may, and ſoal enth & Twentyeth, 
&c. which would lay waſt Rel:g:o7, and make 
way for great Prophaneſs. Further-more, if 
no divine Santt:o» be upon any day, then 
the obſervation of a Weekly day, is merely 
humane, and depends upon the Authority 
of the Magiſtrate, Church, or particu- 
lar perſons: And if ſome Magiſtrate, &c. 
ſhould deſtinate ove hour of Sevez days, or 
one day in Sever, len, Twenty, &c. and 0- 
thers different days or times; There can 
be by this ſuggeition no Law divine, toucks 
ing the Limitation of time for pxblick Wor- 
ſhip, to interfere herewith ; and conſequent- 
ly, the World and Church would be filled 
with nothing more than confuſion. Beſides, 
that *tis thence inferrable, That God laid 
down His own Authority, in the determina- 
tion of the 1ime of Worſhip, to make way, 
for that of #rcertain Man. 6 OR 
_ Fifthly, If it be really a matter of ind:f- 
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abſervea day: for publick: Worſhip, or efteent- 
every day, alike, and: that the Jew:ſh times are 
herein included, Then may Chriſt:ans obſerve 
the Seventh day of the Paſcha, thoſe of Perte- 
coft., and the Seventh day of T abernacles, &c. 
ſo they obſerve: them tothe Lord ; And Conſe- 
quently Circumciſion, Sacrifices, &c. Andthey 
are herein warranted by this Dott.of indifteren= 
cy. And' then: what means: all the noiſe, of 
the Seventh dayes obſervation, being an errdur” 
in the World ? when according to this,Chriſti- 
ans. may do much more, 2. e. obſerve the: whole: 


| Law. and: De warranted by this fancy from 


theDoGrine of Paw,on the ſuppoſition of which, 
by. the ſequel, as perſons ought to forbear 
eating to the: offence of a Brother; ſo they 
ought to-forbear working, on eſteemed dayes; 


_ te: the offence of Bretheren. 


:, Syxthly, If all dayes be alike by Divine Au- 
thority, then the Queſtion is, whereby a'Law 
Divine, Humane Authority is impowered, to 
make any. day Sacred, contrary to the-ſaid De- 


 claration?which if they cannot do:Thenif men 


lay the-Firft; or any other day, is the Sabbath ; 
whether onght we to obey God, or Man? 

- Laſtly, The Apoſtles ſeverely reprehends 
the impoſing. of Ceremonies on the Gentiles, 


: E:. as AF, IF. and ſecures the Gent:les from the- 


practice of. ſuch things z "ris ther ay « 
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' ble to ſuppoſe, the Apoſtle here renders mats * 

ters of that kind indifferent, whether they ob» | 
ſerved them or not; And therefore it is not 
of commanded Ceremonious dayes he treats; 


But the farther A»/wer to this,we ſhall proceed - 
immediately upon, in a particular diſcourſe of 
the Fourth of the Galatians, and the Second 


ofthe Coloſſions, unto which we next proceed. 


From Gal. 4, 10, It is concluded by ſome, 
That at all- 1imes commanded in the Law are 


abokſhed. . $ 

| Several that have . Written heretofore 
on behalf of the Sabbath, have given An- 
ſwer hereunto, that the times commanded in 
the Law, are not at all here intended; but; 
that the Zext refers to Heathentſh obſervati- 
ons of 1imes: Nor has this wanted the coz-. 


- Eurrence of ſome of the Fathers, to countenance 


ſuch an interpretation, as Auſtim and Ambroſe, 
Neither is the Plea, of 'no Nations or People. 


_ obſerving the Years, but the Jews, of any ma+ 


terial worth; for that the Text does nor-de- 
termin, the obſervation of Texrs,tobe the ſame, 
or inthe ſame mannerzas the Law commanded - 


And that other People beſides the Jews, made. 
obſervations of Dayes, {1imes, Months, and- 
Years, is no way repugnant to the Records of 
thoſe times. Dayes, and 1 ies, the Heathen, 
World were not without ; the footſteps of 
which yet remain in Enland, as the time of. 

Th Olles 


Oulles, The Months were ſeveral of then 
named, from their Heroes or Diet:es, and were 
introduced with Feſtival obſervations, for 
Yearly obſervances ; the New - Tear was in- 
troduced with a Holy-day: the Climib&.rial 
Years, which were held very dangerous by 
them, is a clear evidence hereof. But 

Secondly, Suppoſing the 7ext to have tefe- 
rence to the times commanded in the Law, 
it 1s not thence apparent, that all the times 
commanded in the £aw, are here intended, or 
included, nor that the Se verrh-day-Savbath js ; 
nay it evidently appears; an unneceſſary de- 
duftion, for that all the {erms in the Ter 
may be ſatisfyingly anſwered, and reſolved, 
without including the Weekly Sabbath + For ex- 
ample,as to dayes, the Jews had the Artonement 
aay, the Amniver ſary Sabbath ayes, which 
were Six, and Three Feaſts, beſides their Tra- 
ditional dayes, 25 the Pharaſaical Feaſts twice 1n 
the Week, and the dayes of the Fifth and S:- 
venth Months. Times may be ſalved, with the 
Yearly Feſtivals, and Memorable Seaſons of 
their deliverance in Heſter*s time, © c. And 
for Months and Tears there is no difficulty 
to any perſon about them : *Tis therefore 
a ſtretching of the Texr, to make it compre- 
henſive of all commanded I imes, and is de- 
ſtitute of a Cogent ſolid argument,to conſtrue its 
as ſomedo. And that the S:ver1h day is in- 

| terde& 


| Gl 65- ge ver I OI 
tended in it ſeems only to be, for that Mer will 
have it fo, 

Thirdly, If all times Commanded in the 
Law be aboliſhed, then that time required by 
the Law of Nature for Worſhip, And thoſe 
. Moral times for prayer, and reading day- 
ly, are likewiſe aboliſhed ; for jt is certain the 
' Fews wereunder the Law of Nature, That 
Law never ceaſeth to Command, The Conſe- 
quence then of the poſlition we oppoſe; is ſuch) 
as if adhered unto, will lay Rel:g:ov waſte, 
and diſcharge 4en from the obſervance of 
any Time for publick, or private Worſhip. 

_ Fourthly, In the ſequel, we ſhall demonſtrate, 
That the C»riſtian Churches in their fir## 
Plantation, and this of Gallat:a, were obſer- 
vers of the Seventh day: And it is an Apo- 
#Facy, or declining from the fir/# State, that 
they are reprebended for; not a walking 
conformable to it, that is blamed : therefore, 
ith the Text, Gal.4.9, How turn ye again, &c. 
And Gal.5.7. Te did run well, who did hinder you, 
(meaning in their fr/# planting into Chriſt) 
wherefore it is not their Pr:mtive prattice, 
that is here Condemned ; and conſequently 
not the Obſexvation of the Seventh day : But 
more hereafter to this. 

*Tis concluded from Col. 2..16, That the 
Seventh aay 45 A Shadow, and /o done a- 
Way. : 


F The 


Y . - » The. Text .is, Le: no Man judze you tn 
F : Meat or a Drink, w part of a Feaſt, or of 
the New-Moonss. or. of the Sabbaths. 

Firſt, That of a Feaſt may be taken for the 
interfering part of the Feaf#, between the two 
Sabbatis 1. e. the. Firſt and Laſt of the Sever, 
And Sabbaths may be taken for thoſe Annwver- 
{ary. ſabbaths relating to the ſaid Feaſt. Or it 
may be otherwiſe varioully interpreted, with- 
out having any relation to the ſeventh Day. 
Since therefore the Severth day is not expreſ- 
ſed in the Text, nor by any neceſlary De- 
ation. evinced to be comprehended in it, 
that 'we diſcern; it 1s a dangerous thing for 
Men, againſt-plain evidence to the contrary 
{as we inall ſhew afterwards) to abuſe this 
ext, and wrelt it to the Diſſolving of the 
Savbath, 
Secondly, The Text is a Concluſion groun- 
ded upon Premiſes, 'which Premiſes are in 
vr, 14. where The hand writting of ordinances 
are ſaid to be blatted out; and :therefore it 
is ſo concluded in ver. 16.. And by Hand- 
writting it 1s preſumed, no 44ar, ſober and 
diſcreet, will underſtand it- of God's Hand- 
mriting: in 1 ables 'of Stone ; -and it not, then, 
ſince the Seventh day was:{o Wretten, 'it is 
yet ſecure from the: Force- qf-this 1x4; i for 
that the Concluſion nault not be: ſu pole: Jar- 
ger than the Premiſes: And if & + 
NG 
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do- not ifitend- God's Hand-mriting; neither 
doth the Concluſion. + 
Thirdly, The Context Is to be a: Guide to 
all Interpretatons: And the Context in ver. 14. 
defines the- Hand-writing of ordinantes blotted 
out, to be againſs us, and contrary to us + But 
that God's Hana-mwriting is agamſt #s, of any 
part of it, no not the Seventh day appears 3+ . © 
_ for that it will we doubt not; but be rea- 
dily acknowledged, to be as good, and fit 
| for all en to obſerve, as any other Day; 
4' and if arother Day be not againſt perſons, 
neither is the Seventh day. | 

Fourthly, Thefe Sabbaths were ſhadws, of 
which the Text means; but ſuch was not 
the Seventh day, but a Paradiſe Inſtitution, and” 
oxe of the T able-Laws. : 

Fifthly, Tt is Sabbaths, not the Seventh- 
day, that is expreſſed in the Text: Let it” 
then be conſidered, how the oral reſting 
time, or Sabbath required by the Fourth Cofit- 
mandment, or the Law of Nature, can be 
ſecured from abolition, by the Force of this 
Text, ſince Sabbaths is named : And it is not” 
Queſtioned, but. by the ſame Rules, the Seventh- 
aay- will be ſecured froni Abolrzon: Buf 
there are- few Men ſo abſurd; as fo affiriit, 
That all Sabbaths, or teſting time, is abols= 
ſhed by this Text - Therefore, -unleſs 4 Mez 
thodl-be foutid out to ſecure the moral Sabbath, 23 
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which is not pleadable for the Seventh day ; 
it follows, that if all Sabbaths be not abo- 
liſhed, - neither is the Seventh day. But we 
come now by Arguments, in a general way, 
to all theſe three Texts we have laſt exa- 
mined, for the evincing that the Severth- 
Day- Sabbath, is neither made indifferent, nor 
aboliſhed by any of them. 

And Firſt, It will (we doubt not) appezr 
ig the ſequel, That the 7e Commandments 
by Apoſtolical doftrine, is recommended to 
all Chriſtians, as being of perp:tnal Obliga- 
tion 3 and conſequently the Seventh day there- 
in commanded. Hence therefore, it can nei- 
ther be aboliſhed, or made indifferent by any 
of theſe Texts; For that *tis certain, the 
Apoſtles do not Write contradictory to them- 
ſelves, 2. e. Abolsſhing that in oe place, which 
they ratifie in another. 

| Seconaly, Moſt Men that pretend to Chr:- 


Stianity, confeſs a Morality in the Law of 


the fourth Precept, and that an obligation 
ariſeth thence, to a ſtated, fixed time of 
publick Worſhip : Though the differences are 
many, about that preciſe Time, *. e. ſome, 
that *tis one in ſever, others, ore in ter, and 
a third, only a ſufficient time ; yet herein 
there ſeems to be a general Agreement, 
That ſome time is a Duty by the ſaid Law, 
But to- conclude from: the Texts before pro- 

| poſed, 
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poſed, That the Seventh day is repealed, or 
made indifferent; . interfers with the  Mor- 
lity of the ſaid Law, or its binding force to 
any time : For firff, When the matter, or 
thing Commanded, in a Law, ceaſeth to be 
duty; ſo alſo doth the Law it ſelf ceaſe to 
exatt obedience: Therefore doth the Law 
of Circumciſion ceaſe; and thoſe of Sacrifices, 
to bind Chriſtians to thoſe duties by them 
required; for that there 1s a diſcharge from 
the matter or things therein Commanded. 
And this is the more valid in reſpect to 
the fourrh Commandment ; for that the whole 
of that Law in the Commanding, Explana- 
tory, and Argumentative parts of it, relates 
to the preciſe S2venth day: If then the Se- 
venth ceaſe, or be made zndifferent ; ſo doth 
the Law ceaſe to Exatt obedience, that re- 
quires it, z. &. the fourth precepr. 

Secondly, Laws bind either to what is ex- 
preſſed in the Letter of them, or ſonfe ac- 
count 1s given in Scripture elſewhere, of waat 
they require and command : But that there 
is any account in Scripture of the forth 
Commandments requiring oze day in /cvrx 
excluſive of the preciſe Seveith, being that 
one, Or unto o7e 1n tex, or a ſufficient time -. 
zndifferently, is wholly void of Evidence : 
On the contrary it's plain and manifeſt, 
That both the Lerrer, and Errlications of 

TOE a the 
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the ſaid Law. elſewhere in Sc:pture, refers 
to the preciſe Seventh day. . 

Thirdly, No Law binds contrary to the 
iptentio n, and Letter of it; but to keep one 
day in ſever indifferently, or one in ter, &c. 
is contrary to the Letter, and intention of 
the ſaid Law; for that it expreſly ſetteth 
forth, both the time of Working allowed, 
z, ec The firſt ſix days, in which God Wroxzhr, 
and that particular day, on which He reſted, 
to be kept holy, viz. the Seventh day: And 
one in ſever indifferently, or ten, &c. would 
be contrary to the very Letter, and intent 
of it: Wherefore we conclude, that un- 
lefs Men yvill have the Fourth Commandment, 
or Moral time, thereby required, repealed, 
or made indifferent, by theſe Texts ; the See 
venth day cannot be repealed, or made indif- 

ferent by them. 
Thirdly, We ſhall ſhew, in the ſequel, 
— That the Chri/t:ars, both Jews and Gezitzles, 
In their f/# Plantation, into a C hurch-State, | 
were obſervers of the Seventh day; and that 
. they ſo continued ſome time ; and that with 
the Countenance of the Apoſtles, as in the 
caſe of Pars ready compliance with the Ger- 
tiles, AF. 15. 48. to give them a Meeting 
the next Savvath day, though Gentiles they 
were that deſired it; and whoſe Hearts had 
been touched with. the words of Paul, the 
prece- 
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precedent Sabbath. *Fis-thence: vfreaſona- © 
ble to imagine, - That the: Aps/#le' ſhould be | 
underſtood - by the Rom:'Ggk Col; to deſign 

a Condeinnation of their” primivive - © Obſer- 
. yances, in their {: Plantations, that they had, 

for a long ſeaton cotitinued in without 
blame : Nay, with Countenance, and: that as 
old as their Cir:/tian Wor! lnip. It is only 
innovation or declenſions;-that is reprehended 

in theſe Texts, not theiy puke Promaeve Ob- 

ſervations. . - ©! 

Fourthly, "The Chriſtian Fews certaifly kept 
Sabbaths at the time. of. PauPs Writing his 
Epiſtles, and. were Zealdus' f.r' all the Law, 
immediately before his going. to Rome ; and 
therein approved by him; and the reſt of 
the Elders, who himſelt conformed in practiſe 
with them: Can: it then be ſuppoſed, That 
thoſe Fews could think Pazrl, by his Dottrine, 
had made thoſe things Fr hy im his E. 
piſtle to the Romans; which afterwards, 
his. practiſe, recorded | inthe 21. of the Atts 
he approves their Zeal. in ? Or is it admi- 
table, that thoſe Jews, who were at Gala- 
tia, and Colbſſia, ſhould make Application of 
thoſe paſlages,' to ground an Avo/itzon of the. 
Sabbath upon, both to them; and the Cirs3 
ſtian Gentiles ; when but a little before, hs 
himſelf had a Yow on him, and obſer ved the: 
Law of Purification, with other Rites 5 and 


F 4 there- 


thereby endeavoured a vindication of himſelf, 
from the Reports that went of him, #. e. That 
he Taught the Fews not to Circumciſe, and 
forſake the Cuſtoms, &c. None that have 
a due eſteem for ſo great an Apoſtle, but 
will be careful of ſuch imputations, as theſe 
Concluſions ſuggeſt, viz. His aboliſhing of 
the Sabbath, by theſe Texts, when his own 
practiſe is evidently ſo contrary thereunto. 
The utmoſt that can be urged to make things 
run ſmooth, is only this, from that of the 
Co/;2. 14, 16. viz. The obſervance of Crr- 
cumciſion, being before declared againſt, to 
be incumbant on the Cvr:ſtian Gentiles, in 
AR. 15. and 21, chapters; and ſo the An- 
muerſary Feſtivals ; for that none, that were 
not bound to C:rcamcrſron, were bound to 
the Paſsover, and: ſo to the other Feaſts. 
And conſequently thoſe things being rende- 
red unneceſſary, by the Gertiles diſcharge 
from them, to impede Chriſtian Fews and 
Gentiles being made ove Church, one Come 
munity, though in ſome different Obſervar. 
ces, until ſuch- time as a declared 4:ſſolation 
were exhibited of ſuch Obſervarnces to the 
| Fews, which was afterwards ſufficiently done 
E by the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, ' Matters thus 
:. fared, renders the Apoſtles Dottrine and Prac- 
T' . ze, every way Congruous : And being thus ſt a- 
ted, the Sabbath is not at all therein allerted or 
CON- 


concerned ; for that though they might be, 
and aft as one Body, one Church, without an 
nnanimous Obſervance of the Honthly or An- 
niverſary days and times ; yet without an A- 
greement in the Weekly Sabbath, or time of 
Worſhip, they could not: For if the Chriſt:ar 
Fews,” Members of the ſame Church with the 
Gentiles, obſerved the Seventh day, and the 
Gentiles did not 3 how ſhould they aCt as ore 
Church 
Laftly, We cannot diſcern, but by an Ad- 
mittance of the Szventh-day-Sabbath, being 
rendered indifferent, or repealed by theſe 
Texts, Religious Afembiys in the Foundati- 
on and Authority of them, would fink in 
the World; and the Conſequences of ſuch 
concluſions, appears too evidently in expe- 
rience from the Lives of many Men, to be 
" one great cauſe of the Decay of Religion in 
this Age: For Humane Authority, we mani- 
feſtly ſee, is not ſufficient to bind the Co:7- 
[ciences of Men, to a Religious Obſervance of 
the time of Sacred Worſhip: And the pre- 
tence of Divi Inſtitutign of any other day, 
beſidgs the Seventh, is now diſcerned by moſt 
to be frivolous : But the Produtts hereof, we 
rather bewail than exprels. 
Except. The change of the Sabbath is affirm- 
ed (by many) from the Seventh day to the Furſt 
of the Week at the Reſurre#tion of Chriſt by 
: Divine appointment, Though 


; FW - Though ſufficient Anſwer hath been given 


hereunto by ſeveral: And that alſo we 
doubt not» but that in- the Sequel the contra- 
ry will evidently appear from matter of Fact, 
yet we. ſhall in. this place give a brief re- 
turn: unto. it- - And therefore, fir neither 
the Evangeliſts nor the 20th. of the . Atts nor 
the 16th. of the 1/} of the Corinthians makes 
2ny mention of the Change of the Sabbarh, 
The Holy Womens coming to the Sepulchre, 
The Diſciples being met : Or, coming together 
to vreak Bread, Their having Colettions on the. 
fir; day- In caſe all this were granted, is 
very remote from proving, the firſt day by 
Divine appointment, made a Sabbath, inſtead 
of the Seventh day. | 

S:co::dly, Suppoling not only Meetings of 
the Chriſtians, but cuſtommarily too, granted 
to be on that day to Worſhip God,fo there was 
daily: Mectings for that end, according to 
Aits 2. Ittollows not hence that every day, 
or ali thoſe dayes, were made Sabvaths, much 
les ſeſtirmed fach, in the room of the- 
Seventh day. 

Thirdly, *Tis Divine Precept, that makes a 
Saibath, not Caurch Aftions, nor Elections 
for then Community of goods would be a Di- 
vie  apontment, and if Hiſtory be true, 
Weaneſday,. and Friday, as well as Sunday, 
would be. Sabbaths, for that it Records that 
: the 
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the Chriſtian Churches in the Primitzve times 
met on» and Elected theſe dayes for Wor. 
{hi . PRE © 

Pw rbly, Pauls going to 1roas, and his. 
Epiſtle to the Cormnthians, were both before 
his going to Kore, to the Feaſt at Feruſalem 
mentioned Ads 21. at which time Pa»land 
the Chriſtians there agreed to the ſtanding 
force and Obligation of all the cuſtomes;, ;not ad- 
mitting the change of any of them, with 
reference to the Jews, therefore no reaſon 
to allow at this time a declared change of the 
Sabbath. 

Fifthly, Tis obſervable what a Learned man 
noteth z.c. that in all the Evarpel;ts, the 
Day our Lord Chriſt 1s ſaid to be riſen 
upon) 1s in the Greek, called one of the Sab- 
baths, that being the paſchall time, and ſo /e- 
ven Sabbaths together, And it is the ſame in 
Atts 20. 7. and 1 Cor. 16.2. Heylyn re- 
ports, Eraſmus, Calvin, Pellican and Gualter 
to render the 20. of Atts 7, upon a certain 
Sabbath-Day, and for the 1 Cor. 16. Calvin 
takes it to be ſome Sabbath-day or other, the 
like doth Yi@orinus, Strigelins, Humenins, and 
Areteus all Proteſtart writers: Therefore 
the firſ# day, is ſo far from being. made a 
| Sabbath in leiu of the Seventh- Day; that it is a 
nameleſs thing in both Teſtamerts, unleſs for 
Labouring in its returns. But becauſe there 
-' | RT, are 
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F are ſome who lay great weight upon the 1/: 


.of Rev. 10. for that as they ſay, the H:ftories of 
the following times declare, the day called the 
Lords Day by Fob», tobe the firit day of the 
Week, In anfwer to which) | 

_ Firſt, Several Learned men allow, that 
Hiſtories have been corrupted, And - that E- 
piftles have been aſcribed unduly ro 1gnativs, 
and others, who were not the Authors there- 
of; therefore no certainty that Joh» meant 
the firſt day, becauſe Hiſtory is made to ſpeak 
It. FX 

S:condly, One of the moſt approved and 
Authentick H:ftor:es, repreſents Policarprs to 
father the obſervation of the Feaſt of Eaſter 
on the fourteent» of Avib, upon the Apoſtle 
Fohrs Precept and direction to him ; And the 
Biſhop of Rome contrariwiſe on the Apoſtle 
Peter, to hold the ſaid Feaſt on the Swnday. 
But can any man that is a Chriſtian believe, 
that theſe two great Apoſtles, were ſo contra- 
dictions in their poſitions ard precepts, as 
Hiſtory repreſents them? And if not, they go 
upon A very uncertain foundation, that leave 
the Scripture, and go to Hiſtory, to interpret 
* the. meaning of the Lords day. 

Tirdly, If Hiftcry be adhered unto, then 
as Heylin ſhews from Great Authors, when the 
Sunday was ' appointed, ſo was the Wed- 
neſday and Fryday in like manner ; thoſe Lk 
TE | ays 
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days having all been obſerved by the Hea- 
thens, Viz. the fourth for Mars, the ſixth for 
Venus, both faſts ; and the fir for Sol the 
Sun. The Chriſtians it ſhould ſeem went as far 
as they could with their Heather-Neigh- 
bours, to obſerve the ſame day's, though on 
another account, viz. The two firſt, for the 
Betraying and Crucifying of our Lord; and 
the third, for His Reſurreftion; and after 
the ſame manner, the two firſt as Faſts, 
and the Laſt as a.Fealt, as the Heathens 
nſed to do. 

Nor is it ſpecified by H:ftory, that thoſe 
days were obſerved, or ſeparated, on diffe- 
rent Authority, And one exempted from La- 
bour, and the other two not. But on the. 
contrary, the moſt approved Kecoras, declare. 
them all as derived from Eccleſiaſtical Elefti- 
. on, and Determination, founded upon the 
ſame Humane Batis. Either, * then this is 
contrary to the peculiar Dom!::ical Deno- 
mination of the fir} day. Or otherwiſe, 
upon meet Occaſions, every one of theſe 
[ bree Days, might have been equally parta- 
kers of the ſame Title, by Virtue of their 
equal Authority. And thence as from the 
day of our £57*s being betrayed;or his day of 
Crucifixcion, nothing is deducible to prove 
the Divine Authority of the Wedneſday, and 
Fryaay, as obliging to ſuch an ads 5 
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BD, neither 1s there any thing infetrable fro 
” _ thedayofhis Kms toevince it a Divine feſti- 
val Solemnity, much leſs fuch, in roome of the 
Old Sabbath, And if by Hiſtory without 
Scripture we muſt believe Snday to be the 
Lords day., and bound to. obſerve it. Ought 
we not likewife to believe Wedzeſday and 
 Fryaay to be the Lords faſting days, and to 
be obſerved. 
-* Foxrthly, The moſt zealous Chriftians in 
| the primitive times, for ſeveral Centuries, 
cuſtomarily attended, and performed their 
common buſineſs, and labour on. the Fzr/z 
day of the Week. The Reader may be 
fully fatisfied of the Truth of this, and 
what we have before ſuggeſted, touching 
Hiſtory relating to the Lords Day, from 
Heylins Hiſtory of the Sabbath part 2. 
Hence then it appears, that what opinions 
ſoever they had of the firſ# Days being the 
Lords Day, yet that they did not therefore 
look upon this tle, to be of ſo ſanftifying 
a; Natute : as to make it a. Sacred day, fe- 
parate wholly from Labour, and conſequent- 
Iy were not of Opinion ; that it was by D#- 
vine inſtitution made a.Sabbath: in lien of 
the Seventh-Day. | 
Fifthly, and Laſtly, The Firſt day of the 
Week, as we have before obſerved, is a. 
nameleſs day, beth. in the 0/4 and Ky 
6531 
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Teſtaments unleſs for Labour, if then the 7 
term Lords . day be allowed in-ſcripturalin- - * 
terpretation, and that it be underſtood : of 
a particular day of the Week, it muſt. be 


2dmitted that the Seventh- Day.is intended>for 
that our Lord Chriſt, intitles himſelf unto ir, 
as his day, of which'ihe is Lord. Hark 2. ult 
And in Exod. 20. Iſa. 58. 13. Tis called 
the Sabbath of the Lord, and Holy of the 
Lord, &c. Since therefore the Lord entitules 
himſelf to the $:venth-Day, as his, according 
to Scripture, it is then very unſate to leave 
the certain Word of God, and go to un- 
uncertain #:ſtories, to interpret this {ext 
by. 
"We proceed in the next place, to lay 


. down ſome Arguments to evince the Sevenths 


Day, the incumbant Duty of all Men, from the 
Lioht and Laws of Nature and Scriptare. 

Firſt, Laws of Nature, are as well dedu- 
cible from the Order of Nature, as from the 
matter of it; And from thence our Savzinzr 
Condemns, as by a ſtanding Moral Law, the 
corrupt practices of the Jews, 17 putting a- 
way their Wives, for, other cauſes than For- 
cation, for his Argument 1s founded, on the 
Order of Creation, 1. e. in that they were 
Made at; the begining ale and Female, (not 
Males and Females) whereas God if he had: 
pleaſed, could have made ſeveral Pemates, 

, | ut 
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"i but in that he made them, but Male and Fe- 


male ; one Man and ove Woman, they . were 
one Fleſh, and therefore ſhould nat for. any 
Cauſe, but that of Fornication, put them a- 
way; In like manner, The Apoſile argues 
the Duty of the Womars Subjeftion, to the 
Man, from the Mans being firſt made, and 
for that cauſe. God could have made the 
Female firſt, if it had ſeemed good unto him ; 
But in that the dan was Fr made, the 
Womans Subjection is hence zzferred, and 
hereby [4 aus ht from the Order of  Cre- 
ation, as a Natural Moral Rule (not Ceremo- 
ial) to all Azes of Mankind; and in like 
manner, is the Seventh-Day-Sabbath founded 
in the Order of Creation : For God could 
have made the World in One Day, and reſt» 
ed the Second, or have been Nine Days in 
creating, and reſted the {enth - But in as 
much as he was Six Days in making the 
World, and reſted the Severrh, . by the ſaid 
"Order of Creation, is man taught, and directed 
unto the Reſt of the Seventh day ; not to one day 
in Five, Seven, or Ten, or what time er: 
pleaſe. This is _ further demonſtrable, in 
that the inſtitution of the Seventh-Day is 
founded on this Order of Creation, viz. be- 
cauſe God Reſted on it, therefore he com- 
manded it, and 44ez ought to keep it on 
that ground. | 


5 ccondly, 
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Secondly; That there is Grounds in-Natirefor' 
Obſervation of the Seventh-Day, and 10 for **: 
One in Seven, but none for One day in frve, *©: 
ſeven, or ten indifferently, we have ſhown 
| before : That the Order of.Creation was de-- . 
rectively unto the Seventh-Day; and it is 

- thereby made equal inits {tle to the Law 
of Nature, with the Preheminence of the an . 
above the Womar. If then this be rejeted,; 
as an inſufficient Conduit from Nature, unto 
a Sacred time, there is nothing equivalent 
hereunto in point of Natural, and Ratio- 
nal evidence, to be aſſigned, for any other 
preciſe time, or proportion of tithe, as 0 in 
five, ſeven, or ten dayes :{ For *tis deſtitute of 
Reaſon, (as well as truth) to plead, that God 

. was five, or ten days, in makeing the 
World, and thence infer a Reſ# on the fifth, 
ſixth, or tenth day. Nor is God's working 
ftx-days, and reſting the ſeventh, juſtly plea- 
dible for one in ſever indifferently ; for: there 
was then, no more dayes, but ſever, and it 
was the preciſe ſeventh, there being then no 
other ſeventh on which He RKeſted, not any of 
the ſeven indifferently, nor was it oze of | 
five, ſeven, or ten indifferently, that upon this 
ground he Bleſſed, SanCtified, and Com- 
manded,but the preciſe ſeventheday only. ?Tis 
then a manifeſt departing ftom the Condutt: 
of the Law of Nature, to leave the Seventh 
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day, and.reject the diretion. of it, "to aſſert | 
one in; five, ſeven, or ten days indifferently, - 
as the Sacred reſting time by Nature, atid a 
goINg to meer: Fancies and uncertainties, 
 .. Thirdly, The Rejection of the Seventh day, 
notwithſtanding the dzrettions of Nature a- 
bout it; : and adherance to oze day in five, 
| ſeven, orten; or to one in ſeven indifferently: 
Is attended with ſuch Conſequences, as ren- . 
ders it very unworthy of admittance. _ For 
if God's reſting on the Seventh, from the 
Works of, Creation, be rejected, as a-proper, 
natural direction, for oneday in ſeven: And an 
 adherance be to oze in fove dayes, or ter, as 
having equal fight to Nature, as one in ſeven. 
With what difficulty, will ſuch be attended, 
to defend one in five, or ter, from any grounds 
of Nature : Since having rejected that, which 
was A Proper F oundation in {V. AFLHYEe (7. A 
Gods working ſix . dayes, and reſting the 
E. Seventh) to fix proportion upon: They are 
#- -: left. naked, and deſtitute, with reſpe&t to any 
. ground in Nature, that 1s aſlignable for any 
-- - other proportion. And then it will follow, 
 * that.onve day in fourteen, twenty, thirty, or an 
 hnadred, is. every way» 2s Clearly Juſtified, 
and - approved from grounas of Nature, as 
- oye, In-five, or ten days 15: For being equally 
&  - undefendable from any grounds of Natare ;, 
= - they are equally under the ſame Circumſtan- 
Wo” . CES, , 
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if God's working the fir? fix days, and reſt- - 
Ing the Seventh : - And on that ground, and - .:* 

- © for the ſame Cauſe, Bleſling, SanCtifying, and . _ - 2? 
TL Commanding; that preciſe Seventh-Day, af- 3 
' fords no ſollid Argument, for that preciſe : 3 
Seventh days Obſervation on that Ground? © 4 
5 Then how is it: poſſible to vindicate, with .---: 
þ: ſolidity of Argument, that becauſe God was + 
fix days, in making the World ; and reſted 
the Seventh, that 44en ought therefore to ob- +; 
ſerve one in ſeven indifferently, though in no 3 
{ſuch wie, either Bleſſed, Sanctifhed, OT Com- | >. 
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manded ? Every ſober, judicious Reader, may 453 
without difficulty diſcern, that the inſtance: "SE 
and argument, of God's working the firſt ſix "3m 
days; and ſo making them common, not holy © *=% 
days; and reſting the preciſe Seventh day, ©® 
Bleſſing, Sanftifying, and Commanding it, '1s 
more manifeſtly, and apparently for the pre=- - 2 
ciſe Seventh day 3 then *tis for oze day of .- 3 
ſeven indifferently, #. e. either working day, ' - 2 
or holy day 3; though neither SanCtified, * - 
nor Commanded. Hence therefore, if that, - 4 
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for which the Inſtance, and Argument of it, 


is: moſt apparently, may be evaded ; with 
how. much leſs difficulty, may that be, which 
is forreign both to the ſtance and argument 
of it ? And by the ſame meaſures, Some de- 
ny the Seventh day as directed unto by Na- 
ture, iti, and by, the Order of Creation, 
(though, as before, not only that preci/e day 
was reſted on, but alſo bleſſed, &c.) Others may 
deny one in ſever, and affirm only a likeneſs 
in proportion; and ſo two in fourtcen days, 
or ove Month in ſeven, or one Year in ſeven, 


will apſwer to the proportion, of a Severith | 


part of time. And a third, that only in 
ſome frequent Revolution, js time to be ſepa- 
rated, as one in five, or ten days, not Limi- 
ted to oze in ſeven: And a fourth, that there 
is nothing of a oral Nature, in the inſtance, 
to direct the World, as not. to a preciſe time, 
ſq not. to any proportion of time, for Sacred 
Worſhip ; for that none of theſe Concluſerns, 
can be ſuppoſed more #r7atiozal, than to de- 
' ny the order of Creation, and reſting, to di- 
ret unto, that preciſe day, reſted upon, Bleſ- 
_ ſed, SanCtified, and Commanded, on that 

ground: Orto aſſert the time of working, 
diretted unto, in the order of working, un- 
hallowed, uncommanded; tobe equally direCt- 
ed unto» for Sacred Worſhip, by the ſaid 
&4r, with that $:cred Reſting-time And 
| he | thus 
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thus by rejecting that which is dire@ly pro- 
poſed unto Mer, in, and by; the, order, of 
Creation : Nothing is left as a certain Rule, 
for their guidance, unto any ſtated, - fixed, 
Time, in one, five, ſeven, ten, twenty, thirty, 
or an hindrea days. Nor will it be materi- 
al to alledge, That the Sacred Dutyes in- 
cumbent on Man, do inforce the neceſſary 
obſervance, of one in five, ſeven, or ten: For 
as thus ſtated, there is no neceſlary difference, 
between one day in five, or ter, by any dic- 
tate of Nature, And then how, or where, 
will any diftate, or Natural direCtion - be 
found, to diſtinguiſh between ten dayes, and 
fifteen, and ſo fifreen and twenty? exc.. But 
we conclude, that to aſlert Nature gives no 
diretion to ore day in five, ſeven, or ten, 
more than to ore in fifteen, twenty, thirty, 
&c. is not to be admitted: And that ſince 
we ſee, no Rational way, to avoid the. 1n- 
troducing of ſuch Concluſions, but by an ad- 
herance unto the preciſe Seventh day; The 
Seventh day is therefore to be concjuded, as: 
only having Foxndation in Nature, for the 
ordinary time of publick Worſhip, * . +. + 
 Fourthly, As all the. World are God's Sub- 
jets, ſb they are under the incumbency of 
the Law of Nature : And the Law of Na- : 
ture, exacts and requires Obeazence, uniform- * 
ly from A#. It does not atate the World © 
FA G 3 Into * ; 


into ? C onfuſions, and C ontrarieties, ] n their 
 prafiiſe - But if the Law of Nature, dire 
to one day in five, ſever, or ten, indifferent- 
ly; and not unto the preciſe Seventh day. 
Then they would be equally Conformed un- 
to it, that ſhould keep one in five, ſix, ſever, 
 erght, mine, or ten days, as thoſe that keep 
exe in ſeven: And that which is the Sabbath, 
by the Law of Nature to one, might be a 
working day to another, by the ſence and 
intent of the ſaid Law; and ſo on, to a /ſe- 
wen or ten-fold difference : But ſuch Confu- 
fions, and Contradictions, as the very ſence 
and intent of the Law of Nature, is unwor- 

thy of admittance, and Credit, by thoſe ſo- 
_ -ber and judicious. The beſt and ſafeſt way, 
to avoid which, we conceive, is, to admit: 
the direttion of Nature, touching the Seventh 
day, which is the ſame, and ſo uniform day, 


+ -:and time, in order of Creation ſucceſſively, 
FE: .toallGenerationsin all the parts ofthe world : 


notwithſtanding the different Meridians. 
Fifthly, That which Natural Reaſon con- 
ſenteth to, as moſt juſt, and good, is to 
be preferred by Mankind, as moſt meet and 
ſuitable to be done, in Conſonancy to the 
Law of Nature; ſuppoſing then, that in the 
Lapſed State of the World, the Proportion of 
Teme, and Preciſe day, had palled under de- 
bate, and the enquiry had been, what Time 
| Me Fc, were 
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were , moſt trieet, and proper -forx ' Ratihnal 7 
Creatures, 'to aſſent unto, as the ordinary © © 
Time of publick Worſhip, Nataral 'Reaſor 
would readily conſent to the juſtneſs, and 


| equity of the Seventh day, aS a quſt -propor- 


tion. Jews, Turks and Chriſtians, do agree 
to the equity of its proportion, for that in 
Conſcience and Prattice, they do eſteem ove 
day in ſeven, The declared Enemies of the * 
Seventh-day, do yet aſlent to the equity of” 
its Proport:on, none conſiderable aſſerting it 
too much ; Nor any affirming it to be too 
Little - Nor will it be repugnant to /Nata- 
ral Reaſon, to conſede in the meetneſs of that 
day of the Seventh, for the {ime of ordina- 
ry and publick Worſhip, to Sabbatize upon, © 
that God the Creator Keſted upon, which was 
the Seventh, and that Time for Labour, which 
he wrought upon, which was the Firſt ſix dayes. 
And to fix ona contrary Time, and make that 


. the Sabbath of mankind, that was Gods Working 


time, and that mans Working time, that was 
Gods Reſting day, would be an Eleition di- 
rectly contrary to the Creatour ; The Pow- 
er and Light of Nature, is ſufficient to com- 
mend that 1:ime for mans Sabbath, which 
God Sabbatized on, to the Conſciences of 
all, and to condemn a contrary Eletticn: 
or Determination of Time : For as muchas F 
Natural Reaſon, had ſo ſignal, an advantage, 4 
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+ _ to meaſure, and determine, a ſufficient and juſt 
| proportion, . and preciſe 17:me by, and had. 
nothing in, Nature comparable hereunto, in 
point of diretion or inſtruction; -it had 
been contrary to the Rules -of Duty, and Obe- 
azence, to have no more regard to the. Cre- 
atouy, in the Natural Order and Diſtrebution 
of Time, who certainly deſigned hereby the 
* Diretion of the World, unto a juſt Proport:- 
\ on and Preciſe Time for Worſhip, by being 
ſix dayes in making the World, who could 
have done it in oe day. The very Argu- 
ment of the Seventh day, being deſtinated 
- AS the Sabbath, is on this ground, That the | 
- Heaven and Earth, ©c. were made in ſix ip 
dayes, and the ſeventh Reſted upon. So | 
--_ - that the proper #»ferrexce from thence to be 
made, by Rational Creatures, is, that it was 
therefore moſt fit, and juſt, to be mans Sab- 
_ bath and Reſting time. As to the Pea of 
| Its not being known-by Nature, but by D-- 
| => Revelation, that is elſewhere diſcour- 
- fed. * Fes | 
- © -Sixthly, Thoſe things do moſt apparently 
" and certainly-belong to the. Law of Nature, 
-- that the Holy Scriptzres evince ſo to do, | 
That is Authority ſufficient to bind the: Con- 
\s - ſciences of men, to a2 belief- and credence 
{- - of: ſuch things being ſo, as they ſo declare, 
© . Whether men apprehend, or not, by 1N £ 
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tural Reaſon : And whatſoever the Scriptures 


| declare to be of an Univerſal, and Perpetual 
Extent, . and concernment, 1s thereby unde- 


niably declared to be of, and belonging to 
the Law of Nature, unleis it be ſuppoſed 
that meer Poſ#t:ve and Ceremomal Laws, are 
repreſented in Scripture as Univerſal and Per- 

tual Laws; which if any ſhould, the Scriprare 
1s ſufficiently againſt, by the declared diſſoly- 
ing of ſuch. The Jews were certainly under the 
incumbency of the Law of Nature,for that Law, 
never ceaſeth to cxatt obedience : And yet is 
duty Circomſcribed within the Limits of the 
Written Law z upon doing whereof, they had 
the Promiſe of Blelledneſs ; whereas, if the Law 
of Nature, had not been Comprehended, or 
Specified in the ſaid Written Law, notwith- 
ftanding the doing of it, they might have 
been unhappy, by tranſgreſling the Law of 
Nature: for Moral evils, will make any Peo- 
ple unhappy- It muſt needs be robe then, 
that-the Law of Nature, was exhibited in the 
Written Law of God : And of all the parts 
of that Law, none has a fairer claim, and 
Title, to be of, and belonging to the Law 
of Nature, than what 1s commanded-in the 
Decalogue, or ten Commandments; and in 


which Law, the preciſe Seventh day is inte- 


reſted. ?Tis not without weighty Keaſons, 


that: many Learned mea, aſſert it to. be a. - 


Tranſcript . 
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F 4 | Tranſcript of the Law of Naturc, and the 


Summary Law, of requiring all oral duty, 
and forbidding all Moral Evils : Its juſtneſs_ 
is ſuch, in the Nature of it, that it has the | 
general conſent of all thoſe that are ſo- 
ber, and judicious. Its Enemies, who are fo 
in Point of practice, yet allow it. to be. good 
and juſt by Conceſſions, and peculiarly make it. 
in their Catech:/mes, a Fundamental of Religior: 
by way of preheminence, to all other Laws, 
witneſs the Papiſts themſelves, notwithſtand- 
ing their /mage Worſhip. There is no part 
of it, that bears not a good accord in-point 
of Juſtice, with the Reaſon of mankind, as 
before we have evinced, in that chiefly ex- 
cepted againſt, z. e. the Proportion of Time, 
and Preciſe day. ?Tis, as juſt, ſo of a Copi- 
ous and Comprehenſive Nature. On it, ſaith 
our Lord Chriſt, viz. the 7wo Tables, hang 
all the Law and the Prophets, Mat. 22. 40. Tis 
by it, fin is known, and conſequently duty, 
direted unto, Rom, 3. 20. Itis of Univerſal 
concernment. What ſcever the Law ſaith, it 
faith to them that are under the Law, that eve- 
ry mouth may be ſtopped, and all the World 
become Guilty before God. v.19. The perpetual 
durationof it, has the ſame evidence. Of it,our 
Lord Chriſt ſaith, Not one jot or tittle ſhall 
tailor paſs, at. 17.18. Of it, *tis affirmed, 
that Faith did not makg void, but effabliſh t., 
F Rom. 


Rom. 3.-#t. Of it, *tis ſaid, Whoſoever of-/ 
fends in own point, 5 guilty of all, James 2. 19. 
Hence therefore, the Preciſe Time, and all 

the points of this Law, 1s perpetual duty, as 

hereafter we ſhall demonſtrate . more fully. 
It is peculiarly honourable ; Fames calls it 


the Roya! Law ; no other part or branch of 
the Law of Nature, or any meer poſitive 
Law, was ſo peculiarly honoured by God, 
as to declare it with his own Majeſtick voice, 
in great glory, write it, with his own fig- 
ger in {ables of Store, Lodge it in the Ark, 
(And it only:) And why were theſe Marks 
of honour peculiarly conferred on this ? They 
that conſider its Nature and Order judici- 
ouſly, may well aſlent to this as the Reaſor: 
of it; #s. e, to demonſtrate, that it was not 
only of, or belonging to the Law of Na- 
zwre, (for that many other Parts- of the 
Law were, which participated of no ſuch H6- 
nour,) but the great Summary-and general Law 
of Nature,the Permanent Law of the World, 1#- . 
graven in Stone, to all poſterity: Thoughonce = 
in great meaſure Loſf, yet neyer again to be 
obliterated. Securely Lodged in the Ark; 
that true {ype of Chriſt. And to be in the 
$ heart of a Believer : The common boundary 
of mankind. Since therefore the 1ſraeletes 
were under the Law of Natwre, and that 
none of their Laws had ſo clear a 4zle, to 
rp be 
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be of, or belonging to the Law of Nature as 
the Decalogue Laws the inference is plain, 
that the ſaid Laws, are intereſted in the 
| Law of Nature, and conſequently the Se- 
. venth day is ſo: Beſides, whoſoever ſober- 
ly conſiders the Decalogue Law to be Juſt, 
Copious, Univerſal; Perpetual, and Peculiar- 
 Iy Honourable, muſt allow, That the ſaid 
Law, and all the parts and points of tt, are 
Intereſted in the Law of Nature: No Law 
$an have a better claim than this, that is un- 
der all theſe Circumſtances of eminency and 
excellency. | 
Seventhly, The Record of Screpture, and 
' Authority thereof (unto which we now come, 
more directly reſpecting the incumbency of 
the Severth dayes obſervation;) is ſuch; as de- 
demonſtrates it to be a Law of Everlaſting, 
and Univerſal Concernment to mankind, by 
"its being made the duty of rmnocent man, 
when there was no Shaddowes of Chriſt, - the 
Redeemer from ſin; and in its continyance after 
the Fall, and not diſlolving with the expul- | 
fion from Paradiſe, as ſome ſay the Law ' 
againſt Eating of the Tree of Knowledze of 
Good and Evil did. God pronounced as at 
the end of every of the other dayes, fo at 
the end of the .S:xth day, 'Every thing that 
he . had made, to be very good. 7. e, withont 
fin, and ſo without Shaddowes. to repreſent a 
- Saviour 


(93) OE, 
Saviour dying for ſin : And he reſted rhe Se. 
venth day, and Bleſſed ana Santtified it : He 
" made it a Holy, bleſſed Day for Man, and 
ſeparated it from Common uſe, or buſineſs, 
unto KRel:gious ends; as Santtification - of it 
ſignifies. God well knew what he intended, 
by being Six dayes in making the World, and 
reſting the Seventh, viz. The founding of the 
Sabbaths obſervation, upon the Order of 
Creatiqn ;, For on that ground, he Bleſſed, and 
Sautt ifird it. ?Tis obſervable, that not ore 
thing that can be made appear to be duty 
to Adam, in his PUre Primitive State, and re- 
maining undiſſolved after the Fall, but con- 
tinues to be of Perpetual, and Univerſal 
Obligation : And why then mult this of -the 
Seventh day, be ſeparated from its fellows ? 
for ſuch it was, as the Duty- of Adzm, fo 
after the Fall, we find the Record and Duty 
of it, expreſſed In SCTIPERTE : Either it muſt 
be an Univerſal and Perpetual Law, or it 
muſt be ſuppoſed Ceremonial. But it's Antiqui- 
ty, 2nd place in Paradiſe, forbids the thoughts 
of its being a Ceremony: For that Ceremonies 
in their Or7:g:val inſtitution, had Relation to 
Chriſt the Redeemer from Sin. Therefore in 
that the Seventh day,was a Parad:/c-inſtitution, 
it clears it from the imputation of Ceremo- 
nial: and conſequently, it is Univerſal, and 
Perpetual. The Law 43a tranſgrelled, is 
rendred 


_ a. 
rendred in Scriptures, to be the Decalogue 
- Law, by tranſgreflion of which, death was 
brought upon the World : And the ſame 
Law: is confirmed, as perpetual in thoſe Texrs 
that mention it- And conſequently, the Se- 
werth day being a part, and member there- 
of, is perpetual. | 
Erghtly, All Old Teſtament Laws, for 
which a rat Reaſon is aſſigned, or aſſig- 
nable ; proper unto the Or:g:inal ſtate of man- 
kind; are of Perpetual and Univerſal Obl:- 
gation. This is evident on a twofold ac- 
- count. 1/#. From the nature of ſuch Reaſons. 
*Fis therefore a S727, to have falſe Weights 
and Meaſures, becauſe it is alwayes a Sir 
to dounjuſtly. ?Tis therefore a $7, to forget 
God, becauſe it 1s alwayes aut 'y tO remember 
the Creator. *Tis therefore a $i» to Marry 
a Mother, becauſe it is alwayes Si» to diſ- 
cover a Fathers Nakedneſs. 24!y. From the 
Conſequence, of the contrary Poſition, for 
that: If ſuch oral Reaſon, for Old Teſtament 
Laws; will not ſecure them, as Perpetual, 
and Univerſally binding : Then no 01d Teſt a- 
ment Laws whatſoever, is of force, or Obli- 


E-- gation- That the Seventh-day-Sabbath, ſtands 


upon the ſame bottom 'of Aforal argument, 
and Reaſon, is apparent, from the juſtneſs 
of its Proportion, and the neceſſary deducti- 
ons from M, ate, for that particular pre- 

Ciſe 
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© ciſe time, as before noted, for the Waoiſh;p 
| of God; And that itis the only propertime, 
ſuited: to Mankind, before the diſtintion of 
Jew and Gentile, and ever after to Comme- 
morate the great work of Creation, and was 
by God himlſelt, appointed for that Reaſor, at 
the beginning of the World, and afterward 
given as the Reaſon of the Law, Exod. 20. 
is evident. Nor is the Exception available, 
z,e, that Ceremonials are commanded on 2 
Moral Reaſon, For none of them, have a 4- 
ral Reaſon aſſigned to them ; ſutiable, and 
proper, unto the Or:g:nal State of mankind: 
And peculiarly unto them, as the Original 
round thereof. Gods holineſs, there- 
re, was no argument for the Sant:on of 
the Prieſthood, in the Primitive ſtate of Man, 
before the Prieſthood exiſted : But the Creats-- 
on of the World, in S:x days, and Reſting the 
Seventh, was an argument as proper to the 
Primitive State of Man, for the Seventh day, 
as it was afterwards. 
Ninethly, Of all Old Teſtament Laws, none 
bid fairer for Univerſality, and Perpetuity, 
than the Law of the {ez Commandments. 
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Chriſtians do generally confeſs, thoſe Laws 


in Lev, 18. to be inforce to all men. To- 
- marry a Brothers Wife, was concluded a- 
_ eainſt, by moſt of the SchooPs of Eurpe, in 
'. Henry the Erghts time. A Multitude of Laws. 

expreſs- 
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eſſed ini Exod.21 .22,23.chapters, ire riot at 
all called in Qzeft:or, as to their univerſal Ob- 
ligation. Several of the Penal Laws, have the 
ſame conceſſions. As the putting A Murder- 
rer to death. As alſo the Sodomite, Beaſtie 
al, and inhamane Copulations, &c. with a 
multitude of other things. The book of Pro- 
verbs, and many ' other places of the O14 
Teſtament, paſs for Authentick proof, for mat- 
ter of duty, in the Pulpit. If then any Old 
Teſtament Law be the duty of Chriſtians, then 
that is ſo, that is ſo peculiarly hononred 
by God, as the Decalogue was, in all the 
parts of it, and the Seventh-aay in particu- 
lar. Can Chriſtians juſtifie themſelves, . in 
ſlighting Gods Savbath, that he has ſo pecu- 
larly dignified: as we. have before declared, 
and yet place a neceflary, and indiſpenſible 
neceſlity, of obſerving many things, that he 
has not ſo dignified ? Is it agreat abomination 
to Marry a Natural Siſter, though it was diſ- 
penſed with) in the F:7/# Ages of the World; 
| notwithſtanding it was no Decalooue Law ? 
And can it be a leſs Sin, to brake that 
Law, that was from the beginning, and de- 
clared by the Yoice of God, and Written 
with his own finger? ©&c. But there is too 
much Cauſe to fear, that Cuſtom and Inte- 
reſt, preyails in this, as well as in former 
Ages, to be the Standard, aid Meaſure of 
too 
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ligion; and in moſt 'too far, in ſeveral of the 
parts thereof. 


I Tenthly.; .Al} Old Teſtament Laws, that were 


neither temporary, nor repealed, are of U- 
niverſal and perpetual Obligation, Were it not 
ſo, there would be a ſmaller value, and 

reater uncertainty, and contingency, in the 
Laws of the Great and Wiſe Law-Maker x 
than in thoſe Laws of Humane Conſtitution. 
For if the Laws of God, ſhould-be- ſuppoſed, 
not. of perpetual Obligation, though neither 
declared temporary, nor yet repealed : Then 
there were no knowing when: ' ſuch Laws 
Obliged to Duty, or when they ceaſed to ex- 
act 1t : For that there 1s no knowing when the 
Laws of Man, ceaſe to exalt Obedience, but 
either by the t:me Limitted for their Con- 
tinuance, or bythe Repeal of ſuch Laws. And 
the Laws of Men' are always Obl:gatory un- 
leſs Temporary, 6r Repealed. ' So neceſlarily 
unleſs a declared T emporarineſs,or Repeal, be al- 
lowed, with reſpeCt to every expired and ceaſ- 
ed Law of God; I/rae! might as well have 
broken their Laws, in the Second Age after 
Moſes, as they might have done in the Se- 


_ cond Century of Chriſtianity. Beſides the Com- 


mand, and Inſtitution of God, is .a fufficient 
Warranty to Obey, or conform thereunto, in 
point of Prattice : but without a Repeal or 

| 2 Ft T efte 
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too many .men, in all the parts of their Rg- 


Temporarineſs declared, or implyed, thete & 
no Security or Warrant to difobey. That 
the Ten: Commandments, in no part of them 
was Temporary, or Kepealcd, we ſhall further 
demonſtrate in the Sequel, by proving them the 
Duty of all Chriſtians. And only here, deſire 
thoſe that ſuppoſe a repealy or Temporarineſs, 
in any 0 point of them, to conſider what 
have been before offered to the contrary, in 
Anſwer to the Texrs alledged on that ac- 
count. 

Eleventhly, Duties ſpecified or Written in 
the Old Teſtament, are therefore by New 
Teſtament Anthority, made the Duty of all 
Chriſtians, and of perpetual Force and Obli- 
gation : And therefore the Holy Scriptures are 
recommended by our Lord Chriit, unto the 
Lawyer, Lnke 10. 26. How reade$t thou ? 
*Tis therefore a Sin, to Revile the Ruler of the 

® People, inthe ſence of the Apoſtle Pal, A. 
23.5. for,or becauſe,itis written(v:z. in the Old 
Teitament) T hou ſhalt not Revile the Ruler of thy 
People, Chriſtians, as well Gentiles, as Jews, 
(for ſuch the Komars were) that ſeek Revenge : 
do therefore Sim againſt Chriſt and his Law, 
becauſe it is written, 7. e. in the Old Teſta- - 
ment, Yengeance is mine faith the Lord, and 
1] will Repay it, Rom, 12. 19; Chriſtians malt 
therefore be Holy, as God is Holy 3 becauſe 

It 18 Written, Be ye Holy, for 1 am Holy, 

1 Pet, 


, hate. x. 
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i Pet. 1. 16. Dnties inferable by Proper and 
Natxral DeduCttion, from O14 Teſtamefit 
Scriptures, are made Obligatory by the New ; 
for that is ſo written, Chri#t:ans, - Gentiles, as 
well as fews, Should pleaſe their Neighbonrs 
for their good to Edification ; for that the Re- 
proaches of Chrift, and all that was writ- 
ten afore-time, was for their, and our Learn- 
ing, Rem, 15. 4. 1he Elders that Rule well 
are to be accounted worthy of double Honour. 
And the Reaſon is given, for the Scripture 
ſaith, Thou fhalt not muzzle the mouth of the 
| | Ox, &c. Tim. 5. 18. Chriſtians are : there- 
i + fore to avoid the ſin, of Judging one ano- 
ther; becauſe it is written, Every Knee foall 
bow to me,&c.Rom, 14. 11.1f conſequental Durzes, 
be on that account Obligatory, that are not 
expreſſed in the Letter, how much more plain 
and expreſs Dutzes, both in the Letter, and 
Intent of the Scriptures ? Ina Word, the Bo- 
dy of the Scriptures are deſcribed by Panl, 
2 Tim. 3. 15, 16. To be profitable for Doc- 
trine, Reproof, Correttion, and Inſtruction, in 
Righteouſneſs, that the man of God may be per- 


fett, and throughly furniſhed unto all good works. 


Hence therefore it ſeems plain and evident 
that things are therefore the Duty of Chriſe- 
tians to do, or their ſi? to tranſgreſs, be- 
cauſe ſo written in the 0/4 Teſtament. If a- 
ny ſay then, that Circumcſson muſt on this 

H 2 ground 
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' ground be. a Duty, becauſe ſaid, or written 1n 
the Old Teſtament: ?Tis anſwered; that ſo it 
had remained, in caſe there had been 
nothing of 1 emporarinefſs declared in it; or 
diſcharge from it : Of which the New Teſta- 
ment hath given ſufficient affſurance- But no 
_ evidence of like .kind appears, from either 
Ola or New Teſtament, reſpeCting the Se- 
venth-Day: Therefore in that *tis written in 
the 014 Teſtament, and nodiſcharge from it, 
or Declaration of its being a Temporary Law 3 
it is therefore a Duty to all Chriftians, for 
that Reaſon. 
Twelfthly, The New Teſtament gives Teſti- 
mony to the Obligation, and force of an Old 
Teſtament Law, as incumbent upon all Chri- - 
ſtians, and of perpetual Obl:gation ; Our Lord 
Chriſt forbids the thoughts of his coming 
to deſtroy the Law, but requires men to be- 
lieve the contrary, at. 5. 17, 18, The Ta- 
ble Law, is exprelled tobe the greateſt Com- 
mandment of the Law, and therefore direc- 
ted to be done, Mat. 22. 36. *Tis ſaid, 
. To be eaſter for Heaven and Earth to paſs a- 
way, than for one title of the Law to fail, Luk. 
16. 17. And therefore a ſi for a man to put 
away bis, Wife, and Marry another. Not th: 
bearers of the Law, but the doers of it ſhall be 
juſtified, Rom 2. -13. Whatſoever the Law ſaith, 
it ſaith to them that are under the Law, that 
every 


(107). 
every mouth may be ſtopped, and all 'the World 
become guilty before God. By the Law is the 
knowleds of fin, Rom. 3. 19, 20. Faith does 


not make void the Law, but eſtabliſh it, ver. 31. 
The Apoſtle faith, He had not known Luſt to 


' be ſin, unleſs the Law had ſaid, thou ſhalt rot 


Covet, Chap: 7- 7. 1he. Law is boly, juſt, and 


good, ver. 12. It was that ,in- which Pal 


delighted, after the inner-man, ver. 2. *Tis 


Bo that unto which the Carnal Mind is at enmi- 


ty, Chap. 8. 7. Ir is that Law, that the great 
and perpetual duty of Love, is the fulfilling 
of,, chap. 13. Io. The Maintenance of the 
Miniſtry is deduced from the Law, 1 'Cor, 
9. 8, Women forbidden to ſpeak in the 
Church from the ſame Authority, chap. 14. 
34. The ſtrength of Sin 1s the Law, chap. 
15. 56. ?Tis the Curſe (not the obedience) 
of the Law, that Chriſt hath redeemed Fews 
and Gentiles from ; Direction is given to look. 
into the perfett Law of Liberty, Jam. 1. 25. 
and thoſe blamed, that /ſpake evil of the Law, 
chap. 4. 11. He toat-committeth Sin tranſereſ- 
ſeth alſo the Law, 1 Joh. 3. 4. 1he writing 
of the L,aw in the hearts of Believers, is ren- 
dred one of the great \Vew-Covenant pro- 
miſes, Heb. 8. 10, 16. *1:s the Royal Law 
that Chriſtians do well in fulfilling, according 
to the Scriptures ;, in which, if they fail #7 ze 
point, they are guilty of all, Jam. 2,8, 9, 10. 
| W-Y From 


(roz) 
From which places, as they are recited, we 
obſerve : = | | 

Firſt, That ſomething known by the name 
of Law, jnthe days of the ApofFles, is tranſ- 
mitted to Chriſt:ans, as being of perpetual 
ah ; FIRE Sx 

ccondly, That this Law ſo tranſmitted, 
- was an Old-Teſtament Law, conſiſting of 1e- 
veral precepts: They that conſult the ſeve- 
ral paſſages, will without difficulty, ſee theſe 
things to be evident. fe SITS RT | 

' Thirdly, That the Je Commandments 
is intended under this term Law, and every 
particular precept thereof, and ſo the Se- 
veuth-day-Sabbath. And although this might 
be evinced from the many Texts above reci- 
ted ; yet that we may be brief, the 24. of Fames 
ſhall only be particularly conſidered, which 
is thus, viz: Whoſoever fhall keep the whole Law, 
and yt offe#d in one point, 1s auilty of all ;; 
for HE that ſaid, do not commit Adultery, ſaid 
alſo, do not Kill : now if thou committeſt n0 adul- 
rery ; yet if thou kill, thou art become a tranſpreſ- 
for of the Law, Whence we argue, if a Man be 
cherefore a tranſpreſſor of the Law, that kills, 
though he commits no adultery, becauſe HE 
that ſaid one (or as the Margin reads, that 
Law, #4. the 1 able Law that ſaid the one) ſaid 
the other, (5. e. by his own voice, and hand- 
writing) then he that commits no' Adultery, 


nor * 


—— 
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other gods 3 hay down © Images, prophane 
God's Name, or break the Sabbath, < « 
do his work upon the Seventh-day, the Sah= 
bath, is a Franſgreſſor of the Law, for the 
ſame reaſon ; for HE that ſaid one, by His 
Meajſtick, and glorious Voice, and by His pn. 
hand, ingraving, ſaid all the reſt of the Ter, 
the Seventh-day-Sabbatb, as well as any qther. 

. But ſome do except againſt our inference from 
the Texts cited, and ſay, That the Decalogue ts 
only ſo far tranſmitted unto Chriſtians, as it 1s 
the Law of Nature. 

Firſs, Where js the Scripture that, eyinceth 
the decalogue Law, after this manner, to he 
tranſmitted or confirmed ? not ore word of 
this nature jn the Bible : But contrary here- 
unto, the Ratification this Law hath» 1s ſuch, 
as evinceth it (without exceptian af any par- 
ticulars) ta be of. a natural, and perpetual 
conſideration, and incumbancy to Chriſtians. 
Far as in its Confirmatian, there 1s not the 
leaſt exception of the Fourth precept, or a- 
ny point or jot thereof; ſa on the contrary, 
it is not only ratified under that general #erm 
of Law, but every jot and poizt exprelled 


alſo; Nay, our Lord Chriſt would not have 


Men think, He came to deſtroy it, or apy j0t of it. 

Secondly, It is before in our judgments ſuf- -: 
ficiently eyinced, That the Seventh day bg» -» 
LE, H4 longs _ 
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as Tevera] other Moral Laws do ; and more 
manifeſtly than ſome that are ſo repu- 
ted. 
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as + evidently t I» "ih Law &f N, ature, 


Thirdly, If it were with ſuch Limitation 
confirmed, or tranſmitted to the Primitive 
Chriſtians ;, then how could they know what 
particulars of it, belonged to the Law of 
Nature: And what did not? Confi dering that 
the Apoſtles no where declare, That ſome 
__ of this Law, belonged to the Law of 

ature, and ſome other did not : Nor which 
either the oze or the other was. Either then 
they muſt take it, for ſuch a body of Laws, 
as recorded in the Old-Teſtament, or they 
muſt find it out among the Gentiles, or by 
ſome other way : As for the Law 'of Wo. 
ture, amongſt the Heathen Gentiles, it con- 


ſiſted of Falſehoods, as well as {ruth, (viz. 
"That which was ſo reputed.)Some of the wiſeſt 


of them, affirmed, that to belong to the Law 
of Nature, that did not, ?. e. That to kill 
any” living Creature, &c. was againſt the 


«prevailing Law of Nature: And "renerally 


Plurality of Deities, and Image-Worſhip, was 
accounted conformed unto the ſaid Law. It 
*cannot then be admitted, That the Sacred 
: "Pex-mens of the New-Teſtament, ſhould re- 
"fer the Chriſtians, to ſuch a Law, as being 
{Mo known Law of Nature-> And for the 
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Religious and devout Gentiles,” that Wor- 
ſhiped the true God ; they were keepers of 
the Sabbath, as well as the reſt of the Ter; 
as Foſephus, and Philo witneſs: Unto which 
the Hiſtory of the Aits agree, as we ſhall 
ſhew -afterwards. And for the proſelyted- 
Gentiles, and the Fews, they were not like 
to exclude the Sabbath, any more than ſeye- 
ral of the other, from belonging to the Law 
of Nature. | CENY 
' *Fourthly, This diſtinftion will ſecure the 
Papiſts, in their /mage-Worſhip, notwithſtan- _ 
ding the force of all theſe /exts: As well as 
the Antiſabbatarians in their Sabbath breaking ; 
for they affirm, That their Images are not 
againſt the Law of Nature, though the hea- 
then Idols were: And likewiſe Bellarmize, 
that the Second commandment was but a tem- 
porary Law ; moreover, by the ſame mea- 
ſures, much and great wickedneſs may be in- 
troduced, and vindicated : For if Laws are 
only ſo far binding, as they are conceived 
by Some, to be belonging to the Law of Na- 
ture: than ſince Men rejeCt Scriprare, to know 
the Law of Nature by : We ſee no Reaſon, 
but that the preſent Ave, upon the recepti- 
on of ſnch Notions, might be as likely to 
commit zzcef#, and juftify it ; with other exor- 
mous Crimes; which tie ancient Phzloſophers 
maintained, as we have before ſhown. 
Fifthly, 
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_. Fifthly, *Tis the Law according to the 


| SGireptures, that is thus tranſmitted ; And ac» 
IC pk rack to the Screptures, it conſiſted of ſuch 
4 a Body of Laws, as may be ſeen in Exod. 
20. Deut. 5. with the Seventh-day-Sabbath, 
incorporated into the Boay, of that Roya 
Society. Pg 

 Thirteenthly, There is a Body of Qld-Te- 
ſtament Commandments, ratified in the New, 
and inforced on all Chr:ffians ; which Com- 
mandments, are apparently to be underſtood 
of the Te» Commandments, or the particular 
precepts, comprehended under thoſe two ge- 
nerals, of Love to God, & Loyeto our Neigh- 
baur (which are the ſame); and conſequent- 
ly the Fourth being one of them, the Qbſer- 
yation of the Sevemb day, is thence inforced. 


For the diſuſe of theſe Commandments ; by | 


the Phariſees, they were brought under re- 
prehenſfion by oyr Lord Jeſus, Mar. 7. 8, 
9, 10. Oc. For laying aſide the Commandments 
of God, ye hold the traditions of Men, and full 
well, ye rejett the Commandments of God, that 
ye may keep your own Traditions : The Apoſtle 
Paul in Rom. 7, in ſeveral paſſages, evinceth 
the binding force of the Commandments, as 
ev. 8, 10, 12, 13. The ſame Apoſtle in 


chap. 13- 9. concludes; the debt of Love, by 


the Commandments, to be incymbant on all 
Chriftians, ag well Gentiles as Jews , for ſuch 
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were they at Rem, to whom he wrote, Owe 
16 Man any thing but T.ove; for this, Thaw 
ſhalt not commit Adultery, nor Kill, ner Seal, 
ror bear falſe Witneſs, nor Covet ;, and if there 
be any other Commangment, it is briefly comt- 
prebended in this, ſaying, Thou ſhalt |,ove thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf, Rom. 13. 9. which 
plainly ſheweth, that thoſe 0/d-Teſtament 
Commandments, were obligatory upon all 
Chriſtians, in the Judgment of this great 4- 


| 
| 


#5 the firſk Commandment with promiſe, Eph. 

6, 2, is inforced upon the Children of Chri- 

ſtian Gentiles, as well as Jews, for ſych were 

ſome of the Epheſians: And as in the Olg- 

| Teftament, ' for that in the New; who can © 
P” - fell which is firſt, and. which laſt ? ?T;s the 

Commandments of God, not Circumciſion, or 

Uucircumciſion, which is the great thingy 

1 Cor, 7. 19. The end of the Commandment 

5s Charity, which never ceaſeth, 1 Tim, 1.5, 

8, 9. To ds the Commandments, our Lord 

Chriſt diredts the Inquirer, to inherit ererngl 

life, Mar, 10. 19, Luk. 16, 20. The emj- 

nently bleſſed, and honoured Sams of the 

» Latter day, will be ſuch, As keep the Com: 

mandments . of Ged, and teſtimony of Jeſus, 

Rev. 12, 17. Heve are they that keep the Conte 

mandments of God; and the Faith of Jeſus 

chap. 14+ 12. That by the word Commands 

_ ments, 
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poſtle , Honour thy Father and Mother, wbich 4 


{ 108) 


ments, the 7en are to be underſtood, as com- 
prehended therein, does hence appear. 
Firſt, One place 1s to be explained by ano- 
ther ; and it is manifeſt; That in ſeveral of 
the places above alledged, they are inten- 
ded; for that, inſtance is given in ſeveral 
| of the particular precepts thereof, as Rom. 
7. & chap. 13- 9. Mar, 1o. 19. Luk, 18, 20, 
as alſo 44at. 19. 18. Secondly, To under- 
ftand by the term Commandment, or Com- 
mandments ; the ze precepts, accords clear- 
ly with the ſence of the ſeveral Texts, and 
'their context ; but to impoſe other Command- 
ments excluſive of theſe, or diminutive of 
theſe, will be an evident violence to the Texts. 
 Andit ispreſumed, that an experiment here- 
of, will ſoon be obtained by any, that ſhall judi- 
ciouſly ' make an aſſay upon the ſeveral Texts 
alledged, to ſee their accord with other Com- 
mandments or excluſive of any of thoſe in 
the Decalogue. L1hirdly, The two great Com- 
mandments, are unqueſtionably recommended 
as Univerſal' and Perpetual duty, z.ec. Love 
to God and our Neighbour. And where 
theſe are inforced as duty, viz. the Iwo 
Table Commandments: All the particular pre- 
cepts - of thoſe Tables, are thereby recom- 
mended as duty. This will appear by the 
,- Conſideration. of what 1s aſſerted of the 
Sceond Table, i, e, Love to our Neighbour, 
4 | which 


firſt,ourLord Chriſt diretts the Towng man what 


(109) 2 
which by the "Apoſtle, Rom, 13.9. is refidred 

as exacting, that debt of Love ; which ifdone, 
is a fulfilling of the Law, or the Second Table 
of it, which requires that duty. And he 
adds, to inſtance in Commandments; againſt 
Murder, Adultery, Theft, &c. as being jul- 


filleF* by Love : And goes yet further, that sf 


there be any other Commandment, it is brufly 
comprehended in this Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. Manifeltly intimating» 


that theſe Commandments inſtanced in, were 


fulfilled, in Love to Our Neighbour, and Com- 


prehended in it : for it 1s plain, he that Zoves 
his/Ne:ghbour,will not k:# him,nor do any thing 
znjurious to him. Hence therefore the Com- 
mandment of Love to our Ne:ghbour, being com- 
prehenſive of all the particular Command- 
ments of the Second Tatle; and the in- 
forcing of that, requires the Obſervation of 
all the particular precepts, by neceſſary con- 
ſequence. In likemannerit is inferable, from 
the inforcing of the Firſt 1 able, i.e. Love 
to God, that all the particular Command- 
ments of that 1 able, are thereby enforced 
ard Commanded : for to love God, requires 
that men cleave to him, refrain mages, Blaſphe- 


my, & Sabbath breaking. And this is further con- 
| firmed by a due comparing of two Texts, viz. 


Mark 10. 19. and Luk 20, 25,26,27.28.In the 


to 


& _ to cternal Life. 


aides... AG 
to ds, to Tuberit Erernal Life, ive. keep the Com- 
mardments ;, and tells hifi which, by inſtancing 
in the particular Gommandments of the Se- 


cord Table : (it being in theſe things, wherein. 


that age greatly failed,though as to matters of 
Worjhp they were zealous unto Saperſtition ). 
Hence therfore it appears,that our Lord Chriſt 
by Gommandments, intended, every particu- 
lar precept in the two 7 ables, and not after the 
General way of this Age, appears ; for with- 
' out a regard to the particulars, in the other 
"Text he approves the Lawyers Anſwer, tobe 
'xipht, to the Queſtion, viz. that to obtain 
Life, the Commandments muſt be kept, as 
well the firſt 1 able as the ſecond. And thence 
- ms clear, our Lord Chriſt did not intend to 
exempt from the duty of the fir/# Table, by 
tnſtancing only in the particulars of the //e- 
| #onel, of make Love to God, and fo the 
- particular Commandments of the firf Table 
mmnecefſary of obſervation, to attain eternal 
Life. Bat on the Contrary he adjudged both 
as neceſſary; and if from the ſecond Comand- 
' ments being neceſſary to attain eternal Life, 
© all the particulars of the /econd Table of the 
Decalogue are. thereby inade neceſſary dutyes ; 
In like manner from the firſt and great Com- 
»andment, as our Lord calls it, all the par- 
 ticulars thereof are neceſſary duty, in the way 
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tw Cs ol 
t4ly. Asthe perpetual force & obligation of 
the Seventh day Sabbath, is pleaQable from theſe 
neral Texts in the New Teſtament before 
alledged, ſo it is evinced from peculiar expref- 


ſions relating unto it z and therefore we think, 


AMat.24., 20. to be a good foundation for a con- 
cluſion in favour thereof, notwithſtanding 
all the oppoſition made thereunto. Our 
Lord gives commandment to his Diſciples 
to pray, That their flight might not be in the 
Winter, nor on the Sabbath day. He hath re- 
ference to the fight at Jeruſalem, at the de= 
ſtruftion thereof by the Romans, which fell 
out neer Foarty years after his death. And 
it is of the Seventh day he here ſpeaks, for by, 


The Sabbath aay, univerſally throughout the 


Scriptare,when foempharically,and inthe ſingy- 
lar Number expreſled, is underſtood the Seventh 
aay Sabbath, as might beinſtanced in Exod. 20. 
and a multitude of places. The Reaſon of the 
Command, for them to pray, that their flight 
might not be in the Winter, nor on the Sab- 


. bath aay, ſeetns to be this: For that it would 


be uncomfortable, and a great miſery in 
the Winter, and in like manner very unplea- 
ſant and uncoinfortable 'on the Sabbath day. 
"The Sabbath was to be the Saints delight, 
atid to be eſteemed by them as Holy, and 
Honourable : Then they had ſweet commu- 
non With God in his Ordinances, and _ 
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fore to have a delightful day, turned into 
2 day of mourning : a day of dwelling with 
God in his Worſhip, turned into a day of 
flight, with the loſs of the comfort of Wor- 
ſhip, muſt needs be ſuppoſed very bitter : 
And conſequently by ſuch a Screprwre inter- 
pretation as this is, the command of Chriſt 
to his Diſciples, to. pray for a prevention 
thereof, is rendered Worthy, and like him- 
{elf. And hence then its inferrable that the 
Diſciples were at that time, expe&ted by 
Chriſt to: be found in Sabbath-Obſeryation ; 
and that it was his will they ſhonld then keep 
it; at which time ceremonzes were put an end 
to. For though many adhered to ccremones 
until that time, yet by the Deſi-uit:on * of 
the Temple, and their diſperſion, they were 
| brought off from ſach Obſervances, But of 
the Sabbath, our Lord Chriſt takes peculi- 
ar Care at this time, that his ſervants might 
have the comfort of it, which 1s vaſtly for- 
reign, yea contradiftory to a deſign by this 
deſtruction, and calamity, to bring them off 
from its Obſervarce. But itis objeted, that 
the Command. reſpects not their Duty on 
that day, but ſcrupoloſity, or their danger 
by the Fews, if they ſhould fly on that day. 
Unto which we anſwer. It appeareth not: 
from any Record of Scripture, or rational 
concluſion, that Chriſt would give his TN 
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eiples a Commandment, to harden: them in ' 
their erron50#s ſcrupulolity. Errours harden 
_ faſt enough, no need for a commandment to 
confirm them therein : which this command- 
ment muſt be ſuppoſed proper .to doe; in 
caſe it was his will they ſhould not 
obſerve that day, or make conſcience of it. 
Nor is there any growd to think, it was un- 
lawful for the 7ews, to fly on the Sab- 
bath day, nor yet that the Fews, or Chriſti- 
ans thoughtit unlawful: but the Contrary is 
certainly true, therefore no danger to be 
feared from the Fews on that account. 
Secondly, And more particularly to the 
latter, if flight be ſuppoſed compulſive; and 
common both to Fews and Chriſtians, in 
point of neceſſity to ſave Life, orLiberty, then 
their neceſlity of flying, and danger of ſtaying 
was the ſame, to both. Unleſs any dream, that 
the Romans could, and would, ſingle out the 
Chriſtians to make them the objeCts of their 
| rage and malice, if they took flight. on 
| that. day.: and give Ceſſation to their chiefeſt 
enemies the Jews, which *tis not poſlible to 
imagine. Thirdly, If it were only a pru- 
dential Fl:ght, and not an immediately neceſli- 
tous one 4 then had the command been very 
empty, for that they might at their own 
conveniency . and choice, have fled on any- 
day, much better than @ the Sabbath day, 
| | and 


and the command had in ſuch caſe been, as 
if Chriſt had given 'a particular precept to 
a man to cat, when his own necellities, and 
common-prudence required him. On ſuch an 
inconſiderable acconnt, none can think Chriſt 
would give ſuch a folemn particular pre- 
cept about. We conclude therefore that theſe 
exceptions are of no weight, and that the 
perpetual obligation to the Sabbath 1s duly 
tmferred from this 1 ext. 

Fifteenth, That the Seventh day, was the 
Sabbath by the Law of Nature, and Old 
Teſtament Authority, we have before offe- 
red onr grounds to prove. And ſhall, to what 
we have ſaid from the \Vew, on its account, 
further add ſeveral things, chiefly from mat- 
ter of fat, touching its being the Chriſtian 
Sabbath, and ſo obſerved by them, as well as 
the Fews, and that none other day was ob- 
ſerved in the Room thereof, as many im- 
magine- And W 

Fir, Then therefore its obſervable that 
the Holy Women are recorded, Luk, 23. 56. 
24. 1. not only. to have reſted the Sabbath 
aay according to the Commandment, but alſo 
to attend the zext day to Anvint the Body of 
Fefus, expeting to find him then in the 
Grave, though they knew of his Reſurrett:oz 
as ſoon as any of the reſt of the Diferples. 
Nor did the other D:/ciples as yet beheve 
| | his 
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' his' Reſurreftion.” Tis very improbable then; 
chat they who kepr the Sabbath in purſuance 
of the Commandment, and believed niot Chrift 
fo have been Riſer, but expeted to. find 
him then in the Grave, ſhould think--the 
| Sabbath aboliſhed, and keep another day on 
account of -his * KeſurrefFion, which they did 
not then believe. 
_ Secondly, Matniy years after this the Apoſtles, 
Elders, and Brethren, ACts 11. knew not that: 
any of the Cnſftomes were changed. Thete- 
fore was Peter unſatisfied to go in utits the 
Gentiles, to preach the Gofpet to: them, till. 
by iſo he, received ſpecial inſtruction, and 
Command, abour the Lawfulneſs, and Duty 
df it : ?Tis' then #rrational to conclude, that 
che Apoſtles "and Elders, (who doubfleſs were 
beft acquainted with the mind of. Chrit 
ſhould at” this rime believe the ' Sabbath 
to be changed from the ſeventh-day to the firſt, 
when they did not believe any of the cafFomes: 
to be: changed. SO ors + 
Thirdly, Some time after this the Apoſtles 
and Elders, had much diſputing before they 
could apree, not to impoſe Circumciſion, and” 
the whole Law on the Gentiles, As 15.17. 
Chriſtian Jews keeping, it. It is thence infers 
rable, that ſince they had not before agreed 
that. the Chriſtian Gerrzles,; ſhould not 6þ- 
ferve the Cuſtomes, nmiuch leſs: had they a- 
wks E 2 greed 


6r that the Sabbath before this was changed. 
And iti like manner unreaſonable to think, they 
concluded of a noz-Obſervance,: of the Cuſtomes, 
or Sabbath,by the Chr:t:an Fews,and themſelves. 
' Fourthly, Though many fancy a New Sab- 
bat to be recorded, Atts 30. 7. and the 
change of the Old deducible : yet after Pauls 
being at Troas,- and- his Ep:ſ#le to the Corin- 
thians ; he attended at the Feaſt at Feruſa- 
lem, from whence he was carryed, as a Pri- 
ſoner to Rome, At this time as appears by 
Afts 21. The Chriſtian Jews which were ma- 
ny. Thouſands, were not only themſelves Zea- 
Ious of all the Law, but alſo adviſed Pant, 
*0. the Purification 'of himſelf, with others : 
that. the falſneſs of the Report, might be 
made. manifeſt, that had gone of him, v:z. 
that he had taught the Jews to forſake 240- 
| ſes and the Cuſitomes. The which, Pas! did 
not only in complyance with them, but as ſu- 
table to his ow! Opinion, who had a vow 
upon him, and reſolved attendance at that 
Feaſt, Wherefore, if Paul and the ApoFles 
werekeepers of the Cuſtoms, &thought the Re- 
port falſe of his drawing the Chriſtian Jews from 
the Cuſtoms; & the Chriftian Fews were zealous of 
the Law &Cuſiomes at this time, juſt before his 
going Priſoner to Rome ; then they were zealous 
Sabbathekgepers, which was not one of the leaſt 
: parts 


greed, they ſhould not obſerve the Sabbath, 
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_  _ 3 
- Parts of the Law, and 'far ' from concluding 
It to be chang'd from the SeventhDay to the firff. 
Fifthly, Though Circumciſion, and the Cuſ< . ? 
tomes, were- greatly incommoding, and inju= *-* 
rious to the Gertzles, in being impoſed up- 
on, by the falſe Teachers. Yet was not this 
very Queſtion ended, without conſiderable 
noiſe and Diſputation, that the Gert:fes ſhould 
not. be compelled to be C:rcumciſed, and keep 
the Law, 1. e. the Cuffomes, But not one 
Word is recorded in Scripture, of any Que 
tion, noiſe, or diſpute about the keeping Sab- 
bath. Though the Sabbath was in far more 
eſteem amongſt both Fews,, and Gentiles 
(as Stilling fleet ſheweth in his Irenicum) the 
Synagogue Worſhip, was in very great Ke- 
pate 1n the World, in the days of Chriſt. The 
Gentiles, as the Hiſtory of . the Acts ſhews, 
many of them gave their attendance to the 
Synagogue, and Sabbath Worſhip, beforetheir 
Converſion. And the Jews 1atisfed them- 
ſelves in their diſperſion ; with the Synagogue, 
and S abbath-Worſhip, without the 1 emple-Cuf- 
tomes. And ſo far they exceeded in their zeal 
or Superſtition, for the Sabbath; that they,not 
only accuſed our Lord Chriſt, for doing 
things Lawful on it; (but in their eſteem 
unlawful) that they were ready to uſe vio- 
lence to him. Can any think then, that Chri- 
ſtian Gentiles and Fews, and the ynbeliev- 
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obſerve the Sabbath, - 
6r that the Sabbath before this -was changed. 
And iti like manner unreaſonable to think, they 
- concluded of a 2on-Obſervance,: of the Cuſtomes, 
or Sabbath,by the Chr:ſt:an Fews,and themſelves. 
' Fonrthly, Though many fancy a New Sab- 
bat to be recorded, Atts 3o. 7. and the 
change of the Old deducible : yet after Pauls 
being at Troas,- and- his Ep:ſte to the Corin- 
thians ; he attended at the Feaſt at Feruſa- 
lem,” from whence he was carryed, as a Pri- 
ſoner to Rome, At this time as appears by 
Hts 2 1. The Chriſtian Fews which were ma- 
ny. Thouſands, were not only themſelves Zea- 
Idus” of all the Law, but alſo adviſed Pal, 
*0 the Purification 'of himſelf, with others : 
that. the falſneſs of the Report, might be 
made. manifeſt, that had gone of him, viz. 
that he had taught the Jews to forſake 240- 
| ſes and the Cuyſiomes, The which, Pax! did 
not only .in complyance with them, but as ſu- 
table to his ow! Opinion, who had a vow 
upon him, and reſolved attendance at that 
Feaſt, Wherefore, if Paul and the Apoiles 
werekeepers of the Cuſtoms, &thought the Re- 
port falſe of his drawing the Chr:ſtian Jews from 
the Cxſtoms; & the Chriftian Fews were zealous of 
the Law &Cuſtomes at this time, juſt before his 
going Priſoner to Rome ; then they were zealous 
Sabbathekgepers, which was not one of the leaſt 
0g HR parts 
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-Parts of the Law, and far ' from concluding 
"It to bechang'd from the SeventhDay to the firft. * 

Fifthly, Though Circumciſion, and the Cuſ< 
tomes, were- greatly incommoding, and inju- 
rious to the Gertzles, in being impoſed up- 
on, by the falſe 7 eachers. Yet was not this 
very Queſtion ended, without conſiderable 
noiſe and Diſputation, that the Gentiles ſhould 
not be compelled to be C:rcumciſed, and keep 
the Law, i. e. the Cuffomes, But not one 
Word is recorded in Scripture, of any Que 
tion, riſe, or diſpute about the keeping abs 
bath. Though the Sabbath was in far more 
eſteem amongſt both Fews, and Gentiles 
(as Stillingfleet ſheweth in his Irenieum) the 
Synagooue Worſhip, was in very great Re- 
pute 1n the World, in the days of Chriſt. The 
Gentiles, as the Hiſtory of . the As ſhews, 
many of them gave their attendance to the 
Synagogue, and Sabbath Worſhip, beforetheir 
Converſion. And the Jews 1atished them- 
ſelves in their diſperſion ; with the Synagogue, 
and S abbath-Worſhip, without the 1 emple-Cuf- 
tomes. And fo far they exceeded in their zeal 
or Superſtition, for the Sabbath; that they,not 
only accuſed our Lord Chriſt, for doing 
things Lawful on it; (but in their eſteem 
unlawful) that they were ready to uſe vio- 
lence to him. Can any think then, that Chri- 
ſtian Geztiles and Fews, and the ynbeliev- 
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1g "Jews, .in caſe of a change of 'the - $ab- 


bath, wquld have made no naſe, nor Queſfti- 


on Or that the Dzſputes would not, have been 
equal, if not far exceeded, thoſe about Cir- 


 Cunciſion ? For our patts, we think upon ſo- 


ber thoughts, it muſt be admitted, eſpeci- 
ally conertag that this would have: been 
a weekly occaſion, if the Chriſtian Fews had 
Laid aſide the Sabbath, in the view of their 
Brethren, the unbelieving Fews. But from 
the foregoing conſiderations, it is manifeſt, 


that the Chriſt:an Jews kept the Sabbath ; and 


alſo that the Apoſtles and Principal ' Agents, 
in declaring of the mind of Chriſff, were of 
a quite different Opinion ;. and oppoſite un- 


to the change of the Sabbath. We ſhall now 


obſerve the Gext-les keeping it: And therefore 
' Sixthly, Not only the Jews had great eſteem 
of theSabbath &Synagogue-Worſhip,but the Gen- 
tiles, many of them in like manner, were in 
ſuch Worſhips, and Obſervances, though they 
medled not with circumciſcon, and ſuch parts 
of the Law. And therefore Joſephus, and Phy- 
lo. repott, the cuſtomary obſervation of the 
$4biatb, to have ſpread it ſelfamongſt all Na- 
tions, Greeks, Barbarians, Sythyans, &c. And 
the Sacred Regoras ſhew, that Gentiles were 


cuſtomarily. at the Synagogue, and on : the 


Sabbath day. Thus they - uſed, as ;may 
bg abſeryed. from As 13. 42. 14. 1z' 2. 
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converſion to chriſtianity, many of whom 
weredevout perſons, fuch as Corne//5: and molt 
of the converſions amongſt the Gentiles, re- 
corded in the A#s, were effeted at the 
Synagogue, or on the Sabbath day ; And theres 
fore in as much as the Chriſtian Jews, cer- 
tainly kept the Sabbath, and the Gentiles 
were in the practile of it, before their Copyer- 
ſion, and many of them on that 4qy,, £on- 
verted: tis very unlikely, that they were niore 
unneip bbourly, or unchriſtian, to theirBrethren 
the believing Fews, after Conyerſion, than 
they were to the vnbelieving Jews, befors 
Converſion ; in keeping Sabbath with them, 
And then, if both Jews and Gertzles kept 
the S4bbath, there's little Reafor to think it 
was changed, from the Seventh day to the Firſt. 

Seventbly, The Decree mentioned, AF. 15. 
is ſo far from making againſt the Obſervas 
tion of the Sabbath by the Gertzles ;, that it 
is really for it. For though by it, the Ger- 
tiles were ſetled in practice, and ſecyred from 
the impoſition of Circamc:ſron, &c. yet what 
the Gertile-Churches were in the practice of, 
before . this, and cuſtomary doers of, con- 
ſonant: to the. Scriptures, before their bes 
ing Chritiazs, and after their-Plantation in- 
to a ChurcheState ; is- not in the leaſt de- 
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the ſaid Decree. For example, many of. them, 
before converſion to chri##:anity, feared God; 
abandoned mages, attended reading and ex- 
poſition of the /cripture?, &c. And all of them 
did theſe, when they were planted into a 
Charch ſtate: It cannot be ſuppoſed then) that 
the Decree makes againſt their obſervance of 
any of thoſe things, though Duties by the 
Law, but rather ' much for them : 1n that the 
Decree, deſigned to ſecure them from inno- 
vations, as in their Firſt Plantation ; only with 
the Exception of ſome neceſſary things, by it 
particularly expreſſed, which they had need 
of direction, about, and reformation in. And 
unleſs this be admitted, we do not ſee, what 
ſence can be put upon the Decree, but 
what is deſtructive to the Fundamentals of their 
Church ſtate,” For by the ſame Rules they de- 
parted from the Sabbath, for the ſake of this 
Decree, for that it warrants them againſt 
Legal impoſitions, ' (though the ſabbath Ob- 
ſervation. was'as old to them, as their Chr:- 
ſtiamty :) By the ſame ' Rule: we ſay, they 
might have. departed from the other parts of 
Duty,by theLaw required ; and of which they 
were in practice, Antecedent to this Decree. But 
things Azrecedertly in practiſe,” being ſecured 
unto them by this Decree. And theSabbath being 
ſuch;'1t 1s therefore ſecured in the incumbericy 
y ofit;: and fo no c#azce had hitherto' paſſed 
 _ yponit. | Eighth- 
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 Eighthly, If the Sabbath had been know 
to be changed by the primitive Chriſtians, 
then there had been no need of a Jeruſalem. 
Aſſembly, to determine upon, and 4/pute the 
Quiſtion of C ircumciſton, Att, 15. For that 
this one thing of it ſelf if known, had been 
ſufficient to have prevented, or quieted all 
diſputes of that: kind. For, the Sabbath was 
more honourable than Circumciſion. It was de- 
clared by the Majeſtick, Voice of God, writ 
with His own Finger, in 1 ables of Stone, put 
into the Ark, direfted unto by the order of 
Creation, equally to Jews and Gentiles; di- 
fuſed ſo amongſt the Gerrzles, as to gain their 
Reverence: And no way incumbring to the 
Stare of the Chriſtian Churches, But Circum- 
c:ſion was not ſo declared, written, dire&ed 
unto, and diffuſed. Nor ſo adapted to the 
State of the Chriſt:an Churches; for that it 
was attended with a vaſt multitude of R:- 
tual obſervances, as unavoidable conſequents 
unto the imbracing of it. It might then ea- 
ſily have been determined, without extraor- 
dinary Logickz that in caſe the Sabbath, fo 
honourable, and ſuitable unto their Church-' 
State, was diſſolved or changed : Much more 
evidently, than was Grreumerfpon, . that was 
of ſo ſubyerting a conſequent unto 'Chriſti- 
ans; And would have made ſuch an altera- 
tion in the Chriftiax Churches of the Ger- 
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tiler; there' had been no _need for Paul and 
Barnabas to go to Jeruſalem, to have this 
' _ Queſtion determined, in caſe they hgd known- 
\..” of the change of the Sabbath. But inas much 
' . as this Qzeftion was not determined, and the 
Chriſtians ſettled on that account, but by 
the diſputation, and reſult of the Jeruſalem 
Aſſembly : It appears, much more unreaſona- 
ble to think, that the Sabbaths change was 
then determined, or .known. | 
 Ninethly, The Apoſtles, as we have ſeen, 
had not before this decreed any thing againſt 
the Gentiles obſerving of the Sabbath : And 
it 15 conſiderable on what grounds this De- 
cree is founded, v:iz. What God would do 
in raiſing up the T abernacle of David, in 
the Latter Dayes; and the Gifts, God had 
beſtowed on the Gentiles, and Wonders done 
amongſt them, though «circumciſed : Theſe, 


Decree is founded ; not a word of the Change 
of the Sabbath; which in caſe it had been, 
would have given as clear, and full a proof, 
for determining the Queſt:on, as any one thin 

alledged. Peter urges the ſucceſs of his Y: 7 
07, and the purification of the Gentiles Hearts;. 
but had . he known of a Command from 
Chriſt, for the Change of the Sabbath; *tis 
hardly to be thought, he would have omit- 
ted it, fince it had been ſo material. But 


and the like, are the growds, on which the 
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-intruth, the 'grounds on which the Decree js 
built, do not at all affeft the Sabbath. The 
Gentiles being Sabbath-keepers before ſuch 
Gifts received, or immedately when plan- - 
ted into a Chyrch-State; therefore it appears 
there was no change of the Sabbath, either to 
Fews or Gentiles. 
Tenthly, Paul and Barnabas, were the Meſe 
ſengers, ſent to the Churches amongſt the Gen- 
tiles, with-this Decree to eſtabliſh the Chur- 
ches, and put anend to that perplexing Que- 
ffion, After which, things continued, as we 
have ſeen. The Chriſtian Fews {till in their 
old way of keeping the Law, and cuſtoms : 
And the Gentle-Sabvath-keepers, only eaſed of 
that troubleſome Queſt;on, in which ſtate 
things ſo ſtood; till Paul was carried to - 
Rome, as appears by the 21/7. of the A&s ; 
after which no Record of Scripture gives any 
account of another convention of the Apo- 
ftles, to ſettle any Qu2frov - What is done 
after this, is chiefly by Paul, in his EpiftHe 
to the Hebrews ; wherein the Sabbath is not 
at all determined againſt by himz and con- 
ſequently in Scripture, there is not any foot- 
ſteps of the change of the Sabbath; but from 
matter of Fat, it appears quite otherwiſe. 
Eleventhly, The Ciurches of Chriſt did ge- 
nerally, in the dayes of the Apoſtles, in the 
Geatile Countryes, confilt of Fews and Ger- 
| +. S808 
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_ - files; As Mr. Stenet ſheweth in his Anſwer to 
\ Cowel. And we have evinced before, that 


it is an evident truth, that the Chriſtian 
Fews Univerſfally . kept the Seventh-day-Sab- 
bath. Either then the Chri##:an Gentiles, Mem- 
bers of the ſame particular Churches with 


the Chriſtian Fews, kept the ſame Sabbath, as 


the Jews their Brethren did ; or they wrought 
and followed their Labours, while the other 
werea Worſhipping. The confuſion, incom- 
modity, and diforder of which, we could 
ſay much to evince ; but that we think ſcarce 
any Fud:cious Man, will be an advocate for 
ſo ſtrange a farcy ; and therefore needleſs to 


_ refute it. 


But there are ſome who affirm, That tho 
the Jews kept the Sabbath, and ſo the Chri- 


". ftian Gentiles did in like manner with them; 


yet neither the oe, or the other did or ought 
to keep it, by the Force of any Law; bur 
only as a matter of indifferency. In anſwer 


' whereto, let it be conſidered. Firſt, That 


then to keep Sabbath, cannot be a dangerous 
errour, as many term 1t, ſince both Few and 
Gentile Chriſtians kept it. Secondly, That the 
Sabbath was kept only on indifferent grounds, 
1s no where declared in Scrptwre, Rom. 14. 
we have before conſidered. M1hirdly, If it 
was -not obſerved as a duty, then it was a- 
boliſhed ; for whatſoever of the Law was 

not 


Not aboliſhed, was perpetual Duty ; and 
therefore that the Chriſtians neither did, . 
nor ought to look upon it as ſuch, evident- 
ly appears thus, as we have before obſeryed. 
Firſt, The Chri8t:an fews, were Zealous for 
all the Law, and conſequently for the Sat- 
bath; but Zeal cannot be where things are 
concluded not to be a duty - And hence, if 
they were Zealous for the Sabcath, they kept: 
it as Duty : And as the C9riftian Fews gb- 
ſerved the Sabbath, ſo did the Gentiles ; for 
there is no difference ſpecified in Scriptare. 
Secondly, As we have ſhewn from A, 15. 
and 21, the Apoſtles Opinion were according. 
to the Record of both places, different from 
a FDange ; and fo of an aboliſhing of the Sb- 
bath. | 
Thirdly, 1f the ApoſHes had: been of this 
Opinion, That the Law and Sabbath was not 
a Duty, then would they not have expoſed: 
Paul, to take. off the falſe Report, that went. 
of him, in teaching the Jews to forſake 16- 
ſes, and not to Ceircamciſe their Children : 
For in caſe Paul, and the other ApoſtHes had 
Taught the Chriſtian Fews, That the Sab- 
bath; and the Law was not Duty, but only 
indifferency ; it 1s manifeſt the Report had 
been. moſt true of him, in their ſence. And 
he by this NNotzoz, . muſt be ſuppoſed to be a 
great diſſembler. . And hence it will follow, 
Ee: That 
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EF That if they Taught tio ſach Dof#rine to the 


Chriſtian Fews, as that the Sabbath and Law; 
was not Duty, nor to be kept as ſuch.' So 
neither did they teach the Chri#t;an Gentiles, 
That the Sabbath was not Daty, and ſo to 
be obſerved ; for they did not teach the Ge#- 
ziles to obſerve the Sabbath one way, and the 
Chriſtian Fews to obſerve it another ; this 
had been unparalelPd confuſion. 
Fourthly, Thoſe things that were not Duty 
to the Gentiles to obſerve, as Circumciſion, 
&c. the Apoſtles were ſo far from teaching 
them to do ſuch things, as matters of in- 
differency, that they difwaded them from 
obſerving them at all, and intituted the ad- 
herance to ſuch things, or Opzmonrs of the 
falſe Teachers, under a very black Charatter; 
a$ aPPcears by Acts 15, and Gat. Fo 
- Laſtly, We have offered ſeveral things to 
prove the Sabbath of perpernal and univer- 
fal obligation ; and till theſe things be diſ- 
proved, we muſt conclude, that in as much 


as the Chriſtians kept it, they both did, and. 


ought to do it as a Duty. Since therefore, 
The Chriſtian Fes, certainly Kept the Sab- 
bath; and .that as matter of Duty: And the 
Chriſtian Gentiles did not work upon the Sab- 
bath, when their Brethren were at Worſhip, 
but that they in like manner kept it as Dn- 
ty: It follows, that as it was the 2 
= 4p G 10s 
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Sabbath, ſo It continued. the Chriſtian Sab- © 7 
bath, and ought fo to do unto the Worlds 
End. | | 

To Conclude, "The Hiſtory of the follow- 
ing Times, gives countenance unto what is 

fore pleaded for, as might be clearly e- 
vinced by abundant Teſtimony, which being 
expeted by a Learned Pen, we ſhall on- 
1y give a brief account of the Matter, re-. 
lating to the Firff day , and Seventh, as we 
find it in Heylins Hiſtory of the Sabbath, 
part the ſecond, and others. And therefore, 
the introducing of the fr ff day, is refolved 
by him, pag- 31. out of Bruno and Jerome, 
thus, That when therefore certain dayes were 
publickly aſſigned by Godly Men, for the Aſ- 
ſemblys of the Church, this was done only for 
their ſakes, who had more mind to the World, 
than to Him that made it: And therefore 
either could, or rather would not every Day 
Aſſemble in the Church of God; and as they 
made choice of this for one, ſo they choſe Fry- 
day for another, by reaſon of our Saviour's 
Paſſion; and the Wedneſday, for that, on it 
He was betrayed: and this is ſaid to be done 
in the Age of the Apoſtles; mean-while the 
Ancient Sabbath being retained in the Eaſtern 
Church (and ſo it was after this in. the 
Weſtern.) ?Tis to be-noted, That the Chri- 
Jars uſed to meet every day, as both Scrip- 
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Wo and Hiſtory Witneſſeth*: : But when'thit 
F.Crftotc.was changed . into. certain . Dayes; 
=” There is no. cauſe to wonder why they 
E-7 Choſe thoſe three Dayes rather than any 0- 
ther of the Working dayes ; for that they u- 
©. Ted before they .were Chriſtians, to keep 
4." Sunday to Sol, Wedneſday to Mercury, and 
..  -Fryday to Venus: They conformed to their 
2.--.-old Cuſtom, 1... the ſame dayes; but chan- 
> <:ged the Keaſon and Growd. As the time of 
[> (Yule, was kept to the [do] Orllos. But when 
_. © Chriſtian, the ſame time was and'is kept ; 
:but on another ground, to wit, Chriſt's Na- 
tivity: So in the. Caſe before us, the Fourth 
and Sixth Day were kept. as Fafts to Mer- 
cury-and Venus: The Sunday 25 2 Feaſt to 
 *Sof;, but ſince Chriſtian, . the. ewo former, as 
+-- Faſts, for Chriſts being betrayed, and Cru- 
_ - -cified;theLatter asa Feaſt for his Reſurrection. 
\ . Athanaſius ſaith, The Lords day was ta- 
hen up by the Voluntary nfage of the Church 

* to which-agrees, Heylins citations. of Neci- 
= -phoras, Socrates, Tobens. and others, 'No 
b;7 -man can: admit, That . the Chriſt:ans of 
5 the premitzve. times, eſteemed the Fifty days 
., . between Exſter and Pernticoſt ſacred, 'by a 
F Divine Law. And yet Tertullian and others 
affirm; them to be : equally Solemnized, -andl 
.. jn no- reſpe& inferionr to the firſt: WA 
- When the Sw:day. was. put into i Z 
vs itt, 
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fantine- injoyned: the like Ref" 61: hike. EN. 
aay, as' on the Sunday; from Jodicaae « a © 


ted PRO 3 
Labour, by the Primitive Cori, Gone.” 
radus, Diatericus, proves oat of Hreroniniue, 7 
That Paul wrought at his trade of Tent-mas« : ©: 


all other buſineſs. 
The Firſt day was not ex 


king on the Firſt day. Tis noted out of Be 


za according to J»ſtins account, That their 
Aſſemblies on that Day, continued © not. above. 


two Hours; which being ended,. they. returned 
Home to their dayly Labours. Before the 


Edit of Conftantine, Law ſuits) Artificers' 
buſineſs ; and alt other  Lahours were practi- 
ſed on the Sunday : And when it was taken 


' Into the Imperial Care, Husbandry was Per-: 


mitted, in {mall . T owns and Villages and 


Manumiſſion, in Cetyes; which things do ma- 
niteſtly. evince, That they did not efteenr_ 


the firſ# day founded on a Divine Precept ; 


+ NOT that it was appointed as the Chriſt:an- 
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Sabbath, in liev of the Seventh day. 
As touching the Obſervation of. the Se-- 


what aay; Philo and Joſephus Records it, to + - 

Have Paws it ſelf among#t all forts of Peo- 
tes Origen in; his twenty-third Hownlly on: - :; 
1 TY KR Nun. WES. 


F. Num, exhorts to'a ogy keeping of the 8ab- 
' _ bath by Chriſtians: 1gnativs in the Magneſi. 
_ an Epiftles (aſcribed to Rim) doth. the like. 
The [moſt Arcient Cannons forbid Work to be 
done on the Sabbath day, as Walton noteth : 
Conſtantines Edit, which commanded all 
thoſe under :the Roman Empire, to reſt on the 
Dayes that bore the Name of our Saviour ;, com 
manded. alſo to honour the Sabbath day : Atha- 
nafins ſaith, We keep the Sabbath, and yet are 
wot infetted with Tudaiſime : Socrates faith, In 
a manner all the Churches throughout the 
whole World do celebrate ard receive the Holy 
Myſteries, every Sabbath day after other: 
_ Gregory Nyſſen ſaith, With what Eyes lookeſt 
thou on the Lord's Day, that deſpiſeſt the Sab- 
bath; Sulpitins, Severus, as Stuling fleet no- 
teth. 1hat almoſt all- Men acknowledged Chriſt 
under the Obſervation of the Law. "%5..;wihy that 
the Ancient and modern Chriſtians reputed the 
Sacrificial Law ceaſed; but not ſo the Feaſti- 
vals, for they contended for them, as for Life. 
Ireneus, Chriſ ſome, and Gregory the Great ; 
all aſſert the OE. force of the fourth pre. 
cept, with reſpcet to the Seventh day: Roſs 
In his view of all Religions, ſheweth, That 
the Seventh day was obſey:d in Luthers time ; 
and that "the Firſt day was rejetted, as not 
comman lea. by God, That then im many Coun- 
erys the Seventh day was kept : Heylin Re- 
Ports, 


rts, That in his Time the Eaſtern Churches © 
met on the Sabbath, as well as the Firſt day: # 
Giacom4 affirms of the Habiſſenes, That it 
is not permitted to them to do any ſervile La- 
' bour 01 the Sabb2th day ; and the Reaſon why 
Sabbath-obſervation was at firſt declined by 
ome, we take to be very unwarrantable, 
which Hiſtory declares to be, For that they ! 
might in all things be contrary to the Jews. © «1 
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Age 11. line 26. for more read #0 More. P. ZI. 1. 24, 
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